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4 TniroduHion. ^H 

^avpnAdipIemAtt. Foubder oflhc CdIIchv of Ih4 Ihrtt laitgttagis [Laf1«<^H 
Creek, Hebrrurf, ax Louvain, He iatqic a Tf VCer ■□ Morf, rssi tramb^trj hf ^H 
Ra^nmi. ^| 

GBlIARDBHONCJ1RO&T,ofNlintgiiFrmLalinNaviOMAGUS[b,t4g4 — drt^Tot^l 
Scmcdme Mnihcnialical Professor al Ro'-lock, wrole a shart poem^ i^r/. 167. ^M 

CoKVELii'S SciikVvER, laiLtiurd GirAk'HAL<£ {b. 14S3 — d. 19 Dec i^^bf^l 
■nade in ^^33 aecretajy (□ ihe mnaicipnlity of AnLWcIp, 4l^ caDlrkbu(4?d 3^H 
ihort poem, jr^/. 167^ ^H 

WiLLTAM BiTDE. ladiiizcd Bud BUS or BuDAUs [h- J467 — d. 43 Aug. i54<fl^| 
the nui^r Ic^rncJ FrcncKm^nof his lime. Hl^ leiter 10 Lupaet fiiil »t^ared ^T 
in the Pan^ edjcion of i^iS^ "ff/ included hy Rehimpm- 

Thomas Luj'^ht [b. 1498 — d. 37 Dec, 1537] while itiidying at Paris edith 
it^cnnd edition ni Utofiia. Afterwards becomes Lecturer in Rhelcric at Oxford ^H 

Utopia is wortliy of multiformed Iludy. Not onlyH 
from its refledlion of the charafler, principles, and ~ 
merry wit of its author ; from its propofed folutions of 
fuch fecial problems, as the fcarcity or overplus of po 
pulation, the prevention of famines, and the like : bui 
alfo from its reference of the condition of the poor, 
efpecially the ' bondmen,' the then dying out 'villenage' 

I of England ; from its allufions Co the late, as well as to 
the prefent Englifli king ; from its furvey of Continental 
politics in 1516 : and on other accounts. fl 

The furthefl difcovery of Amerigo Vefpucci in his" 
fourth voyage, along the coafl-line of Brazil, appears to 
have been Cape Frio. Sir Thomas More apparently 
refers to Deodati's colleftion, in fpeaking of 'ihofe iiii. 
voyages that be nowe in printe, and abrode in euery 
mannes handes;' which, in Latin, was tirll publilhed in 
1507, under the title of Qi^allvor Amcrici Vefpvttit\ 
Navagatioms. Near the end of this tract is the follow- < 
ing account of what occurred on 3 April, 1504. 

JieHniis igitur in cajkllo prafato Chrijiicolis. xxiiij. rt j 
mm illis.xij. mcuhinis ac alijs plurimus armis/ vnaa(m\ 
pronifione pro fexe menfibus JuffiewUel . . . 

On this paffage More hangs his whole fidlion. This | 
is the carefully concealed flarting-point of the imagi- 
nary portion of his work. Thence the Portuguefe 
Hythlodaye wanders to the ifland of ' Nowhere,' which h 
to More's mind was 'beyond the line equinoiflial' be- H 
Iween Brazil and India. There for five years and more 
Hythlodaye fludied the laws and habits of a community 
(alloiving the very low average of 30 perfons to each of 
the 6000 houfeholds of the 54 cities) of 6,500,000 
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perftifls; not including tlieir countrey population or 
outlying 'forreyne towns.' At length, returning horae 
from India in the Portuguefe fluet, Hythlodaye is re- 
prefeoted as introduced by Peter ^gidius to More in 
the doorway of Antwerp Cathedral : whence all diree 
adjourn to the garden in Sir Thomas' houfe, where, on 
a bench 'covereij with torues' they, with John Clement, 
liHen a whole day to the (lory of Hythlodaye; the con- 
tents of the firll book being recounted before dinner : 
and thofe of the fecond between dinner and fupper. 

Hythlodaye maj' well fay ' tliat this nation tooke Cheii 
beginninge of tlie Grekes, bicaufe their fpeche .... 
kepeth dyuers Ggnes and tokens of tlie greke langage 
in the names of their city es, and of theiremagiflrates;'* 
as, for example, tlie following : — 
English. Latin. Greek. 

Ulopia Utopia [ = Nusquajna] oi, nn ; riiioi, place. 

H)-lUlodaye H ylli Iodic 115 1 palro- I (lS\oj (=niigip] imnftn/e. 

Achuiictu ArcJiorii > nyTTiic < ^^ftpti^, jt^yUfs^ li/rtUhfd- 

Maiariens Mncarensii ) forms of ( iidfa.p, Htffdi. kappy. 

Amaurol Ainaiitolus d/jarpdr./Aaa'pay./iniKrMaft 

Anyder Aiiydrus ani3/iot, walirlt/s. 

Pbylarch Phylarchus iti\i\otapxii,ciie/oflliiiri6i. 

' There is an effential difference of purpofe in the 
fomewhat fimilar works of Plato and More. In the 
Republic, Plato, in the perfon of Socrates, endeavours 
' tlioroughly to invefligate the real nature of jufLice and 
injuflice,' by (iril invelligating their charafler in cities, 
and afterwards by applying ' the lame inquiry to the 
individual, looking for the counterpart of the greatCT 
as it exifls in the form of the lefs.'f More, in the per- 
fon of Hythlodaye, looking round the world, perceives . 
nothing ' but a certein conipiracy of riche men pro- 
curinge Iheire owne commodities vnder the name and 
tide of the commen wealth.'! Plato endeavours to at- 
tain to an exadl idea of an abllradt vertuc : More feeks ' 
to devife a fydem in which the poor (hall not perilh foi 
lack, nor the rich be idle through excufe of their riches; 
in which every me is equally of the commonwealth, and in 
which the commonwealth poffefs only a common wealth. 
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conncdled with the earlier iJTue* 

of 

UTOPIA. 

Refcrrrd lain Lrttrrs 6* Pufifn Forfign &' Demrstie ef iht r^ign o/Mmry 
Vlih AmiiiEed and Catnlofiucd by Bcv- J, S, Biffrt'eR, MA. 
London, 1864- 
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[LondonT] More to Erasmus. Leittn, ^c. il 4ja 

More^H eiiiba?5y ha* bfcn successful, but fedicms ; has been 
jiway more th.in six jnonchi. . . . Htis rormcd a dose in* 
dmacy wi[h PcL, GilM li^giiJiua] of Anlwcrp, 

LoTidon. Mdru id EkAbMi^t. \\. 777, 

Thfl Epistsl^ QbiOirfTHia Vinm'rH is popular ccgry w here- 
I5 elad thai Peter [^gidiu^] JittQS hl« Nuj^ttama [IJtaina]. 
Wi&ho 10 bear if Tunsial nppniTea of it, and other judgu. 

Louvain, GaFfA)rDi?sNoviOHAGU5(ofNime£uen)toEKAft^ 

Hib friend Thcihloricii^ [MariinJ will underrvke in print tbe 
Utepia. FAludanu^ wU3 show hiin a cut of ihe ia^and br & 
grcBl pjunter, if £msmusdc&irc Any alrciatjon&r 

Bru^iels. ErfA^MU^ to Pethr d%GiJiriJa, ii. 796, 

Uffpia is in ibe printer's bands, 

Mechlin. jBifOHB BusunAMJslo MpjfH- ii ^14, 

In Tirai&e of biK Utopia. 

London. Mqrc to FbtrEt^ .^QlPlUS. iu BqA- 

Lccier. Translated hy Rublnsnn at /A 9i'36. 

The lEditin prjncFps oppe-TU. Libelh'x •tKrt aitrefr *a 
inimts ri'ltitaT-is qvairt /estiuns, de oftimo reip, statu, ifegut 
Koua Insula Vt»pia. . . , ItbasnopaEinLition. (i) First crirnei 
the picture-chnrE of the i^l^ind nboye re[~frrFd in; (j] Tben the 
Utopian ntphalKt, in wbii^h A to L ar? rcpresenicd by drclei 
or curves 7 M by atriangTe; and N to V by reciangles or por- 
tions thereof: a:Lahes being u&ed in cnnneciinn wicli these for 
funber diversity. (3) Then we bovc Ancmnliu'^' Ulopiao 
Heluulicbonn its p. 167 : (4) Then jflGidLni' letter to Bu*-ley. 
den, ite pp. xt-^'ib^', {^] Then onoEher letter to hini, fram 
John Paludanu^, wbo^Ti^ contributes a poem ; neither of which 
Were included in Rubinsnn'a translation i (6) Then a poem by 
Ginirdu4 Noviomagus, Dt Utepia, trj p. ifij; {7} Then the 
poem of Comcliua GraphzuE, Aa Uclormi, srr p. ifi?: (A) 
ThED Busleyden's letter to Thomits More, (not included in 
Ro^nson's iranalaiion}: (g) liken Moie'i letter (d i^lflidliis, 
mpp. «-s6; (lol Then the Tent, In two booIiL] 

MOKH toTtJNSTALL H. 154I. 

HU lut lettCTt U'cre the mii^t delightru) he ever received 
rnmhini, as they .^DkcHo hk^bry of bis Republics [Utipin). 
TtuKb they were as ainixre a£ candid, , . . , ^V^s Bfraid, 
unonf his mnny pvoc^jtions, he wntild not have lime for such 
LriileB, nnr cauld he have done so except eut of partiality. It 
gTad he Jj ple^ised wilh ibe work, and not less for his candid 
advice. 

Lundon. MoitH to Erasmus, il. Sgi. 
Begs Erasmus will thank Patudanufl and Giles [jf^diusj, 
Antwerp, Ehashub to Wjlliam TTdtk. ii, ^53, 
Beg* him to send for Mure'a Uloput, if he has not yet rear* 
it, and wishes lo icc the true source of all pohtical flvib. fThli 
provci the pabUcalion of the firat cdiiion ocraTe ibit date,? 
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CHROmCLE. 7 

1517, MiT- T. Antwerp. Era^mij* to ^lojris, li. psB- 

Sends on? leEitr (a ^f Hrlianui, who imBgiDed Out the lirEf 
baolc of Utopia WLiA wrJLlen Ly EraAinUK. . . . ^ Am Moan ai 
Mora has corrected the Utofi^^ Elrumuft will lend tli« MS. ta 
Ila&Ie or Puis. 
1517. Mar. 8. Antwerp, Ewashus to Mohh. ii, 963- 

'Send uie Vtapit aX yaiu sirEicat oppariiinity^' A hiirgo- 
mAstCT at Antwerp is so plcaaed wilh it that he knowA il all br 
beart, 
[T] Lcodon. Mohe In Eha^mus, ii- 9x-\. 

Sent bi4 Utopia sqihc lime since, and ks delighted to Jiear \\ 
win come Dul in a lungnifLCenl roim. 
July 31. Pflris, GuLiELhua Buc^u^ ta THowfts Lufset. i!. iia,. 
Thanks him fijr n Copy of Mijtc's Utopia. , . . Long* coni' 
HLeodalion of the Utopia. (Prinicdin both editLiJus of 15T&.] 
Aug. as. Lauvain. Ekasmu"^ iu Jr>iiN KifOBiLNius- ii- t\4j. 
Sends , . r Utopia Tor Frohcnhu \o print. 
[T] EaA&MTis to Monc ii. icga 

Has bent More's Epieroint and Utepiu to Basle. 
Auj. aS. Anlwcrpr FhaNci* Chiehrcatp to En/iSMUS. li. tiji, 
Od bis leaving England for Rome, to avoid rhe sweabng 
sif^ess, lutithed at Antwerp and hcud that Erasmus was 
staying wilh Pelrua ^gidius, iecreiary to the munidpality or 
Antweip. On calling heard ihai Erasmns had started the 
day beloTe for Loiivuin, 
'J>J- n London- Mdh& to Erasmus. iL 1155. 

li In the clouds with the dream of the eavemmeni ro be 
o^ered him by hia Ucapiam ; Fancies himseir a gmnd poien* 
taEe, with a crown and a Franciscan cloak fpaludatfigiiiutfj, 
foUowed by a gnad procuaon of Uie AmauH. Should it 

C lease Heaven In exalt him to this high dignity, where he will 
: too high to think of CJitnnian acquain lances, Fie will slit] 
Iieep a nomer in his heart for Erasmus fttid Tiinstall: and 
should they pay him a visit En Uiopia, he will make all hii 
subjects honor them i^ is befiiLing the friends of majcity. 
The mDm has dawned and dispelled hiE dream, and stripped 
ofThis royalty, plunging him down into hia old milL-raund ai 
the Court, 
1517. Aug. 31. Louvain. Erasmus to Tunbtal. iL it^^ 

Has taken up bis abode ni Lou vain and is on good termji 
with (he theologians. Is staying with Faludanus, hU aucicni 
friend, but wants lo find more room for hit bonks. 
1517. Sept. J, Moea to Eha'iMUS. ii. 11^7. 

Sends his Utopia I Nusguttntutt Hostmnt muquam beiii 
Kriptam oii tt niitta). 
SepL ij. Paris- Tkomas Llipsst to EitAS&ius. u. itfii. 

In ten da getting a new edition ef Marc's Utopia pnnxc^ 
Dec- 15. Landon. Motif Id Ekasm^is. u. laoi. 

Expects his Utapia. 
Hut. 5 Louvain. Eba^mub to Morr. fi. 1738- 

Tho printers at B^';]e eitb^e their deUy in the UiafiA by 
reuon of the preface added by BudzuSr [This is the third 
cditiun.l HM»een a French edition of the L'/fl/rj. (LupMt'i 
edition, primed by Gkties de Commnnt at Pani, must dure- 
fore rank bk ihc sKonttXw point of time, but is only a repririt 
of the Louvain edition of 1^16.] 
ijit^ Not^ |Daie of (he Basle edition, third in point oT lime, zranulaM 

regards auiharthiii- Il omits PnludanuV Jeiier and poem of 
the lirbt edilion, and has in addition the ^kbnve mentioned 
Letrer& fram Erasrims 10 Frobcmub, and Trom Hud^ to Lupset 
Thii edition therefore embodying also More'b cnrrvctiens of 
Cbe protfiom year, is at once the moKt complef md niaai 
foncd published im his liTelinie ' 
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BIBLIOCKAPHY, 

satofim. 

* Edition! itui secH' 
For tiifi evliest Ladn editions, ti:': f'p. b, t- Space doH not permit dfilulin£ 
olLcf Latin, or die French, (Jerman, Italiao, and Spaniib cditlcm tlutt 
luvc appeared. 

ENGLISH EDITIONS. 
{a) EgEiup In ^t Quttjai'S liEdinr- 

None. 
{ti) Hmuek flinir tbi flutbor'i ttnttt. 

Ralph Robinson's Translation. 

\. At a te^raU /-uNicfitien. 
]. fJ5TF Lcndoii. 1 vnl Svd, EarS/ji tnitulatiait: &ec title at^, ii. 
3 155^' LoDdon. I vtfl. 8va. Srcoitii and rwttued trantiation : Kee dtte 

3 1597- LondDM. A niualpltiiKitLt fruUfuU ditd wiltleworkc, , , of the best 

1 Voir .1^0, Ktflte of a puhlique ivealr, and of the ntw Y|e caEI^ Ucociia. 
And now chi^ third edition, newly confided and ameDdcd- 

4 ifia4. London. Sir T. Mutc's Utopia . . . Nowafi^rmany Inipresaions^ 

1 toL *[o, nfwiy dJiTccred and ptirgpd of all errors hapned inuie former ■ 
cdkLiuiL PmEcdby Utile. Aifop; who dcdiutcsLl 10 Cmnrn- 
i^Iof^ ofjifi^rtfjaa in North Mi^rtfi in the conntreof T/rr'A 
Jard, £&qii!re ; nexi in Bloud to Sir Thitnas Morw; . . 
Q 1^39. London. The Comnionwcalih of Ulopitt. - , - Another cdjEiDn i 

1 VOL TaCDD. "So. 4 

14 iBoB. London. Utopia . . . With copiaus l^oTeE, anda Biof:TRphJCAJ and 

I vol- 4I0. Literary Inirodiictkon. By the Rev. T. F. DidDiN, F,S.A. 

A. reprint 01 the i»t of 1639, No. G. which is iUelTa repnpt , 

of Alsap^A of 1614 : collated mth Edltioa 0^1551, No. 1. 

18 T Mar. 1869. London. 1 vol. Bvo. Eugtuh /^^fimifs: sec dtleaJ/, 1. 

Bp. Gildekt Bithnet's Translation. 

L A s a Jtfiamtt pubiicatisn. 

6 E6S4, Londan. Utapla .... tianfilaied into Engliah. 

1 vol, flvo. 

7 \J37- Dublin. Utopia. . . . To (his edition ia added, a Hhortiiccoum oCj 
I vol. is[no- Sir Thoniju More's Life and his TriwL 

5 1743. Glasgow. UtopiaortheHappy Republic i a Philosophical Romance, J 

I vol, flvo. in two books. 
1751. Oxford. Utopia - - . - Revia'd, corrected and frcatly improv'd 
I voL i^mo- by Thdha^ Willumson. 
10 1753- Oaford. Utopia - , . The ivhule revia"ij. corrected, aod impTOv'd| 
1 voL rimo. by A doMTLasiAh CjF OxFOJ'Dr A reprint of No- 9- I 

12 *iB(i^. London, Utopia or die Best Etate of a Commonwealth, DiAdm^l 

1 vol. Svo, slxxix o/Ne. li 

16 *iB<19' London. Utopia or the Happy Reptiblic, London Cataiopte, 

I vol. ]?EIlD. 

17 1850, London, TM* Fhanix LihTory, ^l^ctcd by JottH MjKTva Ho 

1 YoL isnio. OAW- Utopia, or The Happy RepubLic 

U 1758. London. Mcffloin of the life of Sir Thomu More . , . Towhich 

t vol. Svo. H added, his Efi^tory of Utopia with Hold hlstDrical , 

and cDpljuiatory liy F- Waknep, LL.D. ^ 

16 1838, Lottdon. T^e MoiUrfifCfs of FrtJie Ltleraiurt- Viil, iv.| ITtopiflLt 

I voL Bvo. or the Hjippy Republic, wiLh Laid Bacon'a ;v>Tir Atiantit^ 

Widi v preliminary discourse by J, A_ St. JoHff, Eaqre. 

Arthur Cayleiv's {the younger) Translation. 

II. lyitkolturivorks. 

13 i5a8. LondnQ- Memoitt of Sir I'hDinas More, with a nev traiulatii'h ( 
« voU. 4to. hii Utofiia, \m History of King Richard IlL, and 

Latin Pocmi. Ut^pU^ occupied u. \-v^s- 
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• Probable or iippraninaiF datH, 

Based chiefly— heiides the prewnl worlc^on Amrrigo Vetfiucii, San 
<ar*ictirf^ ut t<riis {mime if s moins tiufMrHtt^uts)^ sa vir el jei Ko^'igaiioruj 
by F. A. OR VAawiiAGKW, EruiHan Mini&Ter to Peni, Cliile. and Ecuiidnr, 
Ac. Lima, 1B65, ful- Sec aUo Tfu Lift ami i^eyagri of Aiiterictti Vtiptt- 
cimi, by C. £. Lkstru uid A. FosTffiL New Vork, 1046, flvo. 

The Aunfl Raphael Hyihtodaye [iar thia u his nunc] u very well lemed in 
Ihe Latinc (ongue : but pmfoundc and exccUcTir iq Ihe Grckc lo-iguc. ^ . . . 
Hi* patrimonyc th^lbc was borne viito, he lefie ro hia brciheni (for he is < 
PiutL]^ barne). /. 99. Ai concemiDg myfrcpdcs and kyiisfolke (quod ho^ 
1 puse Dot ETcady for tliciTi. F« \ ihimfc I haue suRlcieDUy dooac my parle 
lowordct Ihem alre^idy. fi. 33. 

Aa concernyng this maucr, I allow the ordinaunce of no nuLiDEi so wel u 

yat which I uwe, whilej L (rauJiili^d abroadc abouic the worlde^ v&ed inPerraa 

ftmoncc [he people th^tcoininciLly be called ihc Poly]?[i[c$[Pci1ylenTa), A 47, 

1494. April. The King of Spain throws Qpen ihe tfsdc and nnvi^atiDn ol 

the JiidicK lo all ihipi takins ihclr drporLuie froin Caau. 

"lli?ie(i\(. in EikaUrtd] 1 uHcd fur the apnea of, iiii. or .v. 
miineEhes Together, ooi ton^e after ihe inEunxcLion, ynE ihs 
Weifcrne Engliahc men mudc agnyn&l their ^iig,' /. 36. 

KesUys With CnnlinaL Morion. Ai/>. 37-54, he giwa an 
arcouot of a tabCc^t^tlk, oae dziy while ne woa in his hotitc- 

ITic Florentine Amerigo Vespucd (h. g Mar. (451— <L «■ 
Feb. 1513], in the employ of the King of Spain, leaves Cddii 
with 4 ahipa. 'tliis, \\\% fusi voy^gic, waa chiefly abcul the 
f49fl. Oct IS- Gulf of McKLctf. He returns to Cadii 15 Oi:lLibcr 1498, 
i^ij^. May, Vespucci — at;a!n in the service r>f Spain — IcnvesCodii. This 

voyage, in part with Alonio de Hojedn and Juan de la Cou, 
brcughi bini to the mainland of South Amenco- 
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Hylhlodayet ' for the ilsire that he had to «e, said kaov* 

(be larre Countreycs of the wurlde, he Loyii^dhimseEfein cam- 

' in the. iii. last voyagei of 

n hiacnm^ijiny.' P- ^- 

of [he kin^ rjf Portugal — 

X in wliich ne continuu hit 



pony wUh AtjjerjlLf^ Vcipuce. and in Ihe. iii. last voyagei of 
ilitHe, ill, . . . he continued siyl in his CQinjijiny.' " -- 

Vespucci — entering the service i ' "' ' 

leaves XJ^bDn on his third voyage % . 

1509, SepL 7, discoverieB alnn^ the cnasi nf Brazil. He telums to Usboo. 

?5ot- May Vapucd — MiJim thest-mce of the king tf Poriogal— com' 

LJiiBfill JOr lEiaDdsaBhlpiD asquadnnnof 6shbpA, uitder Goji^alode Coclho. 

Hylhlodaj says, " When I was deiermyned <o enE^'^ into 
my. liii. voyage, 1 caiic ii]iD the Jiippe in the sieadc of mar- 
coiintiise n prety f^fdel of hooker, bycause I intcoded to coma 
againernther neuer, than shortly.'"— J'rt liit ai p. 115 

' AIao my companion, Tricini Apinains caned with mm phi- 
tick bookes-' /, ii*i. 

The squadron crossed the Une, and on loth Au^ saw du- 
iinctlv Ob the hariiitn ;in iilnciiJ— which can be no other thou 
Feroando de Naconha. 7~he n^u-vhip, oJ^ -yx ton». was 
■recVed on b rock near the ifilond, but happily the crav win 
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THE LIFE OF HYTHLODAYE. 



1501- Sepu, 

tjoj. Kdt- 

1504. Mar, 

1504- April 3- 
1504. June iB. 



■ijDJ- IJIO. 



■5if. •Nflv. 



JVf A JToK J. 



iaved. Vespucd, llicn 4 leaf uu frnm The ulJind, w^ on 
to fii>d Id it a harbour. H« niLBS«d ihp island and loit iighT i3t 
tha aihcr ^hips. Aflcr B d?va- however, he uw n tall en the 
horixoEi, which dd Jqiiudk pranvd to b? onr af ihccn^ Bricb 
itcsmIs then Fcturrcd Ed ihc irpEnnd, and found the other three 
■hips gonc^; anchotrd^iDuk in wocid, 9i.^-, undrh^usef oui forfhc 
■ppoinfei rradtTVQiu in ca^e of SFporalion : Bahia, discovered 
b [}ie previous voyage- There they orhved in iS diyi; aod 
waited fur 9 niDnths and 14 days. Al lenglh lir^dof the delay, 
the turo CDDimanderi determined to explore the coaAt ahead. 
Snilins southward, they at length (topped at a port, which, 

SccDrding U Vomhagen], can be no other than Cape Frio 
ere they found a quantity of dye-woud ibmjilj, with which 
they 1n:ided their bhips: during a stay of 5 oiinnths. 

Before reluming, u^cy left ii little factory of 94 mmed men 

in a fortress armcil with is guns. Then &[:tTiiig luiI, la 77 dayi 

I. reached Llibon on iB June i^dj > hnng the enrliest ddingri of 

either themselves or their missing conHirts ; which on 4 Sept, 

1504, Veapucci bcheved to be all lost. [Condtnstd/rorm V'artt- 

nythJodaye ' Eotie theHcencr: of mayster Americhe (though 
it was lore aE^jins this wyJI) 10 be one of the, nmh wbiche m 
die ende of the laste voyage were left in the connirye ofGuliker' 

Aflcr ihe departyn^cof Mayster Vespuce, when he had Era- 
qalled through and abouie many CouniTcycs with. V. of hlft 
eoinpairioDS Guhkancii ^i>, of th? abovf ^4; one of thcjc fivt 
W^ft the above named 1 ricius Apinqtiis, p. iig J fi. 30. 

Yf you had bene with nic in UiopU, ;ind had pre^eULlye KUe 
xheire fashions and tavfcs, as 1 dyd, whyche lined there, v. 
yeares, andmoore. and wolde ncuer hnue conimcn thence, but 
opEye to make that newe Londe kucwirB here, >- 69. 

Amaurote . . . wherein I liued Eiue whgEe yearu logeiher. 

The AcHORtaNS (Achi:>tti]T whiche be situate cuer Bgayub 
the TUnd of Utopoa on the iouth rjute side. fi. 57, 

The Macakiens [MacajensiiJ whiche be not ^rre distaunl 
f£on] Ucopia. /. £3. 

'The ANFvoi-rANKS(Anemnlii] , . . dwell farre thence^aui 
had verie Lide B{c]n[iainiancc vnih' the UiopianSx /. jdi. 

The baitell whicdc ihf Utopians fought for the NitPHBLO- 
i^ETBg [Nephelogeis] against the ALAUfOLrTANBS [Alaopo- 
LitaiJ a Little before oure time - . - Tlie Ncplicfjifielcs before 
the warre, when the AFanpolilanea nourished in wealth, wer 
nothing ta be cornparcd 'ruh ihcnir //. 133^ 133. 

TheiAPoi-ffTES [Zapoleiiel This people la, 500, mylesfroni 
Utopia easlewarde. f, t]6. 

HyUilodaye numcFi the aunt nf AnemoUus, the Poet 
laureate of Utopia f. ifi?. 

But bccau&e among n foure (for no mo ofvF was left a Line. 
tWDof our oompanye beyng dead) iherewaa no priest, . , .at 
my departure. . . . /. 144. 

Al the Imi by ramieyLciui chaunce he LHythlodaye] arriued 
in Trapabant [Ceylon] from whence he went to Cahi^Utl [Cah^ 
cull, where hi: ch^unced to fynde ccrtayne of hy^ Oountreyr 
■hippea wherein he retajmed a^ayne Lo his Countreye, no 
thinge le^e then lonked for, /. jo. 

^r T- More meeting Hythlodiye in the doorway of Antwerp 
CbthedraE, describes him as ' A m^Ln »cU itHcken In age, with 
A blAcke -hOnnehumed face, a longe bearde, and a cloke nasi 
bomly about hi^ shoulders, wborne, by hisfauoure and appaicll 
furthwitb I iudged to bee a mariner, fi. 99. 

'Very -Bcertain newes* fH nibsequendy of Hyihlod 
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anti plea£(aunt^cge of t^e 

btstt state of a publtfq;ue taieale, anc 
of tljE neine yU lallcB iMMpiia: toiftttn 
in Hatitir by S^r STi^oma.Q. ^orr 
Sn»9fttr aiiH n-aiiBlatfO mto Englfisfjc 
bS Kaptie Sob^nson efiti>cfn onO 
©olUemptbe of aoiiDon, at t^c _ 
(jrocumnEitt, ana earncBi rc= 
quest of Cieotge STaSIotoe 

of tlje »ame Citfe. 
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bv abraljam !!3rlr, atoelling in lllauli 

cljurrljeDarae at tjjt Bsgne of 
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^0 tl)^ rtQl)t 

tonoucatle;; am \)is betie sin 

gitler gooQ jiiAiBtcr, matsifr Mlilliam 
ffErrllf sBfltHinc, one of rijf tbjoo pviw= 
cipall^ctf tarics to ite fii>iig fjts nioste 
t;rrrlleku' maicsttt, ^npiye iSiobsnaon 

W?ii)}cti) tontinuauiite of ficaitt), 
*■ ._ toirtj OflBlw (iirreaBr of btr= 
.*-. ■ ' tue, ants tonourc. 
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IPon a tyine, when tidynges came too the 
citie of Corinthe that kyng Philippe fathefj 
to Alexaoder fumamed ye Great, was 
comming thetherwarde with an armie 
royall to lay fiege to the citie : The Cor-J 
inthians being forth with ftryken with greaCe feare, be- 
ganne bufilie, and eameilly to looke aboute them, and 
to falle to worke of all haiides. Some to fkowre and 
trynime vp harneis, forae to carry Hones, Come to 
amende and buylde hygher the walles, fome to ram- . 
])iere and fortyfie the bulwarkes, and fortrcfles, fomel 
one thynge, and fome an other for die defendinge, andj 
Ilrengtiienynge of the citie. The whiche bufie labour,! 
and toyle of theiies when Diogenes the phylofopher 
fawe, hauing no profitable bufmes whereupon to fette 
himfelf on worke (neither any man required his 
labour, and helpe as expedient for the commen wealth 
in that neceffitie) immediatly girded about him hia| 
phylofophicall cloke, and began to rolle, and tumble vp* 
and downe hether and thether vpon the hille fyde, that 
lietb adioyninge to the citie, his great barrel or tunne, 
wherein he dwelled : for other dwellynge place wold 
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he haiie none. This femg one of his frendes, and not 
litel! mufynge therat, came to hyrn : And I prayc 
lie Diogenes (quod he) whie doert. thou thus, or what 
Imeanetl thou hereby? Forfothe I am tuniblyng my 
Itubbe to {quod he) bycaure it where no reaion yat I only 
Ifhoiild be ydeil, where fo many be working. In fem- 
Ifclable maner, right honorable fir, though I be, as I ani 
[in dede, of muche lefle habihtie then Diogenes was to 
[do any tbinge, that (hall or may be for the auaunce- 
ment and commoditie of the publique wealth of my 
natiue counirey : yet I feing euery fort, and kynde 
I of people in theire vocation, and degree bufilie occu- 
pied about the common weakhes affaires : and efpeci- 
ally learned men dayly putting forth in writing newe 
I inuentions, and deuifes to the funheraunce of the 
fame : thought it my bounden duetie to God, and to 
I my countrey fo to tumble my tubbe, I meane fo to 
, occupie, and ejtercife raefelf in bellowing fuch fpare 
, houres, as I beinge at ye becke, and commaundemenC 
of others, cold conueniently winne to me felf ; yat 
though no commoditie of that my labour, and traoaile 
to the publique weale (hould arife, yet it myght by this 
appeare, yat myne endeuoire, and good wille hereunto 
was not lacking. To the accompli Hiement therfore, 
. and fuifyilyng of this my myndc, and purpofe : I toke 
vpon me to toume, and tranflate oute of Latine into oure 
Englifhe tonge the fnitefuU, and profitable boke, whicli 
fir Thomas more knight compiled, and made of the 
new y!e Utopia, conteining and fetting forth ye befl 
ilate, and fourme of a publique weale : A worke {as it 
appeareth) written ahnod fourtie yeres ago by the faid 
fir Thomas More ye authour therof, The whiche man, 
(orafmuche as he was a man of late tyme, yea almoft 
of ihies our dayes : and for ye excellent qualities, 
wherewith the great goodnes of God had plentyftilly 
endowed him, and for ye high place, and rowme, 
wherunio his prince had moil gracioufly called hira, not- 
ably wel knowen, not only among vs his coimtremen. 
but alfo in forrein countreis and nations: theifore T 
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haue not much to fpealce of him. This only I faye : 
yat it is much to be lamented of al, and not only of vs 
Englifli men, yat a man of fo incomparable witte, of fo 
profounde knowlege, of fo abfolute learning, and of fo 
fine eloquence was yet neuerthelefle fo much blinded, 
rather with ohflinacie, then with ignoraunce yat he 
could not or ratlier would not fee the (hining fight of 
godes holy tnithe in certein principal pointes of Chris- 
tian religion : but did rather cheufe to perfeuer, and 
continue io his wilfull and iluhboume obflinacie euen 
to ye very death. This I fay is a thing much to be 
lamented. But letting this matter paffe, I retoume 
again to Utopia. Which (as I faid befor) is a work not 
only for ye matter yat it conteineth fmteful and pro- 
fitable, but alfo for ye writers eloquent latine (Uele 
plealaunt and delectable. Which he yat readeth in 
latine, as ye authour himfelf wrote it, perfecdy vnder- 
flanding ye fame : doubtles he flial take great pleafure, 
and delite both in ye fweete eloquence of ye writer, am ' 
alfo in ye wittie inueocion, and fine conueiaunce, 
difpofition of ye matter: but niofl of all in the goi 
and holfome leffons, which be there in great plenty, 
and aboundatmce. But nowe I feare greatly yat in 
this my fimple tranflation through my rudenes and ig- 
ooraunce in our englifh tonge all the grace aud pleafure 
of ye eloquence, wherwith ye matter in latine is finely 
fet forth may feme to be vtterly excluded, and lofl : 
and therfore the frutefulnes of tlie matter it felfe muche 
peraduenture dimmifhed, and appayred. For who 
knoweth not whiche knoweth any thyng, that an 
eloquent (lyele fetteth forth and highly commendeth a 
meane matter ? Where as on the other fide rude, and 
irnlearned fpeche defaceth and difgraceth a very good 
matter. According as I harde ones a wife man lay : 
A good tale euel tolde were better vntold, and an 
euell tale well tolde nedeth none other follicitour. 
This thing I well pondering and wayinge with me felf, 
and alfo knowhig, and knowledging the barbarous 
rudenes of my tranflation was fully determined neuer 
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haue put it forth in printe, had it not bene for cer- 
f tein frendes of myne, and efpeciatly one, whom aboue 
\ al oilier I regarded, a man of &ge, and difcret witte 
, and in wor[l]dly matters by long vfe well experienced, 
. whoes name is George Tadlowe ; an honefl. citizein of 
London, and in the fame citie well accepted, and of 
good repuiation : at whoes requefl, and inftaunce I 
I firft toke vpon my weake, and feble (holders ye heauie, 
I and weightie bonrdein of this great enterprice. This 
I man widi diners other, but this man chiefely (for he 
[was able to do more with nie, then many other) aftei 
I that I had ones rudely brought ye worke to an ende, 
[ceaffed not by al meanes poffible continualy to af 
lfeiiltme,vntil hehadat yebfte, what by ye force ofhii 
Ipitthie argumentes and ftrong reafons, and what by 
I hys authority fo perfuaded me, that he caufed me to 
[agree and confente to the impryntynge herof. He 
[ iherfore, as the chiefe perfuadour, mull take vpon him 
I the daunger, whyche vpon this bolde, and raihe enter- 
jpryfe fhall enfue. I, as I fuppofe, am herin clerely 
lacquytte, and difcharged of all hlame. Yet, honorable 
(Syr for the better auoyding of enuyous and malycyous 
[tonges, I (kno\vynge you to be a man, not onlye pro- 
ffoundely learned, and well affected towardes all fuche, 
as eyther canne, or wyll take paynes in ye weU be- 
ftowing of that poore talente, whyche GOD hath en- 
dued them wyth : but alfoforyouregodlyedyfpofytyon, 
and vertuous qualytyes not vnworthelye nowe placed 

»in aucthorytye, and called to honourc) am the bolder 
bumblye to offer and dedycate vnto youre good mayfler- 
fiiyppe thys my fymple woorke. Partly that vnder the 

»fauffe conducte of your protection it may the better he 
defended from the obloquie of them, which can fay 
well by nothing, that pleafeth not their fond, and cor- 
rupt iudgementes, though it be els both frutefull and 
godly : and partlye that by the meanes of this homely 
prefent I may the better renewe, and reuiue (which of 
late, as you know, I haue already begomie to do) )'al 
old acquayntaimce, that was betwene you and me io 
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the time of our childhode, being then fcolefellowes to- 
gethers. Not doubting that you for your natiue good- 
nea, and gentelnes will accept in good parte this poore 
gift, as an argument, or token, that mine old good 
wil, and hartye affection towardes you is not by reifon 
of long tract of time, and feparatlon of our bodies any 
thinge at all quayled and diminifhed, but rather (I 
affiier you) much augmented, and increafed. This 
verely is ye chieffe caufe, yat hath incouraged me to 
be fo bolde with youre maiderfhippe. Els tnielye this 
my poore prefent is of luch fimple and meane fort, 
that it is neyther able to recorapenfe the leail portion 
of your great gentelnes to me, of my part vodeferued, 
both in the time of our olde acquayntance, and alfo 
now lately again bountifully fliewed : neither yet fitte, 
and mete for the very bafenes of it to be offered to 
one fo worthy, as you be. But almighty god (who 
therfote euer be thanked) hath auaunced you to fuch 
fortune, and dignity, that you be of hability to accept 
EhankefuUy afweil a mans good will as his gift. The 
fame god graunte you and all yours long, and ioyfuUy 
to contynue in all godlynes 
and profperytj'e. 

(•■■) 
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C ®ijc translator lo tl^e 
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fHou (ha.]te vnderllandc gentle reader (hat 
tlioughe this worke of Utopia in Eng- 
li(h, come nowe the feconde tyme furth in 
Print, yet was it reuer my minde nor in- 
tente, that it (houlde euer haue bene Im- 
printed at all, as who for no fuch purpofe tolce vpon me 
at the firile the tranflation thereof : but did it onelye at 
the requeft of a frende, for his owiie priuate vfe, vpon 
liope that he wolde haue kept it lecrete to hym fell 
aJone. Whom though I knew to be a man in dede, 
both very wittie, and alfo fkilful, yet was I certen, that 
in the knowledge of the Latin tonge, he was not fo well 
fene, as Co Lie hable to iudge of the finenes or courfe- 
nea of my tranflation. Wherfore I wente the more 
lleightlye through with it, propoundyrge to my felfe 
diereia, rather to pleafe my fayde frends iudgemente, 
then inyne owne. To the meaneffe of whofe learninge 
I Ihoughte it my part to fubmit, and attemper ray ilile. 
Lightlie therefore I ouer ran the whole worke, and in 
fliort tyme, with more hall, then good fpede, I broughte 
it to an elide. But as the latin prouerbe fayeth : The 
haftye bitdie bringeth furth blind whelpes. For when 
this my worke was fiiiiflied, the rudenes therol fliewed 
it to be done in polle hade. How be it, rude and bafe 
though it ivere, yet fortune fo ruled the matter that lo 
Imprintinge it came, and that partly againft my wyll. 
Howebeit not beinge hable in this behalfe to refill the 
pitthie perfuaCons of my frendes, and perceauing ther- 
fore none other remedy, but that furth it (houlde ; I 
comforted myfeife for the tyme, only with this notable 
faying of Terence. 

Ha vita efl Jiom'uium, guafi quum liidas Ufftrh. 

Si itbid, quod eji maxiimi opus iadu mn cadit : 

Hiud, quod cecidit fortt, id arte iit corrigas. 

In which verfes the Poete Hkeneth or compareth the 

life of man to a diceplaiyng or a game at the tables ; 

Meanynge therein, if that chaunce rife not, whiche ii 



waft fat the pluen iilBMBtige, Alt d>^ Ac duoincc 
ivhiA fixume hxdie fieni, ooghc lb co— y n ^ to be 
F|toycd.asiiMybet<Hfac|)liiBlcJaiiMMgr. Bythe 
which wortfaf fimilitDde fiucfy the «ntie Poete gcuclh 
\n lo vado^ode, dnt thoog^iBxayaffiariicicsuid 
[dornges, (as it oAc dwaprctfa) ve happai to &3e and 
I mille of our good pnttafed paipafe, to dot tbe fucceOe 
L and otu mteale pcooe thiogobne odde: yctio wcim^l 
mih wittie drouiirpection to hanSc tbe ntttto. that do 
cuyll or incommoditie, as bm faith as m^ be, and as 
in vG lieih, do therof eofue. Acoosdmg to tbe whiclie 
counfell, though I am in dede in ooi^Bnfoa of an ex- 
pene gameller and acoouii^ pl^qwr, bot aren-cbdngier, 
yet hauc I in this by cfaaoixe, that oo mv fide mwares 
hath iallen, fo (I fuppofe) bchaued fnyfelt that, as 
doubtles it might hauc bene of me tnucb more coim- 
1 ingly handled, had I forelhooght fo much, or doubted 
any fuch fequele at the beginninge of my plaie : fo I am 
fuer it had bene much worfe then it is, if I had not in 
the ende toked fomwhat eamefllye to my game. For 
though this woike came not from me fo ftne, fo per- 
fecte, and fo esact yat at firil, as fuiely for my fmale 
leming, it fliould haue done, yf I had then ment the 
publilhing therof in print ; yet I truft I haue now in this 
feconde edition taken about itfuch paines, yat veryefewe 
great faultes and notable enouis are in it to be founde. 
Now therfore, mofl, gentle reader, the meanefle of this 
fimple tranllation, and the faultes that be iherin (as I 
feare muche there be fonie) I doubt not, but thou wilt, 
in iuft coniiderarion of [he premiCTes, gentlyc and br- 
uourablye winke at them. So do- 
ynge thou (halt minifter vnto 
rae good caufe to thinke 
my labour and paynea 
herein not altoge- 
theis beflowed 
in vame. 



VALE. 



tl ^i&omas JHore to ^3c= 

ter (FilE5, senOctlj 




Am almofle afTiamed, righte welbeloued 
Peter Giies, to fend vnto you this boke 
of ye Utopian commen wealth, ivelniegh 
after a yeres fpace, whiche I am fure you 
looked for within a moneth and a halfe. 
And no marueil. For you knewe well ynough, that 
I ivas aireadye dvfbourdened of all the laboure and 
(ludye belongynge to the inuention in this worke, and 
that I had no nede at al to trouble my braines about 
the difpofition, or coiiueiaunce of the matter; and 
thcrfore had herein nothing eis to do, but only to re- 
hearfe thofe thinges, whiche you and 1 togeihers hard 
maider Raphael te! and declare. \Vherefore there 
was no caufe why I Ihuld Jludy to felforth the matter 
with eloquence ; for afmiich as his taike coutd not be 
fine and eloquent, beynge lirfle not Iludied for, but 
fuddein and vn pre meditate, and then, as you know, of 
a man better fene in the Greke language, then in the 
latin tonge. And mywritynge,the niegher TruchWtU, 
it fhould approche to his homely plaine, •irapiicioe and 
and fimple fpeche, fomuche the niegher i''">'°"- 
(Tiuld it go to the trueth : which is the onelye marke, 
whemnto I do and ought to directe all my trauail and 
(ludy herin. I graunte and confefTe, frende Peter, 
myfelfedifchargedof fomuche laboure, hauinge ail ihefe 
ihinges ready done to my hande, thai almoofle there 
was nolhinge left for me to do. Elles either the inuen- 
tion, or the difpofition of this matter myghte haue le- 
quired of a wine neither bafe, neither at all vnleamed, 
both fome lime and leafiire, and alfo fome fludie. 
But if it were requilite, and necefiarie, that the mallei 
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thoulde alfo haue bene wrytten eloqueotlie, and not 
alone truelye ; of a ftieretie that thynge coulde I haue 
perfourraed by no tyme nor fludye. But now feynge 
all thefe cares, (layes, and lettes were taken awaye, 
wherin e!les fo muche laboure and lludye (houldc 
haue bene employed, and that there remayned no other 
ihyrge for me to do, but onelye to write playnelie the 
matter as I hard it fpoken: that indeedeivas a thynge 
Jighte and eafye to be done. Howbeit to the difpatch- 
ynge of thys fo lytle bufynelTe, my other cares and 
troubles did leaue almoft leffe, then no leafure. 
nuauihon Whiles I doo dayelie beflowe iny lime 
buiHMi uid aboute lawe matters : fomc to pleade, forne 
""^ to heare, fome as an arbitratoure with myne 

awarde to determine, fome as an vmpier or a Judge, 
with my fentence finallye to difcuffe. Whiles I go one 
waye to fee and vifite myfrende : an other waye about 
myTie owne priuat affaires. Whiles I fpende almofl al 
the day abrade emonges other, and the refidue at home 
among mine owne; I leaue to my felf, I meane to my 
booke no time For when I am come home, I mufle 
commen with my wife, cliatte with my children, and 
talke wyth my feruaimtes. All the wliiche thinges I 
recken and accompte amonge bufmeffe, forafmuche as 
they mutle of neceffitie be done : and done mufle they 
nedes be, oneleffe a man wyll be tlraunger in his owne 
houfe. And in any wyfe a man mufle fo fafhyon and 
order hys conditions, and fo appoint and difpofe him 
felfe, that he be merie, iocande, and pleafaunt amonge 
them, whom eyther nature hathe prouided, or chaunce 
hath made, or he hym felfe hath cliofen to be the 
felowes, and companyons of hys life : fo that with to 
rauche gentle behauioure and familiaritie, he do not 
marre them, and by lo muche fufferaunce of his fer- 
uauntes, make them hismayflers. Emonge thefe thynges 
now rehearfed, flealeth awaye the daye, the moneth, 
the yeare. When do I write then ? And all this while 
haue 1 fpoken no worde of Hepe, neyther yet of meate, 
which emong a great number dotli wart no lefi'e tyme. 
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then doeth flcpe, wherein almofle halle the life tyme 
of man crepethawaye. I therefore dowynne MMreindsi^iw 
andgetoneiyethattyroe,whidieIilealelrora En=.iw»ii«i 
flepe and meate. Whiche tyme becaufe °^'""°" 
it is very litle, and yet fomwhat it is, iherfore haue I 
ones at the lafle, thoughe it be longe firil, finilTied 
Utopia ; and haue fent it to you, frende Peter, to reade 
and penife : to the intente that yf anye thynge haue 
efcaped me, you might put me in remembraunce of it. 
For thoughe in this behalfe I do not greatlye miflrufle 
my felfe (whiche woulde God I were fomwhat in wit 
and leaminge, as I am not all of the worde and dullefl 
mcraorye) yet haue 1 not fo great trulle and confidence 
in it, that I thinke nothinge coulde fall out of my 
mynde. For John Clement my boye, who 
as you know was there prefente with vs, " ™""" 
whomelfufTertobeawaye frome no talke, wherein may e 
beany profyte ur goodnes (forouteof ihisyongebladed 
and new (liotte vp come, whiche hathe alreadye begon 
to fpring vp both in Latin and Greke leamyng, I loke 
for plentifull increafe at length of goodly rype grayne) 
he I faye hathe broughte roe into a greate doubte, 
For wheras Hythlodaye (onelefie my memorye fayle 
me) fayde that the bridge of Amaurote, whyche goethe 
ouer tlie riuer of Anyder is fyue hundreth pafeis, thai 
is to faye, halfe a myle in lengthe; my lohn fayeth thai 
two hundred of thofe pafeis raufle be plucked away, 
for that the ryuer conteyneth there not aboue three 
hundreth pafeis in breadthe, I ptaye you hartelye call 
the matter to youre remembraunce. For yf you agree 
wylh hym, 1 aifo wyll faye as you faye, and confeffe 
myfelie deceaued. But if you cannot remember the 
thing, then furelye I wyll write as I haue done, and as 
myne oivne remembraunce ferueth me. For as I wyll 
take good hede. that there be in ray booke nothing 
falfe, so yf there be anye thynge doubte- AdiiitrniJc 
full, I wyll rather tell a lye, then make a £f~l%™^d 
lie : bycaiife I had rather be good, then '="wb ' i'=- 
vrilie. Howebeit ihys matter mayc eafelye be remedied. 
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yf you wyll take the paynea to alke the queflion 
Raphael him (elfe by woorde of mouthe, if he be nowe 
with you, or elles by youre letters. Whiche >'oii miifle 
neries do for an other doubte a!fo, that hathe chaunced, 
throughe whofe faulte I cannot tel : whether through 
In whjit pane Biine, OF yours, or Raphaels. For neyther 
of ihe «Drid= we remetnbred to enquire of him, nor lie 
eih^SV™- to tel vs in wliat part of the newe world 
luowcd. Utopia is fituate. The whiche thinge, I_ 

had rather haue fpent no fmall fomme of money, thenfl 
that it fliould thus haue efcaped vs : afwell for that I T 
am afhaitied to be ignoraunt in what fea that ylande 
rtamieth, wherof I write fo long a ireatife, as alfo 
becaiife there be with vs certen men, and efpeciallie 
ii b ihiwghie one vertuous and godly man, and a pro-^ 
her^u^TOfji feffoT of diuinitie, who is exced}Tige defier-^ 
ledij'mMiiihc ous to go vntoUtopia: not for a vavne 
!^If"c-'fy"" and curious defyre to fee newes, but to'the 
don in Surrty. jntente he maye further and increafe ouie 
religion, whiche is there aireadye luckelye begonne. 
.\nd that he maye the better nccomplyihe and per- 
fourme this hys good inlente, he is mynded to procure 
that he maye be fente thether by the hieghe Byfhoppe 
yea, and that he himfelfe may be made Birfioppe ol 
Utopia, beynge nothynge fcrupulous herein, that ht 
niude obteyne this Byfhopricke with fuete. For he' 
counteth that a godly fuete, which pro- 
A g«ity ■„«<!. ^^^^^ ^^j ^^^^ j^^i^g ^C tjQnoure or lucre, 

but onelie of a godlie zeale. Wherfore 1 moile ear- 
neftly defire you, frende Peter, to talke with Hythiodaye, 
yf you can, face to face, or els to wryte youre letters 
to hym, and fo to woorke in ihys matter, that in this 
my booke there maye neyther anye thinge be founde, 
whyche is vntrue, neyther any thinge be lacking, whiche 
is true. And I thynke verelye it fhalbe well done, 
that you (hewe vnto him the book it felfe. For yf I 
haue mylTed or fayled in anye poynte, or if anye faulte 
haue efcaped me, no man can fo well correcte and] 
imende it, as he can : and yet that can he not doj 
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oneles he penife, and reade oiier my booke written. 
Moreoaer by this ineanes fhall you perceaue, whether 
lie be well (vyllynge and content, that I (houlde vnder- 
take to put this woorke in writyng. For if he be 
mynded to publyflie, and put forth his owne laboures, 
and trauayles himfeire, perchaunce he woulde be lotbe, 
and fo woulde I alfo, that in pubUfhynge the Utopiane 
weale publyque, 1 fiioulde preuent him, and take frome 
him the flower and grace of the noueltie of this his 
hiflorie. Howbeit, to fayc the verye trueth, I am not yet 
fullye determined ivith my felfe, whether I will put furth 
my booke or no. For the natures of men be fo diuers, 
the phanlafies of fome fo ivaywarde, their Yht vnfcynde 
myndes fo vnkynde, their iudgementes fo iudEemcmu gi 
cornipte, that they which leade a merie and '"'"' 
a iocounde lyfe, folosvynge iheyr owne fenfuall pleafures 
and camall luftes, maye feme to be in a muche better 
(late or cafe, then they that vexe and vnquiete them- 
felues with cares and fl.udie for the puttinge forlhe and 
jiubtifliynge of fome thynge, that maye be eitlier 
jirofeit or pleafure to others : whiche otliers neuerthe- 
les will difdainfuUy, fcomefully, and vnkindly accepte 
the fame. The mood part of al be \Tileamed. And 
a greate number hathe learning in contempte. The 
rude and barbarous alioweth nothing, but that which 
is verie barbarous in dede. If it be one that hath a 
little fmacke of leamynge, he reiecteth as homely geare 
and commen ware, whatfoeuer is not (luffed full of olde 
moughteaten termes, and that be wome out of vfe. 
.Some there be that haue pleafure onelye in olde ruilie 
antiquities. And fome onelie in their owne doynges. 
One is fo fowre, fo crabbed, and fo vnpleafaunte, that 
he can awaye with no rayrthe nor fporte. An other is 
fo narrowe betwene ye fhulders, that he can beare no 
iefl.es nor launtes. Some feli poore foules be fo afearde 
that at euerye Inappifhe woorde their nofe fliall be 
bitten of, that they flande in no leffe drede of euerye 
quicke and fliarpe woorde, than he that is bitten of a 
madde dogge feaietli water. Some be fo mutable and 
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wauerynge. that euery hoiire they be in a newe mynd^ 
fayinge one ihinge Tyttiiige, and an otiier thynge Rand- 
ynge. An other forte fytteth vpon their altebencheiB, 
and there amonge their cuppes they geue iudgemenl 
of the wiites of writers, and with greate authoritie they 
condempne euen as pleafelh them, euerye writer accord- 
ynge to his writinge, in mode fpitefiiU maner mockynge, 
lowtinge, and flowtinge them ; beyng them felues in the 
meane feafon fauffe, and a^ fayeth the prouerbe, oute 
of all daunger of gonnefliotte. For why, they be fo 
fmugge and fmothe, that they haue not fo much as one 
hearre of an honefle man, wherby one may take holde 
of them. There be moreouer fome fo vnkynde and 
yngentle, that thoughe they take great pleafure, and de- 
lectation in the worke, yet for all that, they can not 
fynde in tlieir hertes to loue the Author therof, nor to 
aforde him a good woorde : beynge much like vncour- 
teous, vnthankfuU, and chourlifli gefles. Whiclie when 
h liite Kmi- they haue mlh good and daintie meates 
tituda. well fylled theire bellyes, departe home, 

geuyng no thankes to the fearte maker. Go your wayes 
now, and make a codlye feafle at youre owne charges 
for gefles fo dayntie mouthed, fo diners in taile, and be- 
fides that of fo vnkynde andvntliankfuU natures. But ne- 
uertheles (frende Peter) doo, I pray you, with Hithlo- 
day,aslwilled you before. And as for this matter I (hall 
be at my libertie, aftenvardes to lake newe aduifenient. 
Howbeit, feeyng I haue taken gieal paynes and laboure 
in writyngthematter.ifitmayftandewithhismyndeand 
pleafure, I wyl! as touchjTig the edition or publifiiyng ot 
thebooke, foliowethc couiifell andaduife ofmy frendes, 
and fpecialiye yours. Thus fare you well right her- 
tely beloued frende Peter, with 
your gentle wife : and loue 
me as you haue euer done, 
for I loue you better 
then cuer I 
dyd. 
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Ivapljacl Jljjitlilobaj), coitcenignfi 
lijc brst statt of a commcn lucltl]- 




He mofle victorious and triumphant 
Kyng of Englande Henrye tlie 
eyght of that name, in al roial 
vertues, a Prince mofl pereleffe 
hadde of late in controueriie with 
Cliarles, the right higlie and mightye 
Kyng of Caftell, weighty matters, 
and of great importaunce. For 

Itlie debatement and final determination wherof, the 
tinges Maietly fent nie Anibafl'adour into Flaunders, 
ioyned in Commillion with Cuthbert Tun- cuihbcri 
ilall, a man doutlefle out of comparifon, Timsuu. 
and whom the Kynges Maieftie of late, to the great 
reioyfynge oi all men, dyd preferre to the office of 
Maiaer of the Rolles. 
But of this raannes prayfes I ivyll faye nothyng, not 
t>icaufe I doo feare that froall credence (halbe geuen 
to the teflimonye that cometh out of a frendes mouthe : 
tut bicaufe his vertue and lemyng be greater, and ol 
more excellency, then that I am able to praife them: 
and alfo in all places fo famous and fo perfectly well 
knowne, that they neede not, nor oughte not of me to 
bee prayfed, vnleffe I woulde feeme to Hiew, and fei- 
furth the brightnes of the fonne with a candell, as the 
Prouerbe faieth. There mette vs at Bruges (for thus 

Ebre agreed) thei whom their Prince hadde for 
er appoynted CommifTioners ; excellent men 
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all. The cliiere and the liead of tlieym was the Mar 
graue (as thei call him) ofBruges.a right honorable man: 
but the wiied and the bed fpoken of them was George 

Temfice, prouofl. of CalTelfes, a man, not only by lem- 
yrtg, but alfo by nature of fingular eloquence, and u^h 
the lawes profoundly learned: bul in reafonynge, aDoH 
debatyng of mailers what by his natural! witte, ano^ 
what by daily exercife, furely he hadde few fellowes. 
After that we had once or twife mette, and vpon cer- 
tayne poynies or articles coulde not fully and throughly 
agree, they for a certayne fpace looke their leaue of vs, 
and departed to Bruxelle, there to know their Princes 
pleafure. I in ihe meane time (for fo my btifmes lay^H 
wente ilreighie thence to Antiverpe. Whiles I waH 
there abidynge, often times amonge other, but whiche 
10 me was more welcome ihen annye other, dyd vifiti 
me one Peter Giles, a Citifen of Antwer: 






citr Oja. ^ ^^^ there in his countrey of honefl repQ 
tation, and alfo preferred to high promotions, worthy 
truly of the hygliell. For it is hard to fay, whether the 
yong man be in leamyng, or in honeflye more excel- 
lent. For he is bothe of wonderfull vertuous condi- 
tions, and aUb fingularly wel learned, and towardes all 
fortes of people excedyng gentyll: But towardes his 
frendes fo kynde herted, fo louyng, fo faitiifull, fo tmf- 
tye, and of fo earned affection, that it were verye harde 
in any place to fynde a man, that with hira in all poynies 
of frendfhippe maye be compared. No man can h^M 
more lowlye or courteous. No man vfeth lelTe fimul^H 
tion or dilfimulation, in no man is more prudent fim- 
plicitie. Beiides this, he is in his talke and communis 
cation fo merye and plealaunte, yea and that without 
harme, tliat throughe his gentyll intertaynement, an^ 
his fweele and delectable communication, in me wa 
greatly abated, and dirainifhed tlie femenle defyre, tha 
1 had to fee my natiue countrey, tny nyfe and my chj 
dren, whom then I dyd muche longe and couete to fet 
becaufe that at that time I had been more then, iii 
Monethes from them. Vpon a certayne daye when 1 
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[haddc herdelhe diuine feniice in our Ladies Chorche, 
1 which is ihe fayrefl, the mod gorgeous and curious 

Churche of buyldyng in all the Citie, and ajfo moft fre- 
[ quented of people, and the feniice beynge doone, was 
Ireadye to go home to my lodgynge, I chaunced to es- 
[pye this forefayde Peter talkynge with a certayne 
[ Straiinger, a man well (Iricken in age, with a black e 
Honnebumed face, a longe bearde, and a cloke cad 
[homly about iiis dioulders, whome, by his fauoure and 
[apparell furthwith I iudged to bee a mariner. But the 

fayde Peter feyng me, came vnto me, and faluted me. 
And as I was aboute toanfwerehim: fee you this man, 

fayth he (and therewith he poynted to the man, that I 

fawe hym talkynge with before) I was mynded, quod 
I he, to biynge him (Irayghte home to you. 

He diould haue ben very welcome to me, (kyd I, 
I for your fake. 

Nay (quod he) for his owne fake, if you knewehim: 
[for tliere is no man thys day liuyng, that can te!l you 
loffomanyedraungeand vnknowen peoples, and Coun- 
. treyes, as this man can. And I know wel that you be 
[very dcfirous to heare of fuche newes. 

Then I coniectured not farre amiffe (quod I) for 
feuen at the (ird fyghl, I iudged him to be a mariner. 

Naye(quodhe)thereyeweregreallydeceyued;hehath 
[ (ailed in deede, not as the mariner Palinure, but as the 
I experteand prudent prince VHfTe.s: Yea.ratheraslheaun- 
[cicnt and fagePhilofopher Plato. Forthisfame Raphael 
[ Raphael! Hythlodaye (for this is his name) is KiihioiUye 

very well lemed in the Latine tongue; but profounde 
[and excellent in the Greke language. Wherin he euer 
lliedoived more (ludye then in the Latine, bycaufe he- 
[had geuen himfelfe wholy to the dudy of Philofophy. 
[Wherof he knew that ther is nothyng extant e in Latine, 
[that is to anye purpofe, fauynge a fewe of Senecaes, 
[and Ciceroes dooynges. His patrimonye that he wa» 
Ibome vnto. he lefte to his brethem (for he is a Porlu- 
rsall borne) and for the defire that he had to fee, anrt 
Iknowe the farre Countrcyes of the worlde. he ioyned 
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himfelfe in company witli Amerike Vefpucc, and 
the. iii. lail voyages of thofe. iiii. that: be nowe in 
])rinte, and abrade in eiiery mannes handes, he con- 
tinued Ayll in his company, fanyng that in the laR voy- 
age he came not home agayne with him. For he made 
fuche meanes and fhift, what by intretaunce, and what 
by importune fuce, that he gotte licence of mayfler 
Americke (though it were fore agaiiifl, his wyll) to be 
one of the. xxiiii whiche in the ende of the lail voyage 
were left in the countrey of Gulike. He was therefore 
leftebehynde for hys mynde fake, as one that tooke more 
thoughte and care for Irauailyng, then dyenge; hauyng 
cuftomably in his mouth thefe faiynges. He that hathe 
110 graue, is couered with the ikye: and, the way to 
heaiien out of all places is of like length and diHaunce. 
Which fantafy of his. (if God had not ben his better 
frende) he had furely bought full deare. But after the 



ilepartynge of Mayfler Vefpuce, when he had trauailed^ 

i about e mai 
companions Gulikianes, at the latl by merueylouj 



thorough and aboute many Countreyes with. v. of hi^H 
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chaunce he arriued in Taprohane, from whence he went 
to Caliquit, where he chaunced to fynde certayne 
hys Countreye fliippes, wherein he retoumed agayrn 
into his Countreye, nothynge leffe then looked for. 

All thiswhen Peterhadde tolderae; I thanked him foi 
his gentle kindneffe, that he had vouchfafed to brynge me' 
to the fpeache of that man, whofe communication: he 
thoughte fhoulde be to me pleafaunte, and acceptable:. 
And therewith I toumed me to Raphael!. And 
when wee hadde haylfed eche other: and had fpoke: 
thefe commune woordes, that bee cuflomablye fpoken 
the firll meting, and acquaintaunce of ilraungers, wi 
went thence to my houfe, and there in ray gardaim 
vpon a bench couered with greene toraes, we fatte 
downe talkyng together. There he tolde vs, how thai 
after the departyng of Vefpuce, he and his fellow, 
that taried behynde in Gulicke, began by litle and lilL 
throughe fayre and gentle fpeache, to wynne the lo 
and fauoure of the people of that countreye, infonmchi 
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within fiiorte fpace, they dyd dwell amonges 
not only harraleffe, but alfo occupiyng with them verye 
familiarly. He tolde vs alfo, that they were in high 
reputation and fauour with a certayne great man 
(whofe name and Countreye is nowe quite out of my 
remembraunce) which of his mere IJberalitie dyd beare 
the codes and charges of him and his fyue companions. 
And befides that gaue theim a tnillye guyde to con- 
clucte ihem in their ioumey (which by water was in 
boles, ami by land in wagons) and to brynge theim to 
other Princes with verye frendlye commendations. 
Thus after inanye dayes ioumeys, he fayd, tliey founde 
lownes, and Cities, and weale publiques, full of people, 
gouemed by good and holforae lawes. For vnder ihe 
line equinoctiall, and on bothe fydes of the fame, as 
farre as the Sonne doth exlende his courfe, lyeth (quod 
he) great, and wyde defertes and wildemefTes, parched, 
burned, and dryed vp with continuall and intollerable 
heate. All thynges bee hideous, terrible, lothefome, 
and vnpleafaunt to beholde: All thjiiges out of faf- 
fyon, and comelineffe, inhabited withe wylde Beafles, 
and Serpentes, or at the leaAe wyfe, with people, that 
be no lefle fauage, \vylde, and noyforae, then the verye 
beafles theim fclues be. But a liltle farther beyonde 
thai, all thynges beginne by litle and lytle to waxe plea- 
fannte. The ayre fofte, temperate and, gejitle. The 
grounde couered with grene grafle. Leffe wiidnefTe in 
the beafles. At the lall fhall ye come agayne to people, 
cities and townes wherein is continuall entercourfe and 
occupiyng of merchaundife and chafliire, not only 
emong themfefues, and with iheire Borderers, but alfo 
with Merchaunies of larre Countreyes, bothe by lande 
and water. There I had occafion (fayd he) to go to 
many countreyes on euery fyde. For there was no 
fhippe ready to any voyage or iourney, but I and my 
feUowes were into it very gladly receytied. shippcs of 
The Ihippes tliat ihei founde firR were '«*^i'b^-<'> 
made playn, flatte, and broade in the botome, trough 
wife. The (ajles were made of great ruflhcs, or o( 
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wickers, and in fome places of lether. Afterwarde thei 
founde fhippes with ridged kyeles: and fayles of can- 
ualTe, yea, and Hiortly after hauyng all ihynges lyke 
oures. The Ihipmen aifo very experte and cunnyii.^e, 
bothe in the fea, and in the wether. But he faide, that 
he founde great fauoure and frendfiiip amonge them, 
_ , . for leachynce them the feate and the vfe 

of the lode rtone. Whiche to them before 
that time was vnknoivne. And therfore they were 
wonte to be verye limeroua and fearfuU vpon the fear 
Nor to ventervpon it, but only in the fomer time. But 
nowe they haue fuche a contidence in that ilone, that 
they feare not (lormy winter: in fo dooynge farther 
from care then daunger. In fo muche, that it is greatly 
to be doubted, led that ihyng, throughe their owne 
folifli hardinede, (hall toume them to euyll and harme, 
which at the firft was fuppofed (houlde be to them good 
and commodious. 

But what he tolde vs that he fawe in eueiye 
countreye where he came, it were very longe to 
declare. Neither it is my purpofe at this time to 
make reherfall tlierof But peraduenture in an other 
place I «ryll fpeake of it, chiefly fuche thynges as fhall 
be profitable loo bee knowen, as in fpeciaJl be thofe 
decrees and ordinaunces, that he marked to be well 
and wittely prouided and enacted amonge fuche peoples, 
as do liue together in a ciuile poHcye, and good ordre. 
For of fuche thynges dyd wee bufelye enquire, and de- 
maunde of him, and he likewife very willingly tolde vs 
of the fame. But as for monilers, bycaufe they be no 
newes, of them we were nothyng inquifitiue. For no- 
ihyng is more eafye to bee founde. ihen bee barkynge 
Scyllaes, rauenyng Celenes, and Lellrigones deuourera 
of people.and fuche lyke great, and incredible monilers. 

! But to fynde Citifens ruled by goodand holfomelawes, 
that is an exceding rare, and harde thyng. But as he 
marked many fonde, and folifihe lawes in thofe newe 
founde landes, fo he reherfed diuers actes, and coafti- 

tutions, whereby thefe oure Cities, Nations, Countreis, 
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B and Kyngdames may take example to amende their 
faultes, enormities aiid errours. VVherof in another 
place (as I fayde) I wyll intreate. 

Now at this time I am determined to reherfe onely 
that he tolde vs of the raaners, cuilomes, lawes, anc 
ordinaunces of the Utopians. But firll I wyll repete 
oure former coram unication by th[e] occafion, and (as 
1 might faye) the drifte wherof, he was brought into 
the mention of that weale pubHque. 

For, when Raphael had very prudentlye touched 
diuers ihynges, that be amiffe. fome here, and fome 
there, yea, very many on botlie partes, and againe had 
fpoken of fuche wife lawes, and prudente decrees, as 
be eftablifhed, and vfed, bothe here amonge vs, and 

■ alfo there amonge tlieym, as a man fo perfecte, and 
experte in the lawes, and cudoraes of euery feuerall 
Countrey, as though into ivhat place foeuer he came 
Kcallwife, there he had ledde al his life : then Peter 

IJnuche meniailynge at the man ; Surely mailler Raphael 
^quod he) I wondre greatly, why you gette you not 
into forae kinges courte. For I am fure, there is no 
Prince liiiyng, that wold not be very glad of you, as a 
man not only hable highly to delite him with your pro- 
founde learnyng, and this your knowlege oi countreis, 
and peoples, hut alfo mete to inflructe him with exam- 
ples, and helpe him with counfell. And thus doyng, you 
(hall bryng your felfe inaveryegood cafe, and alio be 
of habiUtie to helpe all your frendes and kinffolke. 
As concernyng my frendes and kynffoike (quod he) I 

■ paffenot greatly for them. For I thinke I haue fuffici- 
cntly doone my parte towardes them already. For thefe 
thynges, that other men doo not departe from, vntyl 
they be olde and fycke, yea, whiche they be then verye 
Klothe to leaue. when they canne no longer keepe, ihofe 
^very fame thynges dyd I beyng not only luilye, and in 
good heltli, but alfo in the floure oi my youth, diuide 
among ray frendes and kynffolkes. \Vhich I ihynke 
with this my liberaliiie ought to holde them contented, 
and not to requite nor to ioke tliat befydes this, I ilioulde 
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for their fakes geue myfelfe in bondage vnto Kinge& 

Nay, Godforbyd that (quod Peter) it isnottemytnynii^H 
that you fhoulde be in bondage to Kynges, but as i^| 
retainour to them at your pleafure. Whiche furely 1 
ihinke is the nighellwayc that you can deuife howe to 
beftowe your time fnitefully, not onlye for the priuate 
tommoditie of your frendes, and for the general! profile 
of all fortes ofpeople,but a!fo for th[e] adiiauncement of 
your felf to a much welthier flate, and condition, th< 
you be nowe in. 

To a welthiercondition {quod Raphael) by that mean 
that my mynde fLandeth cleane agaynll ? Now I lyue 
libertie after myne owne mynde and pleafure, whiche 
thynkeveryefewe of thefegrea.lf^ates,andpieresof^eal- 
meacanfaye. Yca,and fherebeynowofthemthatfuefor 
great mens frendefhippes: and therfore thinke it no great 
hurte,iftheyhauenotme,nor.iii. or. iiii.fucheotheraslam. 
Well, I perceiueplaynlyftende Raphael (quod I) thai 
you be defirous neither of richeffe, nor of power. And 
trulyl haue in no lefTe reuerence and ellimation a man of 
your mynde, then anye of theim all that bee fo high in 
power and authorilie. But you fhall doo as it becometh 
you:yea,andaccordyng to this wifdome, to this high and 
free courage of yours, if you can finde in your herte fo 
to appoynl and difpofe your felfe, that you mai applye 
your witte and diligence to tlie profite of the weale pub- 
lique, thoughe it be fomewhat to youre owne payne and 
hyndraunce. And this Ihall you neuer fo wel doe, noi 
wyth fo greate proffitte perfourme, as yf you be of fome 
greate princes counfei, and put into his heade (as 1 
doubte not but you wyl) honefle opinions, and verluous 
perfuafions. For from the prince, as from a perpetual 
wel fprynge, commeihe amonge the people the floode 
of al that is good or euell. But in you is fo perfilte 
lemynge, that wythoute anye experience, and agayne 
fo greate experience, that wythoute anye lemyn, 
yoii maye well be any kinges counfellour. 

You be twyfe deceaued maifler More (quod lie) fy 
in me, and aga\nc in the thinge it felfe. For neither is i 



or tiiapfa. 



3S 



I 



I 



me thehabililyeltiat you force vponme.andyfitwenieuer 
foraiich,yet indifqaietingmyneownequietnesl fhould 
nothing further the weaie pubiique. For firll of ail, the 
mofie parte of all princes liaue more delyte in warlike 
matters, and feates of chiualrie (ye knowlege wherof I 
neither haue nor defire) than tn the good feates of peace: 
and employe muche more Rudy, how by right or b) 
wrong to enlarge their dominions, than howe we), and 
peaceablie to rule, and goueme that they haue alredie. 
Moreouer, they that be counfellours to kinges, euery one 
of them eyther is of him felfe fo wife in dede, that he 
nedelh not, or elles he ihinketli himfelf fo wife, yal he 
wil not alJowe an other mans counfel, fauing that they 
do fliamefuUy, and flatteringly geue affent to the fond 
and foliflie fayinges of certeyn great men. Whofe fau- 
ours, bicaufe they be in high autlioritie witli their prince, 
by aiTentation and flalterie they lubour to obteyne. And 
verily it is naturally geuen to all men to efteme their 
owne inuentions bell. So both the Rauen and the Ape 
tliincke their owne yonge ones faireil. Than if a man 
infucha company, where fome difdayne and haue defpite 
at other mens inuentions, and fome counte their owne 
bed, if among fuclie menne (I fay) a man fhould bringe 
furth any thinge, that he hath redde done iu tymes 
l>a(le, or that he hath fene done in other places : there 
the hearers, fare as though the whole exillimation of 
their wifdome were in ieoperdye to be ouerthrowen, and 
that euer after thei flioulde be counted for verye dif- 
erdes, vnles they could in other mens inuentions pycke 
out nutter to reprehend, and find fault at 
If all other poore helpes fayle : then this is '^"P"'""- 
theirexlreamc refuge. Thefe thinges (fay they) pleafed 
our forefathers and auncedours ; wolde God we coulde 
be fo wife as thei were : and as though thei had wittely 
concluded the matter, and with this anfwere flopped 
euery mans mouth, thei fitte downe againe. As who 
fliould fai, it were a very daungerous matter, if a man 
in any pointe Ihoald be founde wifer, then his fore- 
**lhcrs were. And yei bee we content lo fuffre ihn 



hefl and wittietl of their decrees to lye vnexeculed : bul 
if in any thing a belter ordra might haue ben taken, 
then by them was, there we take fall hold, findyng 
iherin many fauites. Manye tymes haue I chaunced vp- 
firciii rndgc- on fuch proude,leude, ouerthwarte, and way- 
UDiB. wardeiudgemenles,yea,andonceinEng!and; 

I prai you Syr {quod I) haueyou ben in ourcountrey? 
Yea forfoth (quod he) and there I laried for the 
fpacc of. iiii. or. v. monethes together, not longe afte? 
tJie infurrection, yat the ^Ve(leme Englifh men made 
agaynil their Kyng, which by their owne miferable and 
pitiful flaughter was fupprefled and ended. In the 
means feafon I was muche bounde and beholdynge to 
(jrdin.ii the righte reuerende father, Ihon Morion, 

Morion. Archebifliop and Cardinal of Canterbury, 

and at that time alfo lorde Chauncelloure of Englande : 
a man Mayfler Peter (for Mayfler More knoweth already I 
that I wyll faye) not more honorable for his authoritie, i 
then for his prudence and vertue. He was of a meane | 
ftalure, and Chough ilriclten in age, yet bare he hia 
bodye vpright In his face did (hine fuch an amiable 
rtjuerence, as was pleafaunle to beholde, Gentill in H 
communication, yet earned, and fage. He had great H 
delite manye times with roughe fpeache to his fewter^, ^ 
to prone, but withoute harme, what prompte witte, and 
what bolde fpirite were in euery man. In the which 
as in a vertue much agreinge with his nature, fo that 
therewith were not ioyned impudency, he toke greats 
delectatyon. And the fame perfon, as apte and mete 
to haue an adminiHratyon in the weale ptiblique, he dyd 
louingly embrace. In his fpeche he was fyne, eloquent, 
and pyttiiye. In the lawe he had profounde knowledge, 
in witte he was incomparable, and in memory wonderful 
cscellente. Thefe qualityes, which in hym were by 
nature Angular, he by leamynge and vfe had made per- 
fecte. The Kynge put muche tnille in his counfel, the 
weale pubiyque alfo in a maner leaned vnto hym, when 
I was there. For euen in the chiefe of his youth he 
was taken from fchole into the Courte, and there pafled h 
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all his tyme in much trouble and bufines, beytig con- 
linually tumbled and toffed in the waues of dyuers mys- 
fortunes and aduerfities. And fo by many and greaie 
daungers he lemed the experience of the wodde, whichc 
fo beinge learned can not eafely be forgotten. It 
chaunced on a certayne daye, when I fate at his table, 
there was a!fo a certayne laye man cunnynge in the lawes 
of youre Realme. Who, I can not tell wherof takynge 
occafion, began diligently and eameftly to prayfe thai 
ftrayte and rygorous iuilice, which at diat tyme waa 
there executed vpon feUones, who as he fayde, were for 
the niofl parte, xx. hanged together vpon one gallowes. 
And, feyng fo fewe efcaped punyiheraent, he fayde he 
coulde notchufe, but greatly wonder and raaruei, howef 
and by whateuil luckeitihoid focometopaffe, that theues ' 
neuertheles were in euery place fo ryffe and fo rancke. 
Naye Syr quod I {for I durfl boldely fpeake ^^ i^^^^ ^^^ 
my minde before the Cardinal) maruel no- mad= accoid- 
thingehereat: for this punylhmentof theues '"«'<"i"i"=- 

• paffeth the limites of Iuilice, and is alfo very hurtefuU 
to the weale publique. For it is to extreame and cxuel 
A punifliment for thefte, and yet not fufficient to refrayne 
and withhold men from thefte. For fimple thefte is not 
fo great an offenfe, that it owght to be punilhed with 
death Neither iher is any punifhraentfo horrible, thatil 
can kepe them from flealynge, which haue no other craft, 
wherby to get their lining. Therfore in this poyntc, 
not you onlye, but alfo the raoft part of the world, be 
like euyll fcholemaiflers, which be readyer to beate, 
then to leache, their fcholers. For great and honibic 
punifhmentes be appointed for theues. By whii niB- 
whereas much rather prouifion (liould haue ETiji","^'" 
( ben made, that there were fome raeanes, uMandtobbtri 

■ whereby they myght get their liuyng, fo that no, 
man (houlde be dryiien to this extreme neces- 
fitie. firfle to fteale, and then to dye. Yes (quod be) 
this matter is we] ynough prouided for already. There 
be haiidy craftes, there is hufbandrye to gette theii 
^ liuynge bv- if thev would not willingly be nought 



38 



C!}f Svit tioohe 



Nay, quod I, you (hal! nol ikape fo : for firfl of all. I 
W3II fpeake nothynge of them, that come home oute of 
the waires, maymed and lame, as not longe a go, oute 
of Blacke heath fielde, and a iitell before that, out of 
the warres in Fraunce: fuche, I faye, as put their lines 
in ieoperdye for the weaJe publiques or the kynges lake, 
and by reafon of weakenelTe and JameneiTe be not liable 
to occupye their olde craftes, and be to aged to leme 
new : of them I wyll fpeake nothing, forafmuch as 
warres haue their ordiwarie recourfe. But let vs con- 
TiisnE6sr ihc lidre thofe thinges that chaunce daily before 
maihsr of our cyes. Firfi. tliere is a great rumbre of 
theuei. gentlemen, which can not be content to 

liue idle themfelfes, lyke dorres, of yat whiche other haue 
laboured for : their lenauntes I meane, whom they polle 
and fbaue to the quicke, by reifyng their 
ihT"^"ihtck^ rentes (for this onlye paynte of frugalitie 
td for Rent- do they vfe, men els through their lauaffc 
'isyng- ^jjj prodigal! fpendynge, hable to brynge 

theymfelfesto verve beggerye)thefe gentlemen, I fay, do 
not only liue in idleneffe themfelfes, biLt alfo carrye about 
Of Idle Km- ''"'^ them at their tailes a great flocke or 
vng men came ttains of idlc sod loyteryngc feruyngmen, 
ihsues. which neuer learned aiiy craft wherby to 

gette their Uuynges. Thefe men as fone as their may- 
flei' is dead, or be ficke themlelfes, be incontinent 
thruft out of dores. For gentlemen hadde rather keepe 
idle perfones, then ficke men, and many times the dead 
mans heyre is not hable to mainteine fo great a houfe, 
and kepe fo many feniing men as his father dyd. Then 
in the meanefeafon l!iey that be thus deilitute of feruice, 

1 either Harue for honger, or manfullye playe the theues. 
For what would you haue them to do ? When they 
haue wandred abrode fo longe, vntyl they haue worue 
threde bare their apparell. and alto appaired their helth, 
then gentlemen becaufe of their pale and fickely faces, 
and patched cotes, wil not take them into feruice. And 
hufbandmen dare not fet them a worke : Knoivynge 

[Wcl jTioughe that he is nothing mete Co doe trewe and 
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faj^hful iemice to a poore man ivyth a fpade and a 
raattoke for fmall wages and hard fare, whyrhe beynge 
deyntely and tenderly pampered vp in ydilnes and pka- 
fure, was wont with a fworde and a buckler by hys fyde 
to ielte through the flrete with a bragginge loke, and 
lo thynke hym felfe to good to be anye raans mate. 
Naye by faynt Mary fir (quod the lawier) not fo. For 
this kinde of men raufle we make molle of. For in them 
as men of flowter (lomackes, bolder fpirites, and maji- 
lyer courages then handycraftes men and plowemen be, 
doth confille the whole powre, flrength, and puiffaunce 
of oure army, when we mufle light in battayle. Forfotiie i 
fir afwell you myghte laye(quod I) yat forwarresfakel 
you mude cheryfhe theues. For fuerly you ihall neuer 
lacke theues, whyles you haue them. No nor theues 
be not the mod falfe and faynt harted fol- Bt™tnt»i- 
diers, nor fouldiours be not the cowatdlefte die" t-i ihouei 
theues ; fo wel thees. ii. craftes agree toge- "" '"^''" *' 
iher. But this faulte, though it be much vfed amonge 
you, yet is it not peculiar to you only, but commen alio 
almofle to all nations. Yet Fraimce befides this is' 
iroubled and infected with a much (orer plage. Th.; ' 
whole royalme is fylled and befieged with hiered foul- 
diours in peace tyme (yf that bee peace) whyche be 
brought in vnder the fame colour and pretenfe, that 
hath pertuaded you to kepe ihefe ydell feniynge men. 
For thies wj-fe fool es and verye archedoltes thouglit the 
wealthe of the whole counirey herin to coniifl, if there 
were euer in a redinefle a flronge and fure garrifon, 
fpeciallyofoldpractifedfouldiours, fortheyput no irull 
at all in men vnexcrcifed. And therfore they muR be 
forced to feke for warre, to the cnde thei may euer haue 
practifed fouldiours, and cvinnyng manfleiers, led that 
(as it is pretely fayde of Saliid) their handes and their 
roindes through idienes or lacke of exercife, fliould 
waxe dul. But howe pernitious and pedilenet a thyng 
it is lo maintayne fuche bealles, the Frenche men, 
by their owne harmes haue learned, and the examples 
of the Romaynes. Carthaginiens, Syriens, and of man- 
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ye other conntreyes doo manifedly declare. For not 
onlye the Empire, but alfo the fieldes and 
Cities of all thefe, by diuers occafions haue 
been oueirunned and deftroyed of their 
ownearmiesbeforehandehad inaredincffe. 
Now how vnneceliary a thinge this is, 
hereby it maye appeare: that the Frenche foiddiours, 
which from their youth haue ben practifed and inured 
in feates of armes, do not cracke nor adiiaunce them- 
felfes to haue veiy often gotte the vpper hand and 
maiflry of your new made and vnpractiied fouldiours. 
But in this poynte I wvll not vfe many woordes, lefle 
perchaunce I maye feeme to flatter you. No nor tliofe 
fame handy crafte men of" yours in Cities, nor yet the 
rude and vplandith plomnen of the countreye, are not 
fuppofed to be greatly affrayde of your genllcmens idle 
feruyngmen, vnleffe it be fuche as be not of body oi 
ftature correfpondeni to their ilrength and courage, 
orels whofe bolde ftoiiiakes be difcouraged throughe 

fiouertie. Thus you may fee, that it is not to be feared 
eft tliey fhoulde be effeminaied, if thei were brought 
vp in good craftes and labourforae woorkes, whereby 
to gette their liuynges, whofe lloute and ilurdye bodyei 
(for gentlemen vouchfafe lo comipte and fptll none 
but picked and chofen men) noiv either by reafon of 
reft and idienefie be brought to weakeneiTe; orels by 
eafy and womanly exercifes be made feble, and vn- 
hable to endure hardneffe. Truly howe fo euer the 
rafe ftandeth, thys me thinketh is nothing auayeable 
to the weale publique, for warre fake, which you neuer 
haue, but when you wyi your felfes, to kcepe and main- 
te)Ti an vnnumerable flocke of that foit of men, that 
be fo troublefome and noyous in peace. Wherof you 
ought to haue a thowfand times more regarde, then ot 
warre. But yet this is not only the neceflary caufe of 
ilealing. There is an other, whych, as T iuppo's, is 
p[ro]per and peculiar to you Engliihmen alone. What is 
that, quod the Cardinal? forfoth my lorde (quod I) 
your (hepe that were wont to be fo raeke and tame, and 
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10 final eaters, now, as I he:ire faye, be become fo great 
deuowerers and fo wylde, tliat they eate vp, EngiUh»h=pe 
and fwallow downe the very men them deuourers of 
felfes. They confume, deflroye, and de- ""'■ 
uoure whole fieldes, howfes, and cities. For looke in 
what partes of the realme doth growe the fyneft, and ' 
therfare dearefl woll, there noble men, and gentlemen: I 
yea and certeyn Abbottea, holy men no doubt, not con- 
tenting them felfes with the yearely reuenues and pro- 
(ytes, that were wont to grow to theyr forefathers ami 
predeceifours of their landes, nor beynge content thai 
they Hue in refl and pleafure nothinge profiting, yea 
aiuch noyinge the weale publique: leaue no grounde 
for tillage, thei inclofe aJ into paflures: thei throw 
doune houfes: they pincke downe townes, and leaue 
nothing ftandynge, but only the churche to be made a 
Ihepehowfe. And as thoughe you loile no fmall quan- 
tity of grounde by foreftes, chafes, laundes, and parkes, 
thofe good holy men tunie all dwellinge places and all 
glebeland into defolalion and wildemes. Therfore thai 
on couetous and vnlaliable cormaraunte g^^ ^^^^ 
and very plage of his natyiie contrey maye «i=ra dccnycrs 
compaiTe abouCe and inclofe many thou- "^ '"■^i™"'')'* 
land akers of grounde to gether within one pale or 
hedge, the hufbandmen be thrufl owte of iheir owne, 
or els either by coueyne and fraude, or by violent op- 
preflion they be put befydes it, or by wronges and in- 
luries thei be (o weried, dial they be compelled to fell 
all: by one meanes therfore or by other, either by 
hooke or crooke they muHe needcs departe awaye, 
poore, (elye, wretched foules, men, women, hufbanda, 
wiues, fatherieffe children, widowes, wofull mothers, 
with th^ir yonge babes, and their whole houfliold fmal 
in fubdance. and muche in numbre, as hulbandrye re- 
quireih manye handes. Awaye thei trudge, I lay, out 
of their knowen and accuflomed houfes, fyndynge no 
place to telle in. All their houfholdeftuffe, whiche is 
verye litle woorlhe, thoughe it myght well abide iha 
(ale: yet Deeynge fodainely ihrutle oute, lUey be con- 



Tht dcflsye oT drayoed to fell it for a thing of nought 
Kih'"^''"''' ^ when ihey haue wandered abrode tyll 
which u^Se that be fpent, what can they then els doo 
X"d« a"J but leale, and then iuftly pardy be hanged, 
DieuB. or els go about a beggyng. And yet then 

alfo ihey be calle in prifon as vagaboundes, becaufe 
they go aboute and worke not: whom no man wyl fet 
a, worke, though thei neuer fo willyngly profre therr.- 
felues therto. For one Shephearde or Heardman is 
ynoiighe to eate vp that grounde witli cattel, to the 
occupiyng wherof aboute huibandiye manye handes 
Tiiccau-s=of ^'^^^ requifite. And this is alfo the caufe 
iuimoi vie- why victualles be now in many places 
''^"" dearer. Yea, befides this the price ol 

wolle is fo ryfen, that poore folkes, which were woni 
to worke it, and make cloth therof, be nowe hable to 
bye none at all. And by thys meanes verye manye be 
. forced to forfake worke, and to geue then) 

n^cnce'mmmrth felucs to idclneffe. For after that fo much 
"^nfi""'"'' grounde was inclofed for pailure, an infi- 
— nite multitude of iliepe dyed of the rotte, 

fuche vengeaunce God loke of their inordinate and 
vnfaciable couetou&ies, feudinge amonge the fhepe that 
pefliferous monein, whiche much more iullely (houlde 
haue fallen on the (hepemafters owne heades. And 
Siough the number of (hepe increafe neuer fo falle, yet 
the price falleth not one myte, becaufe there be fo fewe 
The cause of felleTs, For they be almoofle all comen in- 
dcirih ofwoi. to a fewe riche mennes handes, whome no 
neade forceth to fell before they lull, and they lufte not 
beforetheymayefellasdeareastheylufle. Nowthefame 
Dear.h of oi- c^ufe bringeth in like dearth of the other 
lei i^ihihe kindes of cattell, yea and that fo much ye 
c.u„:ih«o.. ^^j.^ bicaufe that after fermes plucked 
downe, and hufbandry decaied, there is no man that 
paffethe for the breadynge of younge floore. For thefe 
riche men brynge not vp the yonge ones of greate cattel 
as they do lambes. But firft diey bie them abrode verie 
chepe, and afterward when thev K" fatted in their pas- 
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hires, they fell them aga}-ne excedynge deare. And 
therefore (as I fuppofe) the whole incoramoditie hereof 
is not yet felte. For yet they make deaitJi onely in 
thofe places, where they fell. But when they fiial! 
fetche them away from thence wheare they be bredde 
fafler llien they can be broughte vp: then Ihall there 
alfo be feite greale dearth, Iloore beginning there to 
faile, where the ware is boughte. Thus the vnreafon- 
able couetoufnes of a few liath turned yat thing to die 
vtter vndoingof yourylande, in thewhiche ]j th f ■ 
thynge the cheife felicitie of your realms did m^L i/ih"''' 
confift. For this greate dearth of victualles Scpng"™'!,",^ 
caufeth men to kepe as litle hmifes, and as uf cnsucih beg. 
finale hofpitalitie as ihey pofiible maye, and ^"^'"'' ""=''"'■ 
to put away their feruauntes ; whether, I pray you, but 
a beggynge ; or elles (whyche thefe gentell blondes, 
and Acute flomackes, wyil fooner fet their rayndes vnto) 
a ftealing ? Nowe to amende the matter, to this wret- 
ched beggerye, and miferable pouertie is ioyned greate 
wantonnes, importunate fuperfiuitie, and 
cxcefliue riote. Fornot only gentle mennes ^'^j^'e in ap- 
feniauntes, but alfo handicrafe men : yea g nmibteincr ot 
and alraoode the ploughmen of the coun- ^^^ ""' 
trey, with al other fortes of people, vfe 
muche flrauuge and proude newefanglenes In their 
apparell, and to muche prodigall riotte, and fump. 
tuous fare at their table. Nowe bawdes, 
queines, whoores, harlottes, (Irurapettes, 
broth elh on fes, flewes, and yet an other 
lAewes wynetau ernes, ale houfes, and 
tiplinge houfes, with fo manye noughtie, 
lewde, and vnlawfuil games, as dyce, cardes, 
tables, tennis, boules, coyles, do not all thefe fende tlie 
haunters of them drey ghte a flealynge when theyr money 
is gone? Caile oule thefe pemicyous abhominationi 
make a lawe, that they, whiche plucked downe ferraes, 
and townes of hulbandrie, Ibal reedifie them, or els yeldc, 
andvprenderthepoiTeIliontheroftofuche,as wil gototht 
coll of buylding them anew Suffer not thefe riche men 
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tobievpal, lo ingTolTe,and forflalle, and with, their mono' 
RichiMn^n- polietokepethemarkelalooeaspleafethem. 
snucn luid Let iiotfo manyfae brought vp in idelnes, let 
roTHuu™ hufbandry and tillage be reftored, let clothe- 
workingebe renewed, that thcrraay be honed laboursfor 
this idell fort to paffe their tyme in profitablye, whiche 
hitherto either pouertie hath caufed to be theues, or 
elles nowe be either vagabondes, or idel feniing men, 
and (horCelye wilbe theues. Doubtles onles you hnd^H 
a remedy for thefe enoraiities, you (hall in vaine ad^| 
uaunce your felues of executing iuftice vpon fellons. 
For this iullice is more beautiful in appera.unce, and 
more florifhynge to the fliewe, then either 
cdu'U^r^o'f' hifte or profitable. For by fuffring your^ 
orStut"""*" yoitl'^ wantonlie, and vicioufly to be 
tutry. brought vp, and to be infected, euen fronie 
theyr tender age, by litle and litle with vice; then 
goddes natoe to be punifhed, when they commit tha 
fame faultes after being come to mans llate, which 
from their yotithe they were euer Uketo do ; In this' 

I pointe, I praye you, what other thing do you, then 
make theues, and then punifh them? Now as I was 

I thus fpeakinge, the Lawier began to make hym felfe 
readie to anfwere, and was determined with him felfe 
to vfe the common fafhiou, and trade of difputers, 
whiche be more diligent in reherfinge, then anfwering, 
as thinking the memorie worthy of the chief praife. 
In dede fir, quod he, you bane faid wel, being but a 
llraunger, and one that myghte rather heare fome^ 
thing of thefe matters, then haue any exacte or per^ 
fecte knowledge of the fame, as I ivil incontinent by 
open proffe make manifeil and plaine. For firile I 
will reherfe in order all that you haue fayde : then I 
wyll declare wherein you be deceaued, through lacke 
of knowledge, in all oure falhioos, maners and cus- 
toraes: and lail of all I will aunfwere youre argumeii- 
tes, and confute them euery one. Firfle therefore 
wyll begynne where I promyfed. Foure thynges yod 
femed to me. Holde youre peace, quod the Ca 
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dinal! : for it appearetli that you will make ho !s *oriiic- 
no fhorte aunfwere, which make fuche a [''f,";"" '/'H'' 
beginnynge. Wherefore at this time you nfwnnia. 
' fliall not take the paynes to make youre aun[f]were, 
hut kepe it to youre nexte meatynge, which I woulde 
be righte glad, that it might be euen to morrowe next, 
onles either you or mayfler Raphael haue any earned 
let. But nowe mayfler Raphael, I woulde verye gladlye 
heare of you, why you thlnke thefte notworthye to be| 
punilhed ivith deathe, or what other punifliemeote you| 
can deuife more expedient to the weale publique. For 
I am fure you are not of that minde, that you woulde 
haue thefte efcape vnpunifhed. For yf nowe the ex- 
treme punjfhemente of deathe can not caufe them to 
leaue (lealinge, then yf ruffians and robbers flioulde be 
fuer of their lyiies ; what violence, what feare were 
liable to holde their handes from robbinge, whiche 
woulde take the mitigation of the puniflimente, as a 
a verye prouocation to the mifchiefe? 
Suerlye my lorde, quod I, I thinke it not oifgh. „'['^ b.- 
ryght nor iuftice, that ye loffe of money g™^'"'*'^ 
fhould caufe the loffe of mans life. For " 
rayne opinion is, that all the goodes in the worlde are 

»not hable to counteraayle mans life. But tf they 
would thus fay : that the breakynge of iudice, and the 
tranfgreffion of the lawes is recompenfed with this- 
pimifhment, and not the lofTe of the money, then why 
maye not this extreme and rigorous iuflice wel be called 
plaine iniurie ? For fo cruell gouemaunce, siraiit bwn 
ib flreite rules, and vnmercyful lawes be not aDowabic. 
not allowable, that if a fmall offenfe be committed, by 
and by the fword fhould be drawen : Nor fo floical 
ordinaunces are to be home withall, as to counte at 
offenfes of fuche equalitie, that the killing of a man, or 
the takyng of his money from him were both a matter, 
and the one no more heinous offenfe then the other ; 
r betwene the whyche two, yf we haue anye refpecte to 
I equitie, no fimilitude or equalitie coniiftelh. God 
Icommaundeth vs that we Ihall not kill. And be we 
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ihen fo haflie to kill a man for taldnge a litle money! 
And if any man woulde vnderilande killing by chii 
commaundement of God, to be forbidden after no large 
wife, then mans ccnditutions define killynge to be !aw- 

full, then whye maye it not lylcewife bj^H 
lawous^iuiai nians conAilutions be determined aftd^| 
'luB^^k" ^*'h3.t fort whordome, fornication, and ;>er- 
iurie Qiay be lawful! ? For where as by 
the permiHion of God, no man liath power to kt 
neither himfelf, nor yet anye other man: then yf 
lawe made by the confent of men, conceminge llaughter 
of men i oughte to be of fuche (Irengthe, force, and 
vertue, that they which contrarie to the commaunde- 
ment of God haue killed tliote, whom diis conflitution 
of man comniaunded to be killed, be cleane quite and 
exempte out of the bondes and daunger lo Gods com-, 
mauodement: fhall it not then by this reafon foUowj 
that the power of Gods commauiidemeate fhall e 
tende no further, then mans lawe doeth defini 
and permitte? And fo (hall it come to paffe, thai 
in like maner mans conftitiitions in al thinges fbal 
detennine how farre the obferuation of al' '".-■ds cora- 
oiaundementes (hall extende. To be (ftortc Moyfes 
law, though it were vngentle and (harpe, as a law that 
was geuen to bondmen, yea ; and them very obfl.i* 
nate, ftubboroe, and (lyfnecked : yet it punilhed ihefte 
by the purfe, and not wyth death. And 
let vs not thinke that God in the newe law 
of clemencie and mercye, vnder the whiche 
he ruleth vs with fatherlie gentlenes, as liis 
deare children hathe geuen vs greater fcoupe and licence 
to the execution of cruelle, one vpon another. Nowe 
ye haue heard the reafons whereby, I am perfuaded 
that this punifliement is vol awful. Furthermore I thinke 
whiiL Lnconuc- ^^^ is no body that kooweth not, how 
luenccenHifih rcafonable, yea : how pemitious a thin^ 
ihcftwith""^' it is to the weale publike, that a thefe an^ 
ric-ik- an homicide or murderer, (houlde fuffei 

equall and like puoifhment. For the thefe feynge tl; 
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man, that is condempned for thefte in no lefTc ieoperdie, 
noriudgedtonolejrepunifiiraent.thenhimtliatisconuicte 
of mandaughter : throughe this cogitation pju,|5(,inB of 
onelye he is UronEly and forciblye pro- iii=fi by Jt/iiho 
uoked, and in a maner conllreined to kill 
him, whome els he woulde haue but robbed, 
Fortheniurderbeyngeotiesdone,heisin lefTe feare, and 
in more boope that the deede fhall not be bewrayed or 
knowen, feynge tlie partye is nowe deade, and rydde 
oute of the waye, which onclyemjghte haue vttered and 
difclofed it. But if he chaunce to be taken and 
difcriued : yet he is in no more daunger and ieoperdie, 
then if he had committed but fingle fellonye. Ther- 
fore whiles we go about with fuche crueltie to make the- 
iies aferd, we prouoke them to kil good men. Now at 
touchinge this queflion, what punilhemente were more 
commodious and better: tliat truelye in ray 
iudgemente is eafier to be founde, then what ^"bm^" t"" 
ptmiihment might be wurfe. For why (hould mayiiidciiiscd 
we doubt that to be a good and a profytable 
waye for the punilhemente of offeudours, whiche we 
knowe did in tymes pafle fo longe pleafe the Romaines, 
men in the adminiftration of a weale publique moode 
experte, politique, aLd cunnynge? Sudie as amonge 
them were conuicte of great and heynous hwciIicRd- 
trefpaces, them they condempned into flone maynspimi- 

- J ■ . • .J- ..11 >licd Ihcfic. 

quamcs, and into mienes to digge mettalle, 
there to be kepte in cheynes all tiie dayes of their life. 
Bat as concemyng this matter, I allow the ordinaunce 
of no nation fo wel as yat which I fawe, whiles I tra- 
uailed abroade aboute the worlde, vfed in Perlia amonge 
the people that commenly be called the Aworiiiyami 
Polylerites. Whofe land is both large and "^hmtoiut 
ample, andalfo well and wiitelyegouemed: ihcuuin ihc 
and the people in all conditions tree and ""h' f ot'yill!.' 
ruled by their ownelawes, fauinge that they ''«'" P=i>i»- 
paye a yearelye tribute to the great king of Perfia. 
But bicaufe they be farre from the fea, compafled 
and inclofed, almoAe rouode aboute with hyghe moun- 
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taints, and do content them felues with the &uites 
their owne lande.whidieis of it felfe verye fertile anc 
frutfuU ; for this caufe neither they go to other coiin- 
treis, nor other come to them. And accordynge to the 
olde cudome of the land, they defire not to enlarge the 
boundes of their dominions : and thofe that they hataH 
by reafon of the highe hilles be eafely defended : an^l 
the tribute whiche ihey paye to their chiefe lord and 
kinge, fettelh them quite and free from warfare. Thus 
their life is commodious rather then gallante, and may 
better lie called happie : or welthy, then notable oi 
famous. For they be not knowen afmuch, as by name, 
I fuppofe fauiug only to theyr next neighbours and 
borderes. They that in this lande be atteinted and 
conuict of felony, make reflitution of that which they 
Clole, to the righte owner : and not (as they do In other 

A priui= nippe '^"'^^') ff* '^^ '='"Se : whome they thinke 
far thtm ihat to haue no more nghte to the thiefeflolen 
3o othaiMc, thinge, then the thiefe him felfe bathe. But 
if the thing be lofle or made away, then the value of it 
is paide of the gooddes of fucli offenders, which els re- 
niaineth all whole to their wiues, and children. And 
TheuM con- they them felues be condempned to be com- 
mon laborers, and, oneles the thefte be 
verie heinous, they be neyther locked in 
prifon, nor fettered in giues, but be vntied and go at 
large, laboring in the common workes. They that refufe 
labour, or go llowly and flacklye lo their worke, be not 
onelye lied in cheynes, but alio pricked forward with 
(Iripes. But beinge diligente aboute theyr worke they 
liue without checke or rebuke. Euery night they be 
called in by name : and be locked in theyr chambers. Be- 
fide their dayly labour, their life is nothing hard or ii>- 
commodious. Their fare is indifferent good, borne at the 
charges of the weale publike, bicaufe they be commen 
feruaimtes to the commen wealth. But their charges in 
all places of the lande is not borne alike. For in forae 
partes thai which is bedowed vpon them is gathered 
in almes. And thoughe that waye be vncertein, ye 
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^&the people be fo M of mercy and pitie, rhai none is 
H bund more profitable or plentifull. In fome places 
B cerlein landesbe appointed hereunto; of thereuenewes 
whereof they be mainleined. And in I'ome places 
euerye man geueth a certein tribute for ye lame vfeand 
purpofe. Againe in fome partes of the 
land thefe feruing men (for lo be thefe ^^"''•"'•^■ 
dampned perfons called) do no common worice, but as 
euerye priuate man nedeth laborours, so he comtiieth 
into the markette place, and there hierethe fome of 

tUiem for meate and drinke, and a certeine hmitted 
waiges by the daye, fumwhat cheper then he Ihoulde 
hire a fi"ee man. It is alfo lawefull for them to challice 
the flouihe of thefe feruinge men with flripes. By this 
meanes Ihey neuer lacke worke, and befides the gayn- 
ingc of their meate and drinke, euerye one of them 
bringeth dailie fome thing into the common treafourie. 
All and euery one of them be apparailed in one col- 
oure. Their heades be not polled or Oiauen, but round- 
ed a lytic aboue the eares. And the typpe of the one 
eare is cut ol. Euery one of them maye take meate 
and drinke of their irendes, and alfo a coate of their 
owne colloure : but to receiue money is deathe, afwell 
to the geuer, as to the receiuoure. And no lefTe ieo- 
perdie it is for a free man to receiue raoneye oi a 
feruynge manne for anye maner of caufe : and lykewife 
Hlor feruinge men lo louche weapons. The feruinge 
W men of euerye feuerall Ihire be diftincle and knowen 
frome other by their feuerall and diflincte badges; whiche 
lo cafle awaye is death : as it is alfo to be fene oute 
of the precincle of their owne fliire, or to talke with a 
feruinge man oi another (hyre. And it is . ,, 
lelTe daunger to them, for to mtende to «wiiied ^ ihe 
runne awaye, then to do it in dede. '''^'^ 
Yea and to conceal luche an enlerpries in a feruinge 
man it is deathe, in a free man feniitude. Of the con- 
trarie parte, to him that openeth and vttereih fuche 
counfelles, be decreed large giftes ; to a free man a 
great fome oi money, to a feruing man lieedome : 
n 
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and 10 them bothe forgeoenes .ind pnriione of that the, 

svere of counfell in that pretenc«. So that it can newer ' 
be fo good for them to go forewarde in their eoyl! pur-^ 
|)ofe, as by repeoiaunce to toiime backe. This is th^H 
iawe and order in this behalfe, as I haiie Ihewed yoii,™| 
\Vherdn what humanilie is vfed, howe faire it is froroc 
.„ . . , cnieltie, and howe conimodyous it is, you 
ind iniemor do playnclye petceaue : For a&nuche as 
pimLshenHibi jj^g g^jjp p,- (],g^ ^^^,J, ^^^ punylhemeiite 

intendelh nothynge elles, but the deftruction of vices, 
and fauynge of menne : wytli fo vfynge, and ordering 
them, that they can not chiife but be good, and 
what harme fo euer they did before, in the reC- 
tlewe of iheyr life to make amendes for the fame, 
Moreoiier it is fo litie feared, that they Ihoulde tourae 
againe to their vicious conditions, that n-ayefaringe 
men ivyl for their fauegarde chufe them to theyr guyde; 
before any other, in euery Iheir chaunging and taking' 
new. For if they would committe robbery, they haue 
nothinge ahoute them meate for that purpofe. They 
may touch no weapons : money founde aboute themi 
fhoulde betraie Lhe robbery. They Ihoulde be no! 
fooner taken with the maner, but furthwith they Ihould 
be puniihed. Neither they can haue any hope at all to 
(Ttape awaye by flienge. For howe Ihould a man, that 
in no parte of liis apparell is like other men, flye pre- 
uelieandvnknowen,onleshewoti]denmne awaye naked? 
Howebeit fo alfo flyinge he Ihoulde be difcriued by 
the roundyng of his heade, and his eare niarke. But 
it is a (hinge to be doubted, that they will laye theyr 
heddes together, and confpire againfte the weale pub- 
Hque. No no I warrante you. For the feruyng men 
of one (heire alone coulde neuer iioope to bringe 
to paffe fuche an enterprife, without follicitinge, 
entyCnge, and allurynge lhe feniinge men of man- 
ye other Ihieres to take their partes. \Vhiche 
thinge is to them fo impoHiblc, that ihey maye not 
afmuch as fpeake or talke togethers, or lalute one an 
other. No it is not to be thouglile that they w<iuldB 
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make theyr owne countreymen and companions of 
their counfell in fuche a matter, whiche they knowe 
well fliould be ieopardie to the concelour thereof, 
«nd great corarooditie and goodnes to the opener asid 
detectour of the fame. Whereas on the other parte., 
there is none of them all hopeles or in difpaire to re- 
couer againe his fonner eflate of fredorae, by humble 
obedience, by paciente fuffringe, and by geaing good 
tokens and likelyhoode of himfelfe, that he wyll euer 
after that, lyue like a trewe, and an honed man. For 
cuerye yeare diners of tiiem be reflored to dieir free- 
dome: Chrovighe the commendation of their patience. 
Whan I had thus fpoken, f;iyinge moreouer that I 
coulde fee no caufe why this ordre might not be 
had in Englande ivith muche more profyte, then 
(he lujlice whiche the lawyer (o heighly prayled ; 
Nayc, quod the lawier, this coulde neuer be fo flab- 
lylhed in Englande, but that it mud nedes bringe the 
wealc publike into great ieoperdie and hafarde. And 
as he was thus fayinge, he Ihaked his heade, and 
made a wrie mouthe, and fo he helde his peace. 
■And all tliat were there prefent, with one aflent agreed 
to his fayinge. Well, quod the Cardinall, yet it were 
barde to iudge withoute a proffe, whetlier this order 
would do wel here or no. But when tiie fentence oi 
death is geuen, if than the kinge flioulde commaunde 
execution to be defferred and fpared, and would proue 
this order and falTion : takinge awaye the priuiliges ol 
All faintuaries : if then the profe ihoulde declare the 
thinge to be good and profitable, than it were wel 
done that it were ilabliihed; Els the condempned 
and repriued perfons may afwe! and as iuftly be put to 
death after tJiis profe, as when they were firil cafl. 
Neither any ieoperdie can in the meane fpace growe 
herof. Yea, and me thynketh that thefe ^ , ^^ 
vagaboundes may very wel be ordered after 
the fame fafliion, againfL whom we haue hitherto made 
fo many lawcs, and fo litle preuailed. Wlien the Car- 
dinall had thusfaide, than euerj- man gaue greale piaiie 
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judEcmcniu whtch was fpoken of vagaboutides, bicaufe 
of Hiucrcn. j, .^^^ jj^g cardinalles oivne addition. I can 
Tiot tell whether it were bed to reherie the communica- 
tion that folowed, for it was not very fad. But yet you 
(hall heare it, for there was no euil in it, and parllye 
it parleined to the matter before faide. There chaunced 
to Hand by a certein ielling paiafite, or fcoffer, which 
wold feme to refemble and counterfeit ye foole. But 
he did in fuche wife counterfeit, that he was ahiioft ye 
verye fame in dede tliat he labored to reprefent ; he 
fo fludied with wordes and fayinges brought furth fo 
out of time and place to make fporte and moue laugh- 
ter, that he himfelfe was oftener laughed at dien his 
ieftes were. Yet the foolifhe fellowe brought out 
now and then fuch indifferent and reafonable tlitffe, 
that he made the prouerbe true, which faieth ; he thai 
(hoteth oft, al the lafl (hal hit the mark. So that when 
one of the company fayd, that throughe my communi- 
cation a good order was founde for theues, and thai 
the Cardinal alfo had wel prouided for vagaboundes, 
sicke, iBcd. fo that only remained fome good prouifion 
13^5 ^. ^° '•^ made for them that through ficlcnes 
gtri, and age were fallen into pouertie, and were 

become fo impotent and vnweldie, that they were not 
hable Co worke for their Huinge ■ Tuihe (quod he) let me 
alone with them : you fhail fe me do well ynough with 
them. For I had rather then any good, that this kinde 
of people were dtiuen fumwher oute of my fight, they 
haue fo fore troubled me manye times and ofte, when 
they haue wytli their lamentable teares begged money 
of me : and yet they coulde neucr to my mynde fo tunc 
their fonge, that thereby tliey euer got of me one far- 
ihinge. For euer more the one of thefe two chaunced : 
either that I would not, or els that 1 couid not, bicaufe 
I had it not Therfore now they be waxed wife. For 
when they fee me go by, bicaufe liiey will not leefe 
labour, ihey let me paife and faye not one word 
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to me. So they loke for nothinge of me, Aco«mB.pro- 
no in good fothe no more, then yf I were "=rbe amDneo 
a prieO, or a monke. But I will make a ^^'"''■ 
lawe, that all thefe beggers (hall be diflributed, and be- 
llowed into houfes of religion. The men (halbe made 
laye brethren, as they call them, and the women nunnes. 
Hereat the Cardinal finiled, and allowed it in iefl, yea 
and all the refidue in good earned. Hut a certeine 
freare graduate in diuinitie, toke fiirhe pleafure and 
delite in this ieile of prielles and monkes, Ameryiaikn 
that he alfo beynge elles a man of griflie ^^"^5* 
and Heme giauitie, began merilie and wan- fooic. 
tonlye to ieile and taunt Naye, quod he, you fhall 
not fo be ridde and difpatched of beggers, oneles you 
make fome prouifion alfo for vs frears. Why, quod 
the ieflcr, that is done alreadie, for ray lord him felfe 
fet a vcrye good order for you, when he decreed that 
vagaboundes Ihould be kept flraite, and fet to worke ; 
for you be the greateft and verieR vagaboundes that 
be. This ieft alfo, when they fawe the Cardinall nol 
difproue it, every man toke it gladly, fauyng onelye 
the Frear. For he {and that no marueife} beynge thus 
touched on the quicke, and hit on the gaule, fo fret, fo 
fumed, and chafed at it, and was in fuch a rage, that he 
could not refraine himfelfe from chidinge, fkolding, 
railing, and reuiling. He called the fellow ribbalde, 
villaine, iauel, backbiter, fclaunderer, and the childe of 
perdition : citinge therwith terrible threaleninges out ot 
holie Scripture. Then the ieftynge fcoffer beganne to 
playe the fcoffer in dede, and verelyhewasgood at yt, 
for he could play a part in that play no man better. 
Patient youre felfe good maiRer Freare, quod he, and 
be not angrie, for fcripture faieth : in youre patience 
you (hall faue your fouies. Then the Freare (for I will 
rehearfe his own very woordes) No gallous wretche, I am 
not angrie (quod he) or at the leade wife, Taike qraiifi- 
I do not (jnne : for the Pfalmifte faith, be tht°^™^i 
youangrie.andfinnenot. Then the Cardinal ipeakcth. 
(pake gently to the ircare, and defu^ him to quiete him- 



54 



Gtlt iitst boo&r 



felfc. No my lord, quod he, I fpeak not but of a good 
icalc as I oughte : for holye men had a good zeala 
Wherefore it is fayd ; the zeale of thy houfe hath eaten 
nic. And It is fonge in the church The (koroers of Heli- 
tcus, whiles he went vp into the houfe of Ood, felte 
the icale of the bald, ss peraduenlure this (korning vil- 
lainc ribaulde shall feele. You do it (quod the Cardi- 
iiall) perchaunce of a good mynde and affection : but 
iiic ihinketh you Ihould do, I can not tell whether more 
holilic, lertes more wifely, yf you w'outde not fet youre 
witlc to a fooles witte, and with a foole take in hande 
■ fooiifhe conlention. No forfoeth my lorde (quod hej 
I fhoulde not do more wyfdye. For Salomon the wyfe 
fiiieih : Anfwere a foole accordinge to his folye, like as 
] do nowe, and do (hew him the pit that he (hall fa]l 
inio. yf he take not hede. Forif many ll;omers of Heli- 
j:ciis, whiche was but one bald man, felte the zeale of 
the baldc, how muche more (hall one fkomer of many 
frc-.vn fcclc, amonge whom be manye balde men ? And 
wc hnue alio (he popes bulles, whereby all that mocke 
and Ikome vs be excommunicate, fufpended, and acur- 
fel, The cardinal, (eing that none ende would be made, 
t'l'iit au'nic the ieilct by a preuy becke, and tumeil the 
tomniimii-alion to an other matter. Shortly after, when 
he was rifcn (mm the table, he went to heare his fueters, 
»nd fo dimiflcd vs, Looke maifler More wyth how 
long* and tedious a talc I haiie kept you, which furely 
1 woulde h.iue bene alh.imed to haue done, but that 
you fo earnellly defireil me, and did after fuch a forte 
, geu« are vqio it, as tliougli >'Oii would not that any- 
parwl of that communication fhould be left out. 
Whiche thoughe I haue done fumwhat briefely, yet 
could 1 not chufe but rchcarie it, for the iudgementc 
of them, whj-che when they had improued and dif- 
allowed my fayinges.yet incontinent hearynge the Caidi 
naU allowe them, dyd therafelues alfo approue the fame: 
fo impudently flattering him, thai they wer nothing 
Kfhamed to admitte. yea almoi\e in good eatnell, his 
ieftcTs foliHi inueiiiiuiiSi bitaufc that he him felfe by 
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i]g at tbem did feme not to difproue them. So 
that hereby you may right wel perceaue how h'tle the 
courtiers woulde regardeand efteme meand myfayinges. 

I enfure you maiiler Raphael, quod I, I toke 
greate delectacion in bearing you : all thinges that you 
faide were fpoken fo wittilye and fo pleafauntly. And 
rue thought me lelfe to be in the meane time, not onelye 
at home in my countrei, but alTo through the pleafaunt 
remembraunre of the Cardinal, in whofe houfe I was 
broughte vp of a childe, to waxe a. child againe. 
And frend Kaphael, though I did beare verye greate 
loue towardes you before, yet feynge you do fo eartied- 
lye fauoure this man, you wyll not beleue howe muche 
my loue towatdes you is nowe increafed. But yet, all 
this notwitliflandinge, I can by no meanes chaungemy 
mind, but tliat I muR nedes beleue, that you, if you 
be difpofed, and can fynde in youre hearte lo follow 
fome Princes courte, (hall with your good counfelles 
greatlye helpe and further the comtnen weallhe. Wher- 
fore there is nothynge more apperteining to youre dewty, 
that is to faye, to the de\vtie of a good man. For 
whereas your Plato iudgeth that weale publiques (hall 
by this meanes atieyne perfecte felicitie, eyther if phi- 
lofophersbe kynges, or elles yf kynges geue themfeluei 
lo the fludie of Philofophie, how farre I praye you. 
(hall coramen wealthes then be frome thys felicitie, yl 
Phiiofophers wyll vouchefaufe lo enllruct kinges with 
iheir good counfell? 

They be not fo vnkinde (quod he) but they woulde 
gtadlye do it,yea, manye haue done it aheadye in bookes 
that they haue putfurthe, if kynges and princes would be 
wiilynge and readye lo folowe good counfell. But Plato 
doubtleffe dyd well forefee, onelelTe kynges themfelues 
woulde applye their miodes to the fludye of Philofophie, 
ihatclles they wouldeneuerthoroughlyeallowe the coun- 
fell of Phiiofophers, beynge themfelues before euen from 
their tender age infected, and corrupt with peruerfe, and 
euill opinions. Whiche thynge Plato hytnfelfe proued 
treweinkingeDioni'fe. If I fhouldepropofe toanykj'ng 
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ees, doyiige my endeuoore to i<mcke i 
of hys mynde the pernicious origioall caules of vice and 
noughtiiies, Ihinke you not that I fliouldc furthewith 
either be driuen away, or elles made a laughyng (locke? 
Well fuppofe I were with the Frenche kynge, and there 
fyttingc in his counfell, whiles in that moolle fecrete 
conftiltation, the kynge him felfe there beynge prefente 
in hys owne perfoniie they beate their braynes, and 
ferche the \'er>'e boltomes of their witles to difcuITe by 
rhi Frcnchr- ""^^^ crafte and meares the kynge maye 
men prig u» he fly] kepe Myliayne,and drawe to himagaine 
t^'ac^.i oT fugitiiie Naples, And then howe to conquere 
iwiit the Venetians, and how tobringe vnderhis 

inrifdiction all Italie, then howe to win the dominion 
of l''!aunders, Brabant, and of all Burgundie ; with 
diuers other landes, whofe kingdomes he hath longe a 
go in mind and purpofe inuaded. Here whiles one 
counfelkth to conclude a legue of peace with the 
Venetians. To tonge to endure, as (hall be thought mete 
and expedient for their purpofe, and to make them alfo 
of their counfell, yea, and befides that to geue them 
part of the pray, whiche afterwarde, when they haue 
brought Jheyr purpofe about after their owne myndes, 
they maye require and clayme againe. An other think- 
eth befl to hiere the Germaynes. An other woulde 
U4in« itoigh- haue the fauoure of the Swychers wonne 
•=»■ with money. An others aduyfe is to ap- 

peafe the puilTaunie power of the Eraperoures maieflie 
wyth golde, as with a mode pleafaunte, and acceptable 
facrifice. Whiles an other gyueth counfell to make 
peace w>'th the k)Tige of Arragone, and to reftoore vnto 
him hys owne kyngedorae of Nauarra, as a. full affur- 
aunce of peace. An other commeth in with his fiue 
egges, and aduifeth to hooke in the kynge of Caflell 
' with fome hope of affjnitie or allyaunce, and to bringe 
to their parte certeine Pieers of his courte for greate 
penfions. ■VVhJles they all (laye at the chiefelle double 
of all, what to do in the meane time with Englande, 
and j-et agree all in this to make peace with tliej 
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Engliflimen, and with moode fuer and Ilronge bandea 
\o bynde that weake and feable frendefhippe, so that 
they mufte be called frendes, and hadde in (ufpidon as 
enemyes. And that therfore the Skottes mude be hadde 
in a readines, as it were in a ilandynge, readie at all 
occafions, in aunters the Engliflimen flioulde (lurrc 
neuer fo lytle, incontinent to let vpon them. And 
nioreouer preuihe and fecretlye (for openlie it maye 
not be done by the truce that is taken) priuelie there- 
fore I faye to make muche of foine Piere of Englande, 
that is bannhhed hys countrey, whiche mufle cleime 
title to the crowne of the realme, and aifinne hym felfe 
iuAe inherytoure thereof, that by this fubtill meanes 
they maye holde to them the kinge, in whome elles 
they haue but small truHe and afRaunce. Here I faye, 
where fo great and heyghe matters be in confultation, 
where fo manye noble and wyfe menne counfell theyr 
kynge oneUe to warre, here yf I felie man flioulde rile 
vp and will them to tourne ouer the leafe, and leame a 
newe lefTon, fayinge that my counfell is not to medle 
with Italy, but to tarye llyll at home, and that the kynge- 
dome of Fraunce alone is alraoofle greater, then that 
it maye well be gouemed of one man : fo that the 
kynge flioulde not nede to fludye howe to gette more : 
And then flioulde propofe vnto them the decrees of 
the people that be called the Achoriens, whiche be 
liluate ouer agaynfle the Ilande of Utopia Anoiabitciam- 
on the foutheafle fide. Thefe Achoriens E|=' |^te*oi"ci. 
ones made warre in their kinges quarrell wt± 
for to gette him another kingdome, whiche he laide 
claime vnto, aiid auaiinced hymfelfe ryghte inheritoure 
to the crowne thereof, by the tytle of an olde aliaunce. 
At the lafl when they had gotten it, an[d] fawe that they 
hadde euen as muche vexation and trouble in kepynge 
it, as they had in gettynge it, and that either Iheir newe 
conquered subiectes by fundrye occafions were makynge 
daylye infurrections to rebell againlle them, or els that 
Other countreis were continualUe with diners inrodes 
'and forragynges inuadynge them: fo that they were 
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euer fighting either for them, or agaynftc them, and ' 
neuer coulde breake vp theyr campes; Seynge them 
felues in the meane feafon pylled and impoueriflied; 
tlieir money caried out of the realme : their own men 
killed to maintaine the glorye of an other nation : when 
they had no wane, peace nothynge better then wane, 
by reafon that theh people in war had fo inured them- 
felues to corrupte and wicked maners; that they had 
taken a dehte and pleafure in robbinge and Healing; 
that througii manflaughter they had gathered boldnes 
to mifchiefe; that their lawes were had in contempte, 
and nothing fet by or regarded : that their king beynge 
troubled with the charge and gouemaunce of two king- 
domes, could not nor was not hable perfectUe to dis- 
charge his office to wardes them both : feing againe that 
all thefe euelles and troubles were endles; at the lafle 
layde their heades together, and like faithfull and lou- 
inge fubiectes gaue to their kynge iree choife and lib- 
ertie to kepe (lyll the one of thefe two kingdoraes 
whether he would; alleginge that he was not hable to 
kepe both, and that they were mo then might well be 
gouemed of halfe a king : forafmuche as no man 
woulde be content to take him for his mulettour, that 
kepeth an other mans moyles befydes his. So this 
good prince was conilreyned to be content with his 
olde kyngedome, and to geue oner the newe to one of 
his frendes. Who fhortelye after was violentlie driuen 
out. Turthermore if I (houlde declare vnto ihem, 
that all this bufie preparaunce to warre, wherby fo many 
nations for his falie ihould be broughte into a trouble- 
fome hurlei-burley when all his coffers were emptied, 
his treafures wafted, and his people dellroied, (liould at 
the length through fome mifchance be in vaine and to 
none effect: and that theriore it were bell for him to 
content him felfe with his owne kingedome of fraunce, 
as his forfathers and predeceffouis did before him : to 
make much of it, to enrich it, and to make it as flour- 
ilfhing as he could, to endeuoure him felfe to lone his 
fubiectes. and againe to be beloued of them, willingly 
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peaceably to goueme tliem, and with 
other kyngdomes not to medle, feinge that whiche he 
hath all reddy is euen ynoughe for him, yea and more 
then he can wel tume hym to : this myne aduyfe maifler 
Wore, how thinke you it would be harde and taken? 

I So God heipe me not very thankefijlly, quod I,. 

' Wel let vs procede then, quod he. Suppofe that fome 
kyng and his counfelwere together whettinge iheirwittes 
and deuiiinge, what fubtell crafte they myght inuente lo 
eoryche the kinge with great treafures of money. Firfl 

I one counfelleth to rayfe and enhaunce the EnhauncynEe 

[valuation of money when the kinge muil and imbasyng 
paye anye: and agayne to calle downe the " "'^'*- 
\'alue of coyne to lefle them it is wortlie, when he mulle 
receiue or gather any. For thus great fommes Ihalbe 
payde wyth a lytyl money, and where lytle h due muche 
fhalbe receaued. An other counfelleth to Cnurterfjyie 
fayne warre, that when vnder this coloure "»"=»■ 
iind pretence the kyng hath gathered greate abound- 
aunce of money, he ma3'e, when it (hall pleafe him, 
make peace with greate folempnitie and hoiye cere- 
monies, to blinde the eyes of the poore commun- 
altie, as taking pitie and compaflion forfothe vpon 
mans blonde, lyke a louing and a mercifiiU prince. 
An other puiteth the kynge in remem- The rtnt-itiB 
braunce of certeine olde and moughteeaten ofold=l""". 
lawes, that of longe tyme haue not bene put in execu- 
tion, whych becaufe no man can remembre that they 
were made, euerie man hath tranfgreffed. The fynes 

tof thefe lawes he counfelleth the kynge to require: foi 
there is no waye fo profhtoble, nor more honorable, as 
•he whyche hathe a (hawe and coloure of iuflice. An 
other aduyfeth him to forbidde manye r^^.^.^j 
Ihinges \Tider greate penalties and fines, " *" "' 
fpecially fuche thinges as is for the peoples profit not 
be vfed, and afterwarde to difpence for money with 
them, whyche by this prohibition (ubfleyne ioJTe and 
dammage. For by this raeanes the iauour of the people 
. wonne, and profile rifeth t-vo wayes. Firft by talt- 
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ingc forfaytes of them whome coueioufnes of gaynes 
1 Sdiyi« oTli- halh brought in daunger of this ftalute, and 
*" ■" alfo by fellinge priuileges and licences, 

whychc the better thai the prince is forfothe, the deerer 
he fellelli them: as one that is lothe to giaunte to any 
pritute perfone anye thinge that is againfle the proffite 
of his people. And therefore maye fe! none but at an 
exceding dere pryce. An other giueth the kynge coun- 
fel to endaunger vnto his grace the iudges of the 
Realme, that he maye haue them euer on his fide, and 
that Uiey maye in eueiye matter defpute and reafon for 
the kynges right Yea and further to call them into his 
palACe and to require them there to argue and difcuITe 
(lis matters in his owne prefence. So there (hafbe no 
matter of his fo openlye wronge and vniutle, wherein 
one or other of them, either becaufe he wj'l haue fum- 
thiiigc to allege and obiecte or that he is alhamed to 
fayc that whiche is fayde alreadye, or els to pike a 
thanke with his prince, wil not fynde fome hole open to 
fct n fnare in. wherewith to take the contrarie parte in 
a trippe. Thus whiles the iudges cannot agree amongea 
them fclfes reafoninge and arguing of that which is 
playne enough, and bringinge the manifeft trewlhe in 
dowlc: in the nieane feafon the Kinge maye take 
A fyt occalion to \Tiderfland tlie lawe as flial mode 
make for his aduauuiage. wherevnto all other for (hame, 
or for tiMre wil agree. Then the fudges may be 
liolde to pronounce on the ki-nges fide. For he that 
geucth firnteiicc for the king, cannot be mlhout a good 
tfxcufc. For it flialbc fufhcient for him to haue equirie 
on his part, or the bare wordes of the lawe, or a wry- 
then and wrefted \-nderlUiidinge of the fame (or els, 
whiche with good and iuft Iudges is of greater force then 
all bwes be) the Kynges indifputable prerogative. To 
TheBiyngof conclude, al the counfellours agre and con- 
nche Cnuut. (^nt together with the ryche Craffus, that 
no abundance of gold can be fufficient for a prince, 
which mufle kepe and raaynleyne an -amiie: furthei- 
roore that a kynge, Ihoughc he would, can do nothinge 
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trniufllye. For all that all men haue, yea alfo the men 
them felfes be all his. Ajid that euery man hath (tr 
much of his owne, as ye kynges geotilnes hath not taken 
from hym. And that it (halbe mode for the tinges aduan- 
tage, that his fubiectes haue very lytle or nothinge in 
their polteiTion, as whofe fauegarde doth herein confide, 
that his people doe not waxe wanton and wealthie 
through riches and libertie, becaufe where thefe thinges 
be, there men be not wonte patiently to obeye harde, 
vniude, and vnlawefull com maun dementes. Where as 
Kon the other part neade and pouertie doth holde downe 
Bttnd kepe under ftowte courages, and maketh them 
" patient perforce, takynge from them holde and rebell " 
ynge (lomakes. Here agayne if I (hoiilde ryfe vp, and 
boldelye affirme that all thefe counfelles be to the kinge 
^diflionoure and reproche, whofe honoure and fafetye is 
^ftmore and rather fupported and vpholden by the wealth 
iBand ryches of his people, then by hys owne treafures: 
and if 1 (hoiild declare that liie coraminaltie chuefeth 
1^ their king for their owne fake, and not for his fake : to 
^■the intent, that through his laboure and Rudie [hey 
^■inight al Hue wealthily (auffe from wronges and iniuries : 
and that therfore the kynge ought to take more care for 
the wealthe of his people, then for his owne wealthe, 
euen as the office and dewtie of a fliepehearde is in that 
he is a fhepiierde, to feede his fhepe rather then him- 
felfe. For as towchinge this, that they thinke the de- 
fence and mayntenaunce of peace to confifle in the 
pouertie of the people, the thing it felfe Pou«iycihc 
fheweth that they be farre out of the waye. r« ^d^dlVBi 
For where flial a man Gnde more wrangling, of r=niin«- 
quarrelling, bmwling, and chiding, then araongbeggers? 
Who be more defierous of newe mutations and altera- 
tions, then they diat be not content with the prefent 
(late of their lyfc? Or finallye who be bolder (lomaked 
to bringe all in a hiirlieburlye {therby truilinge to get 
fome windfal) then they that haue nowe nothinge to 
Icefe? And yf any Kyng were fo fraally regarded, and 
fo tightly eilemed, yea fo behaled of his fubiectes, that 
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other wayes he could not kepe tliem in awe, but onlye 
by open wronges, by poliinge and fliauinge, and by 
bringinge them to beggerie, fewerly it were better for 
him to forfake his kingedorae, then to holde it by this 
meanes: whereby though the name of a king be kepte, 
yet the maieftie is loll. For it is againfte the dignitie of 
a kynge to haue rule ouer beggers, but rather ouer 
Awoiihysii- ryche and welihie men, Of this mynde 
ing of Fibnqe. ^^,^g j|jg hardic and couragius Fabrice, 
when he fayde, that he had ratlier be a ruler of riche 
men, then be rj'che himfelfe. And verelye one man to 
liue in pleafure and wealth, whyles all other wepe and 
fmarte for it, that is the parte, not of a kynge, but of a 
iayler. To be Ihorte as he is a fols^e phifition, that 
cannot cure his patientes difeafe, onles he calle him in 
an other lyckenes, fo he that cannot amend the h'ues of 
his fubiectes, but be taking from them tlie wealthe and 
commoditie of lyfe, he muHe nedes graunte that, he 
knoweth not the feate how to goueroe men. But let 
liim rather amende his owne lyfe, renounce vnhoneft 
pleafures, and forfake pride. For thefe be the diiefe 
vices that caufe hym to runne in the contempte or 
hatred of his people. Let him lyue of hys owne, hur- 
tinge no man. Let him doe coll not aboue his power. 
Let hyra rellreyne wyckednes. Let him preuente vices, 
and take awaye the occafions of offenfes by well order- 
ynge hys fubiectes, and not by fuffeiynge wickednes to 
increafe afterward to be punyihed. Let hym not be to 
haJlie in callynge agayne lawes, whyche a cuHome 
hathe abrogated : fpecially fuche as haue bene longe 
forgotten, and neuer lacked nor neaded. And let hym 
neuer vnder the cloke and pretence of tranfgreflion 
take fuche fynes and forfaytes, as no ludge wyll fuf&e a 
priuate perfone to take, as vniufle and ful of gile. 
Here if I Ihould brynge forth before them 
nota'bi''"inwe" the lawe of the Macariens, whiche be not 
tfihe Mua- fane diftaunt from Utopia : whofe Kynge 
the daye of hys coronation is bounde by a 
folempne othe, that he (hall neuer at anye time haue 
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B in hys treafure aboue a thoufande pounde of goMe or 
fyluer. They faye a veiye good kynge, whiche toke more 
care for the weailhe and commoditye of his countrey, 
tlien for th[e] enriching of hira felfe, made this lawe to be 
a ilop and a barre to kinges from heaping and hording 
vp fo muche money as might impoueryihe their people. 
For he foribwe that this torn of treafure wonlde fuffice 
to fupporte the kynge in battaile againfl his owne 
people, if they flioulde chaunce to rebell : and alfo to 
maintein his warres againile the inuafions of his forreyn 
enemies. Againe he perceiued the fame Ilocke of 
money to be to litle and vnfufficient to encourage and 
enhable him wrongfullye to take away other mens 
goodes : whyche was the chiefe caufe whie the iawe 
was made. An other caufe was this. He thought 
that by this prouifion his people (houlde not lacke 
money, wherewith to mayneteyne their dayly occupieng 
and chaffayre. And feynge the kynge could not 
chewfe but laye out and bellowe ai that came in aboue 
the prefcript fome of hisflocke, he thought he woulde 
leke no occafions to doe his fubiectes iniurie. Suche 
a kynge (lialbe feared of euel men, and loued of good 
ruen. Thefe, and fuche other informations, yf I (houlde 
vfe among men wholye inclined and geuen to the contra- 
lye part, how deatfe hearers thinke you flioulde I haue ? 
Deaffe hearers douteles (quod I) And in good faith 
no marueyle. And to be plaine with you, iruelye 

tl can not allowe that fuche communication (halbe vfed, 
or fuche counfell geuen, as you be fuere ihall neuer be 
regarded nor receaued. For howe can fo ilniunge in- 
formations be profitable, or how can they be beaten 
into their headdes, whofe myndes be allredye pre- 
uented: with cleane contrarye perfuafions? This 
fchole philofophie is not vnpleafaunte amonge frendes 
in familiare communication, but in the Schoicphiio- 
tounfelles of kinges, where greate matters ^SuiuJi" nSS 
u be debated and reafoned with greate autho- p^^" '"'*'" 
^ftritye, mele thinges haue no place. 
^M That is it whiche I mente(quod he)whenl fayde philo- 
' (ophyc hadde no place amonge kinges. 
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In dede {quod I) this fchole philofophie hath 
not: whichc thinketh all thinges mete for euery 
place. But there is an other philofophye more ■ 
cLuile, whyche knoweth, as ye wolde fay, her owne m 
(lage, and thereafter orderynge and behauinge here- ■ 
selfe in theplaye that ihe hathe in hande, playethe 
her parte accordingelye with comlyenes, vtteringe 
nothinge oute of dewe ordre and falTyon. And this is 
the philofophye that you mufte vfe. Or els wliyles a 
A fine and I conimodye of Plautus is playinge, and die 
fitt=>imiiiti»se. ^le boodemen ikoffynge and tryffelinge 
amonge them felfes, yf you fiioulde fodenlye coroe 
vpon the ftage in a Philofopliers apparrell, and reherfe ■ 
oute of Octauia the place wherein Seneca difpuietb I 
A dumme with Ncro : Had it not bene better for you 

pL-utr. fo jj^yg played the domme perfone, then. by 

reherfynge that, whych ferued neither for the tyme nor 
place to haue made fuche a tragycall comedye or 
gallymalfreye ? For by bryngynge in other ftuffe that 
nothinge apperteynetlie to the prefente matter, you 
mude nedes marre and peruert the play that is in 
hand, thoughe the (luffe that you bringe be muche 
better. What part foeuer you haue taken vpon you, 
playe that afwell as you can and make the bell of it : 

/ And doe not therefore diflurbe and brynge oute ot 
( ordre the whole matter, bycaufe that an other, whyche 

^,is meryerand better cum me the to your rem embraunce. 
So the cafe (landeth in a common wealthe, and fo it is 
in the confitltations of Kynges and prynces, Yf euel 
opinions and noughty perfuafions can not be vtterly 
and quyte plucked out of their hartes, if you can not 
euen as you wolde remedy vices, which vfe and cus- 
tome hath confirmed : yet for this caufe you mutl not 
leaue and forfake the common wealthe : you mufte not 
(orfake the Ibippe in a tempelle, becaufe you can not 
t-ule and kepe downe the w^ndes. No nor you mufle 
not laboure to dryue into their heades newe and 
(Itaunge informations, whyche you knowe wel ihalbe , 
nothinge regarded wyth them that be ol cleane contrary 
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mindes. But you mud with a crafty wile and a fubtell 
trayne fludye and endeuoure youre ielfe, afmuche as in 
you lyethe, to handle the matter wyttelye and hande- 
ibmelye for the purpofe, and that whyche you can not 
tume to good, fo to order it that it be not uerye badde. 
For it is not poiTible for al thinges to be well, onles all 
men were good. Whych I thinke wil not be yet thies 
good many yeares. 

By this meanes (quod he) nothinge elles wyl be 
brought to pafie, but whyles that I goe aboute to 
remedye the madnes of others, I fhoulde be euen as 
madde as they. For if I wolde fpeake fuche thinges 
that be trewe I muft neades fpeake fuche thinges : 
but as for to fpeake faife thinges, whether that be a 
philofopiiers parte or no I can not tel, truelye it is 
not my part. Howebeit this communication of mine, 
thoughe peraduenture it maye feme vnplefauntc to 
them, yet can 1 not fee why it (houlde feme (Iraunge, 
or folifhelye newfangled. If fo be that I (hould fpe^e 
thofe thinges that Plato faynethe in his weale publiqite: 
or that the Utopians doe in theires, Ehefe ThtUiopi» 
thinges thoughe they were (as they be in dede) weaiepuEii- 
better, yet they myghte feme fpoken oute of ''"' 
place. Forafmuche as here anionges vs, euerye man 
hathc his poffeillons feuerall to him felfe, and there all 
thinges be common. But what was in my communi- 
cation conteyned, that mighte not, and oughte not in 
anye place to be fpoken? Sauynge that to them 
whyche haue througlilye decreed and determined with 
tliem felfes to runne hedlonges the contrary waye it 
can not be acceptable and pleafaunt, becaufe it call- 
eth them backe, and (heweth them the Jeopardies, 
Verilye yf all thynges that euel and vitioufe raaners 
haue caufed to feme inconueniente and noughte fhould 
be refufed, as thinges vnmete and reprochefull, thsn we 
muil among Chrillen people wynke at the mofle parte 
of al thofe thinges, whych Chrifl taught vs, and fo 
ftreitly forbad them to be winked at, yat thofe thinges 
8lfo whiche he whifpered in ye cares of his difciples he 
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[commaunded to be procLiimed in open homes. And 
I yet ye moH parte of them is more diffident from the 
maners of tlie worlde nowe a dayes, then my communi- 
cation was. But preachers (lie aiid wilie men foUow- 
ynge youre counfel (as I fuppofe} bicaufe they faw men 
euel willing to frame theyr manners to Chriiles rule, they 
haue wrefled and wriede his doctiyne, and like a rule of 
leade haue applyed it to mennes manners : that by fome 
meanes at the leade waye, they myghte agree together. 
Whereby I can not fee what good they haue done ; but 
^ihat men may more fickerlye be euell. And I truelye 
«:ri^Ttioulde preuaile euen as litle in kinges counfelles. 
^k ^ For either I mufle faye otherwayes then they faye, and 
H / then I were as good to faye nothinge, or els I mufle 
H / ' faye the fame that they faye, and (as Mitio faieth in 
^^ ^--^ .Terence) helpe to further their niadnes. For that 
^B craftye nyle, and fubtil traine of yours, I can not per- 

^B ceaue to what |)urpofe it ferueth, wherewith you wolde 

^1 haue me to (ludy and endeuoure my felfe, yf all 

^1 thinges can not be made good, yet to handle them 

^H wittily and handfomely for the jjurpofe, yat as farre forth 

^K as is poflible they, may not be very euel. For there is no 

>. place to diffemble in, nor to wincke in. Noughtye 
\ counfelles mufle be openlye allowed and verye peflilent 
decrees mufle be approued. He fhalbe counted worfe 
then a fpye, yea alraofle as euel as a traytour, that with 
a faynte harte doth prayfe euel and noyefome decree 
Moreouer a man canne haue no occafion to doe good, 
chaunfmge into the companye of them, whych wyl foner 
peruerte a good man, then be made good them felfes : 
through whofe euel company he (lialbe marred, or els 
if he remayne good and innocent, yet the wickednes 
and follye of others (halbe imputed to hyra, and layde 
in his necke. So that it is impoffible with that craftye - 
wyele, and fubtel trayne to tumeanye thinge to better. 
Wherefore Plato by a goodlye fimiiitude declareth, why 
wife men refraine to medle in the common wealthe. 
For when they fee the people fwarme into the flretes, 
and daily wet to the (kinne with rayne, and yet can 
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not perfuade tliem to goe out of the rayne, and 10 take 
Iheir houfes, knowynge wel, that if they (houlde goe 
out lo them, theyfliould nothinge preuayle, nor wynne 
ought by it, but with them be wette alfo in the raine, 
[hey do kepe them felfes within their houfes, being 
content thai they be faffe them felues, feinge they can- 
not remedye the foilye of the people, Howe be il 
doubtleffe maifler More (to fpeke truelye as my mynde 
geueth me) where polTeirions be priuate, where money 
bearelhe all the (Iroke, il is harde and almoile impoffi- 
b!e that there the weale publique maye iullelye be 
gouemed, and profperouflye florylhe. Onles you thinke 
thus : that lullyce is there executed, where all thinges 
come into the handes of euell men, or that profperitye 
there tioryflhethe, where all is diuided amonge a fewe : 
whyi he fewe neuertheleffe doe not leade iheire Hues 
very we.dthely, and the refydewe lyue myferablye, 
wretchedlye, and beggerlye. Wherefore when I con- 
fyder ivith my feife and weye in my mynde the wyfe, 
3ndgodlyeordinauncesoftheUtopians,amongewhome 
with verye fewe lawes all thinges be fo wel and wealthe- 
lye ordered, that vertue is had in pryce and eflimation, 
and yet aU thinges beinge theie common, euerye man 
hath aboundaimce of euerye thinge. Againe on the 
other part, when I compare with them fo manye na- 
tions euer makinge newe lawes, yet none of them all 
weU and fuffidentlye, fumyiihed with lawes: where 
euerye man calleth that he hathe gotten, his owne 
jiroper and priuate goodes, where fo many newe lawes 
daylyc made be not fufficiente for euerye man to enioye, 
defend, and knowe from an other mans that whych he 
calleth his owne: which thinge the infinite controuerfies 
in the lawe, dayle ryfynge, neuer to be ended, playnly 
declare to be trewe. Thefe thinges (I fay) 
when I confiderwith me felfe, I holde wel KnS'ml. 
with Plato, and doe nothinge manieille, oonnionwcJih 
that he woulde make no lawes for them, lomnwii. 

that refufed thofe lawes, whereby all men ihoulde hauc 
and enioye eqiiall portions of welthes and commodities. 
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For the wife man did eafeljr fanfee, this to bee the 
ooe and oolfc waye to the wcaltbe ofa communaltye, 
jf equalitfc of all thinges QxwLd be broughte in and 
ftabljribed. Whyche 1 thinke is not polTible to be 
oUeiued, where euei^e maos gooddes be proper and 
pecnliaie to him felfe. Foe where eaciye man vndet 
certqme tytlcs and pretences draweth and plucketh to 
himfelfe aJinnch as he can. fb that a fewe deuide 
among them felfes all the whole riches, be there neuer 
fo muche abundaunce and (loore, there to the refidewe 
is lefte lacke and pouerti-e. And for the mode pane 
it cbauncetb, that this Utter forte is more worthye lo 
enioye that (late of wealth, then the other be : bycaufe 
the ryche men be couetous, craftye, and vnprofitable, 
On Uic other parte the poore be lowiy, fimple, and hy 
theire daylye laboure more pro6table to the common 
wellhe then to them felfes. Thus I doe fuUye periUade 
me felfe, that no equall and luile diftribution of 
ihinges can be made, nor that perfecle weaithe Oiall 
euer be among men, onles this propriety be exiled 
and bannilhed. But fo long as it (hal contiaew, ^^| 
long Ihal remaine among the mod and befl part of me^| 
the heuy, and ineuitable burden of pouerty and wretch- 
ednes. Whiche. as I graunle that it maye be fumwhat 
eafed, fo I vlterly denye that it can wboly be taker, 
away. For if there were a ftatute made, that no msn 
fliould pofleiTe aboue a cetteine meafure of grounde, 
and that no man Ihoulde haue in his Hocke aboue a 
prefcripte and appointed fome of money ; if it were by 
certein lawes decreed, that neither the Kinge Jhoulde 
be of lo greate power, neither the people to haute and 
wealthy, and that offices Ihoulde not be obteined by 
inordinate fuite, or by br)-bes and g>'ftes : that they 
Ihoulde neither be bought nor fold, nor that it Ihoulde 
be nedefiil for the officers, to be at any coil or charge 
in their offices ; for fo occafion is geuen to theym by 
fraude and rauin to gather vp their money againe, 
and by reafon of giftes and bribes the offices 
be ceuen to rich men, which Ihoulde rather haue bene 
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[executed of wife men : by fiich lawes I (ay, like as 

[iicke bodies that be defperat and pad. cure, be wont 

' with continual good cheriiling to be kept and botched 

irp for a time ; fo thefe euels alfo might be lightened 

and mitigated. But yat thei may be perfectly cured, 

and brought to a good and vpryght (late, it is not to be 

hoped for, whiles euery man is maifler of his owne to 

him felfe. Yea and whyles you gee aboute to doe 

youre cure of one parte, you (hall make bygger the fore 

of an other parte, fo the healpe of one caufeth anothers 

harmer forasmuche as nothinge can be geuen to annye 

one, onles it be taken from an other. 

. But I am of a contrary opinion (quod I) for me think- 

I eth that men fhal neuer there Hue wealthelye, where all 

thinges be commen. For howe can there be abund- 

aunce of gooddes, or of any thing, wliere euery man with- 

draweth his hande from labour ? Wbome the regard of 

his owne gaines driueth not to worke, but the hopie that 

he hath in other mens trauayles maketh him flowthfull. 

Then when they be pricked with pouertye, and yet no 

man can by any lawe or right defend that for his owne, 

which he hathe gotten with the laboure of his owne 

handes, Ihal not there of neceilitie be continual fedition 

and blodefhed? Speciallye the authoritye and reuerence 

\ot magiHrales beinge taken awaye, whiche, what place 

' it roaye haue with fuch men amonge whome is no di(rer- 

cnce, I cannot deuife. 

I maruel not (quod he) that you be of this opinion. 
For you conceaue in youre minde either none at al, 
or els a veryc falfe Image and (imilitude of this tiling. 
But yf you had bene with me in Utopia, and had pre- 
fentelye fene theire (atfhions and lawes, as I dyd, 
whycbe liued there, v. yeares, and moore, and woldc 
neuer haue commen thence, but onlye to make that 
newe lande knowen here : Then doubtles you wolde 
graunt, Ihal you neuer (awe people wel ordered, but 
onlye there. 

Surely (quod maifter Peter) it (halbe harde for you 
,10 make me beleue, that there is better order in that 
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newe lande, then is here in thefe countryes, that we 
knowe. For good wittes be afwel here as there : 
and I thinke oure commen wealthes be auncienter 
than theires : wherin long vfe and experience hath 
found out many thinges commodious for mannes \yfe, , 
befides that manye thinges heare amonge vs haucl 
bene founde by chaunce, which no wytte colde euerl 
haue deuyfed. 

As touchinge the auncientnes (quod he) of com-^ 
mon wealthes, than you might better iudge, if you 
had red the hiflories and cronicles of that land, which 
if we may beleue, cities were there, before men were 
here, Nowe what thinge foeuer hetherto by witte 
hath bene deuifed, or found by chaunce, that mygbt be 
afwel there as here. But I thinke verily, though it^ 
were fo that we did paffe them in witte : yet in (ludy, B 
in trauaile, and in labouri'orae endeuoure they farre 
paffe vs. For (as tbeire Chronicles teflifie) befor*" our 
arriual there, they neuer hard any thing of vs, whonie 
they cal the vltraequinoctialles: fauing that ones about. 
M.CC, [twelvehundredjyearesago.acerteineihyppewas 
loft by the lie of Utopia whiche was driuen thether by 
lempeil. CerteineRomainesandEgyptianswerecailon 
lande. Whydie after that neucr wente thence. Marke 
nowewhatprofite they tookeof this one occafi on through 
delygence and eamefte trauaile. There was no crafte 
nor icyence within the impire of Rome wherof any prof- 
fite could rife, but they either lemed it of thefe llraun- 
gers, or els of them taking occafion to fearche for it, 
founde it oute. So greate proffite was it to them thai 
euer anye wente thyther from hence. But yf amiye 
like chaunce before this hath brought anye man from 
tliente lietber, that is as quyte out of remembraunce. 
as this alfo perchaunce in time to come (halbe forgot- 
ten, that euer I was there. And like as they quickelye, 
almofte at the firfl meting, made theire owne, what 
foeuer is amonge vs wealthelye deuifed : fo I fuppofc 
it wolde be long before we wolde receaue anythinge, 
that amonge them is better infUtuted then amonge vs. 
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And this I fuppofe is the chiefe caufe whie their com- 
mon weahhes be wyfelyer gouemed, and doe llowrirt> 
in more wealthe, then ours, though we neither in wytte 
nor riches be their inferiours. 

Therefore gentle Mailler Raphael {quod I) I praye 
you and befeche you defcribe vnto vs the Ilande. 
And (ludy not to be fliorte : but declare largely in 
order their groundes, their riuers, their cities, theire 
people, tlieire manners, their ordinaunces, their lawes, 
and to be fliort al chinges, tliat you flia! tliinke vs de- 
fjerous to knowe. And you ilia! tJiinke vs defierous 
to know what loeuer we knowe not yet 

There is nothing (quod he) that I wil doe gladlier. 
For all thefe thinges I haue frefhe in mind. But ye 
matter requireth leafure. 

Let vs go in therfore (quod I) to dinner, afienvard 
we wil beRowe the time at our pleafure. 

Content (quod he) be it 

So we went in and dynea. When dinner was done, 
we came into the fame place again, and iate vs downe 
vpon the fame benche, commaunding oure feruauntes 
that no man (hould trouble vs. Then I and Maifler 
Peter Giles defiered maifler Raphael to performe his 
promife. He therefore feing vs defirous and willing to 
hearken to him, when he had fit (lil and paufed a 
litle while, mufmg and bethinkinge himfelfe, thutt he 
began to fpeake. 
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He Iland of Utopia, con- 
teynethein breadthe in 
the middel parte of it 
(for there it is brodefl) 
CC. [two hundred] 
miles. Which bredthe 
continue th lliroughe 
tlie mode parte of the 
lande Sauing that by liUe and litle it commeth in, and 
jvaxeth narrower towardes both the endes. Which fetch- 
ing about a circuite or compafie of V.C. [five hundred] 
Miles, do faflion ye whole Iland like to ye new mone. 
Betwene thefe two comers the fea runneth in, diuid)Tig 
them a fonder by the difUunce. of. xi miles or there 
aboutes, and there furmountethe into a large and wyde 
n-*?'*^ by reafon that the land on euery fide com- 
paiTethe it about, and (hiltreth it from the windes, is not 
roughe, nor mounteth not with great wanes, but aimoft 
Dowf ^"'^"^'y^' ^ot muche vnlike a greate ftandinge 
bellv ' f "1 ""^^'h welnieghe all the fpace within the 
^ye o( the lande in manet of a hauen : and to the 
commoditie of tlie inhabitauntes receaueth in 
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'fhyppes towardes euerye parte of the lande. The 
forefronles or frontiers of the. ii. comers, what with 
Tordes and (helues, and what with rockes be verye 
ieoperdous and daungerous. In the middle dis- 
catince betwene them bothe (latideth vp aboue the 
water a greate rocke, which therfore is nothing perii- 
lous bycaufe it is in fight. Vpon the top Aniacenmi- 
of this rocke is a faire and a ftrong tower Sfe/t'^lT 
builded, which they holde with a garrifon garrison. 
of men. Other rockes there be lyinge hidde vnder the 
water, which therfore be daungerous. The clianoeUea 
be knowen onely to themfelfes. And therfore it feldomc 
chaunceth that anye (Iraunger oneles he be guided by 
an Utopian can come in to this hauen. In fo muche 
tliat they themfelfes could (kafelye entre withoute 
ii'operdie, but that theire way is directed and ruled by 
ceitaine lande markes Handinge on the a politique 
(hore. By luroioge, tranflatinge, and re- ^L^ginj^o' 
mouinge thies markes into other places iandmar£«. 
they maye deflroye theire enemies nauies, be they neuer 
fo many. The out fide or vtter circuite of ye land is 
alfo fill of hauens, but the landing is fo fuerly fenced, 
what by nature, and what by workemanfliyp of mans 
hand, that a fewe defenders maye dryue backe many 
amiies, Howbeit as they faye, and as the faflion of the 
place it felfe dothe partely Ihewe, it was not euer com- 
palTedaboutwith thefea. Bit kyng Utopus, Tbe Uande 
whofe name, as conquerour the Hand bear- ^^^td^^i^g 
eth (For before his tyme ii was called A- Umpui. 
braxa) which aJfo broughte the nide and wild people 
to that excellent perfection in al good faffions, humani- 
lye, and ciuile gentilnes, wherin tliey nowe goe beyond 
aj ye people of the world ; euen at his firde arriuinge 
and enteringe vpon the lande, furthwith obteynynge the 
victory, caufed. xv. [fifteen] mylcs fpace of vplandyfhe 
grounde, where the fca had no paflage, to be cut and 
dygged vp. 
And fo brought the fea rounde aboute the lande. He 

,fet to this worke not only the inhabitauntes of the 
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TUmde (becanfe ifiey (hoiild not thinke it done in con- 
tuKuiaaia ^""^'x^ ^^^ dcfpytc) but alfo ail his owne 
iSe^i toldioure. Thus the worke be>-ng diuided 
■""** into fo greate a numbre of workemen, was 

with cxcedinge maruelous fpcde dyfpatched. In fo 
muche that the borderere, whiche at the firile began to 
mocke, and to iefle at this vaine enterpryfe, then turned 
theire dcrifion to manieyle at the fucctlTe, and to feare. 
ciriesinUlo- Therebeioths Ilande, liiiL [fifty four] large 
f^ and faire cities, or lliiere townes, agreyng all 

tof^etber in one tonge, in lyke maners, inllitudons, and 
lawes. They be all fet and fituate a lyke, 
and inal poyntesfalhioned alyke,asfarforthe 
as the place or plotte fufferethe. ^m 

Of thefe cities they that be nighefte tf^ 
getherbe, xxiiii. [twentyfourjmylesafonder. 
Againe there is none of them diflaunte from 
the nexte aboue one dayes iomeyeye a fote. There com 
yearly to Amaurote out of euery cytie. iii old men wyfe 
and well experienced, there to entreate and debate, of 
the common mattets of the land. For this citie (be- 
OBufe it (landeth iulle in the middes of the Ilande, and 
is therefore mofte mete for the ambaffadours of ail 
partes of the realme) is taken for the chiefe and heade 
citye. The precinctes and boundes of the fhieres be fo 
Thodistrii.u- commodioudye appoynted oute, and fel 
lion of fandeii. fourthe for the cities, that none of them all 
hatheof3nyefyde]enethenxx.[nTenty]mylesofgrounde, 
and of fome fyde alfo muche more, as of that part where 
Boiiiiiiiiow the cities be of farther dillaunce afonder. 
mdaiesiitho None of the cities defire to enlaree the 

eroundeoraJl ,,■- ^ , - ^ - ■■-. 

Huschtife. boundes and hmites of theire lliieres. For 
they counte them felfes rather the good hulbandes, then 

the owners of theire landes. They haue in 
"b^i.^^fl?"'' *^ countrey in all partes of the (hiere 
Kid piincLpsUy houfcs Or feimes builded, wel appointed 
J^nccd!"" anil fijmylhed wjtli all lortes of inftnimente'^ 

and tooles belongynge to liufbandrye. 
Thefe houfes be inhabited of the citezens. whyche come 
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^flhetner to dwells by courie. No hoivfholde or ferme in 
the coimtreyhath fewer then. xl. [forty] penones men and 
women, befydes two liondmen, whyche be all vnder the 
rule and order of the good man, and the good wyfe of 
the houfe, beinge bothe verye fage, difcrete, and aun- 
cienteperfones. Ande\;eTj'.xxx. [thirty] fermesorfamilies 
^ haue one heade ruler, wliyche is called a Philarche, 
Bbeing as it were a head baylyffe. Out of euery one of 
^thefe families or femes commeth euerye yeare into the 
citie, sx. [twenty] periones whiche haue continewed. ij. 
yeres before in the coiintreye. In theire place fo manye 
freflie be fent ihether oute of the citip, whoe, of them 
that haue bene there a yeare all readye, and be there- 
fore expert and conninge in liufbandry, fhalbe inllructed 
and taughte. And they the nexte yeare (hall teache 
other. This order is vfed for feare that either (karfenes 
of victualles. or fome other like incommoditie fliould 
chaunce, throughe lacke of knowledge: yf they fhould 
be altogether newe, and frefbe, and vnesperte in hus- 
' bandiie. This maner and fanion of yearelye cbaung- 
^■inge and renev^inge the occupiers of bufbandrye, though 
Wit befolempneandcuflomablyevfed, to th[e] intent that 
no man Ihall be conftrayned againfte his wil to con- 
tynewe loogc in that harde and (harpe kynde of lyfe, 
yet manye of them haue fuche a pleafure and dely te in 
hufljandrye, that theyobteyne a longer Ipace of yeares. 
Thefe hufbandmen ploweand til the ground, ^^^ dMti«o( 
and breede vp cattel, and prouidc and make mtnofhuiban- 
ready woode, whyche they carryfe to the '^^' 
citie either by lande, or by water, as they maye mofle 
conuenyently. They brynge vp a greate multitude of 
pulleyne, and tJial by a meruayloufe policye. For the 
hennesdooe not fytte vpon the egges : but by a suaujifo 
keepynge theym in a certayne equal! heate '"^ion in im- 

1. 1. I J -. .L Ji...i_ chingtond 

ihey brynge lyfe mto them, and hatche bringing vp 
theym. Thechykens.affoncastheybecome "'e^^'y'- 
oule of the fhel, follow men and women in ileade of 
Ihe hennes. They brynge vp veiye fewe Thentrf 
^—borfes: nor none, but very fearce ones: '""*«*• 
^und that for none other vfe or purpofe, but onlye to 
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f dteire youthe in lydynge and feates of annes. 

For oxen be put to ^1 the laboure of plow- 

yng and drawinge. Whiche they graunte 
«4i be not fo good as horfes at a fodeyne brunte, and 
\at( we tiye) at a deade hfte, but yet they holde opinion, 
MM uxcD wil abide and fufire muche more laboure, 
jM)rae and hardnes, then hoifes wil. And they thinke 
tbtat oseo be not in daitnger and fubiect vnto fo many 
<ttfeities, and that they be kepte and mainteined with 
BMKbe leffe coile and charge: and finallye that they be 
good for raeate, when they be pad laboure. They fowe 
B_ ^ jj ■ . come onelye for breade. For their drinke 

IS eyther wyne made ot grapes, ot els oi 
apples, or peares, or els it is cleare water. And 
many times meathe made of honey or bcoureffe^ 
i6dde[D] in water, for thereof they haue great (lore. Anijfl 
though they knowe certeynlie (for they knowe it per-^^ 
fectly in dede) how muche vitailes the citie wyth the 
whole countreye or Ihiere rounde aboute it doeth 
* idiscre- fps^tJ^^ Yet they fowe muche more come, 
iiaii to lowiig and bryed vp mucbe more cattell, then 
of carat. feruethfor theirowne vfe, partynge the ouer 

plus among their borderers. What foeuer oeceffarie 
thinges be lacking in the countrey, all fuche fluife they 
fetch out of the citie : where without any excbaunge 
they eafelye obteyne it of the magiflrates of the citie. 
For euery moneth manie of thera go into the citie on 
the holye daye. When theyr harueft day draweth 
neare, and is at hande, then the Philarches, which 
be the head officers and bailifes of hulbandrie, fend 
Muimiheino worde to the magiilrates of the citie what 
mikiieiy diajHi- numbre of hanieft men is nedefull to 
''"'^ be fent to them oute of the citie. 

whiche companye of harued men 

beynge ready e at the daye 

appoynted, almoft in one 

fayre daye difpacheth 

all the harueft 

woorke. 



The 



of Klopfa. 



T7 




0f tf)t cities 

anD namelp of dmaurote. 

S for their cities, who fo knowelh one of tliem, 
knoweth them all : they be al fo hke one 
to an other, as farfurthe as the nature of 
the place permitteth. I will defcribe 
therefore to you one or other of them, for 
it fkilleth not greatly which : but which rather then 
Amaurote ? Of them all this is the worthiefl and of 
moil dignitie. For the refideu knowledge it for the 
head citie, because there is the counfell houfe. Nor 
to me anye of them all is better beloued, as wherein I 
liued fiue whole yeares together. The The descrip- 
citie of Amaurote ilandeth vpon the fide rimorAmau- 
of a lowe hill in faHiyon almofl. foure quVinUio" 
fquare. For the breadth of it beginneth p"^ 
a litle beneth the toppe of the hill, and flill conlinuetii 
by ye fpace of two miles, vntill it come to the ryuer of 
Anyder. The length of it, which lieth by the ryuera 
fyde, is fumwhat more. The riuer of Any- -j^^ a^idip- 
der rifeth four and twentie myles aboue lionotihenuer 
Amaurote out of a little fpringe. But °^^^"- 
beynge increafed by other fmale riuers and broukes 
that runne into it, and anionge other two fumwhat 
bygge ons, before the citie it is half a mile broade, 
and farther broader. And fortie myles beyond the 
citie it falleth into the Ocean fea. By all that fpace 
that liethe betwene the fea and the citie, and cer- 
ten myles alfo aboue the citie the water ebbeth and 
floweth fixe houres together with a fwift tide. Whan 
the fea floweth in, for the length of thirtie 
miles it filleth all the Anyder with falte h^'ln^nd i» 
water, and driuelh backe the freilie water ^' """ "' 
of the ryuer. And fumwhat further it 
chaungeth the fwetenes of the frefhe water with faltnes. 
But a litle beyonde that the riuer waseth fwete, and 
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runneth ioreby the citie freflie and pleafaunt And 
when the fea ebheth, and goeth baclce againe, the freihe 
water foloweth it almoofle euen to the verie lal into the 
fea. Ther goelh a bridge ouer the riuer 
made not of piles or of timber, but of 
ftonewajke with gorgious and fubflancial 
arches at that part of the citie that is far- 
theft from the fea : to the intent that fliippes maye 
palfe alonge forbie all the fide of tlie citie without let 
They haue alfo an other riuer which in dede is not verie 
great. But it runneth gentely and pleafauntly. For 
it rifeth euen oute of the fame hill that the citie lland- 
eth vpon, and runneth downe a flope tlirough th^H 
middes of the citie into Anyder. And becaufe t^| 
rifeth a litle withoute the cilie, the Amaurotians haue 
inclofed the head fpringe of it, with ftronge fences and 
bulwarkes, and fo haue ioyiied it to the citie. This is 
done to the intente that the water flioulde not be 
Thf vie of ftopped nor turned away, or poyfoned, il 
frciic *»!«■, their enemies fliould chaunce to come vpon 
them. From thence the water is deriued and conueied 
downe in cannels oi bricke diuers wayes into the lowe 
partes of the citie. Where that cannot be done, 
reafon that tlie place wyll not fuffer it, there they ;_ 
ther ye raJne water in great ciflernes, whiche doeCh 
The dertnce of them as good fctuice. The citie is com- 
lownewaiiH, paired aboute with a heighe and thicke 
ilone walle full of turrettes and bulwarkes. A drieH 
diche, but deape, and brode, and ouergrowen wit^| 
bufhes, briers, and thomes, goeth aboute thre fides or 
quarters of the city. To the fourth fide the riuer it 
felfe ferueth for a dJtche. The (Iretes be 
appointed and fet furth very commodious 
and handfome, both for carriage, and alfo againfle the 
Bialdinse' ™d witides. The houfes be of faire and gor- 
i""** gious building, and on the ftrete fide they 

ftande ioyned together in a long rowe through the 
whole (Ireate without any partition or feparation. Tlie 
ftretes be twentie foote brode. On the backe fide of , 
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: homes through the whole length oi' the 

(Ireete, lye large gardens incloted rounde Lng'h^eT' ' 
aboute w'yth the backe part of the Hreetes. f^'^^^'^j'" 
Etierye houfe hathe two doores, one into 
the ftreete, and a pofteme doore on the backfyde into 
the garden. Thefe doores be made with two leaues, 
neuer locked nor bolted, fo eafie to be opened, that 
they wil followe the leall drawing of a fynger, and 
Ihutte againe alone. Whofo wdl, may go in, Tor there 
is nothinge within the houfes that is pri- 
uate, or anie mans owne. And euery tenth i,mcii?""pb. 
yeare they chaunge their houfes by lot. 'oin^toin- 
Thejr fet great flore by iheir gardeins. In """' '' 
them they haue vineyardes, all maner of fruite, herbes, 
and flowres, fo pleafaunt, fo well fumilhed, and fo 
fynely kepte, that I neuer tawe thynge more frutc- 
fiill. nor belter trimmed in anye place. 
Theirdudie and deligence herein commeth 3uf=™r=rf^n, 
not onely of pleafure, but alfo of a certen 2i""fv''J^ 
(Irife and contention that is betwene flrete '"' "■ 
anddrete, concerning thetrimming,hufbanding,and fur- 
niflhingof their gardens : euerye man for his owne parte. 
And verelye you fhall not lightelye finde in all tlie citie 
anye thinge, that is morecommodious,eytherfor the pro- 
file of the Citizens, or for pleafure. And therfore it maye 
Ifeme that the firfl founder of the citie mynded nothing 
ffo much, as thefe gardens. For they faye that kinge 
Utopus him felfe, euen at the firil beginning appointed, 
and drewe furth the platte fourrae of the citie into this 
fafhion and figure that it hath nowe, but the gallant ga.r- 
nifhinge, and the beautifull fettinge fiirth of it, wheninto 
he fawe that one mannes age would not fuffice : that he 
left to his poileritie. For their cronicles, whiche they 
Icepe written with all deligenle circumfpection, contein- 
ynge the hiftorie of. M. vii. C. bt. [one thoufand fevcn 
hundred and fixtyl yeares, euen from the lirfle ron- 
»)ueft of the Ilande, recorde and witneffe that the 
Jioufes in the beginning were very low, and Uke homely 
«otages or poore fheppard houfes, made at all aduen- 
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tures of euerye rude pece of tymber, that came firUe to 
hande, with mudde walles, and ridged rooffes, thatched 
oner with Ilrawe. But nowe the houfes be curiouilye 
buylded after a gorgious and gallante forte, with, three 
(loryes one ouer another. The outfides of the walles 
be made either of harde 9)Tite, or of plaller, or els of 
bricke, and the inner fydes be well llrengthened with 
tymber work. The roofes be plaine and flat, couered 
with a certen kinde of plafter that is of no colle, and 
yet fo tempered that no fyre can hurt or pertflie ic, 
and withllandeth the violence of the wether better 
„, . then any leade. They kepe the winde 

uascd win- oute of thciF windowcs With glalle, lor 
dc«e>. jj jg ^g^ much vfed, and fomhere alfo 

with fine linnen cloth dipped in oyle or am- 
bre, and that for two commodities. 
For by thys meanes more 
lighte commeth in, and 
the winde is better 
kepte ouEe. 

C ©f tfte magistrates. 




Verye thirtie families or fenties, chuefe ' 
yerely an officer, which in their olde lan- 
guage is called the Syphograunte, and by 
a newer name the Philarche. Euery ten 
Syphograuntes, with al their thirtie families 
A tranibore In ^^ vndef an ofRcer which was ones called 
ihc triopiane the Traniborc, nowe the chiefe Philarche. 
L°hc'd'S"S Moreouer as conceminge the election of 
pscre. the Prince, all the Syphograuntes, which 

be in number, zoo. firll be fwome to chuefe, him 
Amimnioui whom they thinkc mooile mete and ex- 
.ntungc fassi- pediente. Then by a fecrete election, they 

on in chuiinge f- - - - ' ... , ' t/ 

Biagtsiiaiej. name prince one of thole, luj. wnome tW 
people before named vnCo them. For oute of the. ii^ 
quarters of the citie there be. iiij chofen, oute 
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eueiy quarter one, to llande for the election : Whiche 
be put vp to the counfell. The princes Tyrannyma 
office coot inn eth all his life tyme, oneles wci ordered 
he be depofed or put downe for fufpition of merUifui 'Se ^ 
tirannie. They chuefe the Tranibores "t'lurred. 
yearly, but lightlie they chaunge them not. All the 
other oihcers be but for one yeare. 'I'he Trani- 
bores euerye thyrde daye, and fumtimes, yf nede be. 
oftener come into the coiinfell houfe with the prince. 
Tlieir counfell is conceminge the common guto and con 
wealthe. If there be any controueriies """"''" ^- ^ 
amonge the commoners, whiclie be verye panic f.irUi- 
fewe, they difpatch and ende them by and f^X^Z- 
by. They lake euer. ij. Siphograuntes »daicsof as=r 
to them in connfel, and euen dai a new tcaionabiy dc- 
coupel. And it is prouided, that nothinge '""'■ 
touchinge the common wealthe (halbe confirmed and 
ratified, onlefle it haue bene reafoned of 
and debated thre daies in the counfell, be- a^^ha^!^ 
fore it be decreed. It is deathe to haue j^' ■"■ ^'^"'■ 
anye confultation for the common wealthe 
oute of the counfell, or the place of the common 
election. This (latute, they faye, was made to the en- 
tente, that the prince and Tranibores might not eafilye 
confpire together to opprelTe the people by tyrannic, 
and to chaunge the (late of the weale pubJik. Ther- 
fore matters of great weight and importance be broughte 
to the election iionfe of the Siphograuntes, which open 
the matter to their families. And aftetwarde, when 
they haue confulted amonge themfelues, they fliew 
their deuife to the counfell. Somtime the matter is 
broughte before the counfel of the whole 
Ilande. Furthermore this cuflome alio the 
counfel vfeth, to difpute orreafonof no mat- 
ter the fame (laye that it is firile propofed or 
put furthe, but to defferre it to the nexte 
fyttinge of the counfell. Becaufe that no 
he hath raihely there fpoken that comraeth to his 
tonges ende, (hall then afterwaide rather (ludye for 
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,M)jandne is J Science commc 

!o them aii ingenerall, both« 

men and wometi. wherein 

thev be all experte and cxm- 

«=-«--i ■ >■" ■■■ ^ j^ jjj^ they be^l 

■nnnicte cuen iVouj their youth: partelie in their 

(choles with traditions and preceptes, and parthe in 

the countrcy nigbe the citie, brought vp as it '^'^^ '", 

«€««.««- t*'=^yinge, not onely beholding the ^® .** 

:C;i:,T ^,. ". tut by occaCon of exercifmg ^^^'f^^^'^ 

~.A h, -a* nraciifing it alio. Befides hu(ban<lrie, 

:';r;«-rS,V"^ *hiche fas I iaide) is common to the"\^"; 

•T-Cl^rr f "^'ye one of them leame.h one or other 

.«-«d«n- leuei-al and pamoilar icience. ps "^ "" , 

*""•■'"■'"•- proper crafte. That is moa commonly 

eillicr dothworking in wo\ or flaxe. or '"afonne, or 

tf.«(huthes craft, or the carpmerslcience. ^"^'^^"^"f 

none other occupation tW am number to fpeake oi 

doth vfr t)ic-re. For thX !^en^s which tl-rougb- 

*-.,tr«,„.„. uoie all vv^^ nrle of one fafhion. 

7-" (fa.vng. S^VStl' J«-ce bet>ve^« 

thp man« garmcnte ^^ . \mi.iis betwene tlie 

«.«ri«i .nd^c vnS^^i ^^\SoS co.«nueth for 
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euermore rachaunged, femely and comelie to the eye, 
no lette to tlie raouynge and weldynge of the bodyc, 
alfo fytte both for wynter and fummer : as for thefe 
garmentes (I feye) euery familie maketh their owne. 
But of the Qther forefaide craftes euerye „ -- - 
inan learaeth one. And not onelythemen, wiUiout » sd- 
but alfo the women. But the women, as °''"" 
the weakec fort, be put to the eafier craftes : as to 
worke wolle and flaxe. The more laborfome fciences 
be coramitted to the men. For the mooile part 
euery man is broiighte vp in his fathers -CDwhaiocu- 
crafl?. For moile commonlye they be na- patian euery- 
lurallie therto bente and inclined. But yf a u^1ncii"S"^ 
mans minde flande to anye other, he is by f^^ '''"' 
adoption put into a familye of that occupa- ™°^ 
lion, which he cloth mofl fantafy. Whome not onely 
his father, but alfo the raagiflrates do diligently loke to, 
that he be put to a difcrete and an honefl houfeholder. 
Yea, and if anye perfon, when he hath learned one 
crafie, be defierous to leame alfo another, he is likewyfe 
fuffred and permitted. 

When he halhe learned bothe, he occupieth whether 
be wyll ; oneleli'e the citie hatie more neade of the one, 
then of the other. The chiefe and almoolle the onelye 
offyce of the Syphograuntea is, to fee and take hede, 
that no manne fit idle : but thai euerye one 
applye hys owne craft with eameft dili- "bLSJi^j. 
gence. And yet for ail that, not to be ?(^V'°^*"''''"' 
wearied from earlie in the mominge, to late 
in the eutfininge, with continuall worke, like labouringe 
and toyUnge bealles. 

Forihis is worfe then the miferable and wretched 

condition of booderocn. Whicheneuertheles is almoolle 

<uerye where the lyfe of workeroen and artificers, fauing 

•n Utopia. For ihcy diuidynge the daye and the nyghte 

■nto xxiiiL iulle houres, appointeand alTigne Amadenuim 

nelye fixe of thofe houres to woorke before j^d'^^j^^ 

^one, vpon the whiche they go flrcighte to "ificers, 

i*ier: and afterdiner.whentheyhauerefted two houres. 
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then they worke iii. houres and vpon that they go to fiip 
per. Aboute eyghte of the cloke in the eueninge (coun- 
tioge one of the clocke at the (irile houre after noone) 
they go to bedde : eyght houres they geue to flepe. 
Ail the voide time, that is betwene the houres of worke, 
flepe, and meate, that theybefufferedlobetlowe, euery 
man as he liketh befl hira felfe. Not to th[el intent thai 
they fhold mifpend this time in note or flouthfubes: 
but beynge then licenfed from the laboure of their 
owne occupations, to bellow the time well and thrifte- 
lye vpon fome other fcience, as fhall pleafe them. For 
it is a folerapne cuflome there, to liaue lectures daylye 
early in the morning, where to be prefente they onely 
be conflrained that be naraelye chofenand appoynted to 
Thcsradieof leaminge. Howbeit a greate multitude of 
good liiMaturo. euery fort of people, both men and women 
go to heare lectures, fome one and fome an other, as 
euerye mans nature is inclined. Yet, this notwith' 
(landing, if any man had rather beftowe this time vpon 
his owne occupation, (as it chaunccth in manye, whofe ^ 
mindes rife not in the contemplation of any fdenceH 
liberall) he is not letted, nor prohibited, but is a!fo ™ 
prayfed and commended, as profitable to the common 
PiayingaiKr weaithc. Afler fupper they bellow one 
■upper, houre in playe; infummerin their gardens: 

inmnterin theircommen halles: where they dine and 
fuppe. There they exercife themfelues in muiike, or 
els in honed and wholfome communication. Dice- 
playe,andfuche other folifhe and pernicious games ihey 
know not But they vfe ij. games not much 
|S'a''diVw vnlike the cheffe. The one is the battel! 
is iht pasLrnc q{ oumbers, wherein one numbre llealethe 
o pnncBB. a^yayg another. The other is whenn vices 
fyghle with vertues, as it were in battel array, or a fet 
Plaia ot pi- fy'*^- ^^ '^^ which game is verye properlye 
act nils pro- fliewed, both the llriffe and difcorde that 
" '* vices haue amonge themfelfes, and agayne 

theire vnitye and concorde againlle vertues i And 
*iro what vices be repugnaunt to what vertues : ^ 
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with what powre and (Irength they affaile them open- 
lye : by what wieles and fubtelty they aflaulte Ihem 
fecretelye: with what helpe and aide the vertues relifle, 
and ouercome the puilTaimce of tlie vices : by what 
craft they fiuftrate iheir purpofes : and finally by what 
fleight or meanes Uie one getteth the victory. But 
here leafl you be deceaued, one thinge you mulle looke 
more narrowly vpon. For feinge theybeftowe but, vi. 
houres in woorke, perchaunce you maye thinke that the 
lacke of fome necelTarye thiages hereof maye enfewe. 
But this is nothinge fo. For that fraal time is not 
only enough but alfo to muche for the (loore and 
abundaunce of all Ihinges, tJiat be requifite, either for 
the neceflitie, or commoditie of life. The which 
thinge you a!fo Ihal! perceaue, if you weye .^^ i,™im 
and confider with your felfes how great a "nd kdiih of 
parte of the people in other contreis lyueth ^'' '*'''''=■ 
^dlc. Fird almofl all women, whyche be the halfe of 
..'ihewiiolenumbre ; or els if the women be y. 
foraewhere occupied, there mofl common- 
lye in their l^eade the men be ydle. Befydes this how 
greate,andhowyd]ea companye is there of preyAes,and 
relygiousmen,astheycalthem?putthereto PiicsiM and 
al rvche men, fpeciallve all landed men, "I'?""' ■"'"■ 
which comonlye be called gentilmen, and Uuidcdnjen. 
noblemen. Takeinto this numbre alfo theireferuauntes: 
I roeane all that flocke of ftoute bragging g^^ 
rufihe buckleri loyne to them alfo lliirdy 
and valiaunte beggers, clokinge their idle lyfe vnder 
thecoloureoffomedifeafeorfickenes. And stuidyand 
tiulye you flia! find them much fewer then T^""' 
you thought, by whofe labour all thefe ^^"''' 
Ihinges are wrought, that in mens affaires are now 
daylyc vfed and frequented. Nowe confyder with youre 
felfe, of thefe fewe that doe woorke, how Wondcrfuii 
fcwe be occupied, in necelfarye woorkes. *"«'i'»P''iitiL 
For where money beareth all the fwinge, there many 
vayne and fuperiluous occupations muft nedes be vfed, 
CO fenie only for rj*otous fuperfluite, and i-nhoneft 
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pleafure. For the lame multitude that now- is occu- 
pied in woork, if they were deuidtd into fo fewc occu- 
pations as the necel&iye vfe of n<.iuje requyrelh ; in 
fo greate plcnlye of ihinges as then ui ueceflity woulde 
enfue, doublles the prices wolde be to lytle for the 
artifycere to mayBteyne theire iiuinges. But yf all thefe 
that be nowe bufied about vnprofitable occupations, 
vrith all the whole flocke of them that lyue ydellye and 
flouthfullye, whyche confume and walle euerye one of 
them more of thefe thinges thai come by other mens 
laboure, then. ij. of the workemen themfel'fes doo; yf all 
, thefe (I laye) were fette to profytable occupatyons : 
\ you eafelye perceaue howe lytle tym e would be enought, 
■ , yea and to muche to floore vs with all thinges that tnaye 
be requilite either for neceffttie, or for commoditye, 
yea or for pteafure, fo that the feme pleafure be trewi> 
and natural. And this in Utopia the thinge it felfe 
makedie manifeile and playne. For there in all tJie 
citye, with the whole contreye. or (hiere adioyning to 
it fcafelye. 500. perfons of al ye whole numbre of men 
and women, that be neither to olde, nor to weake to fl 
fforke, be licenfed and difchai^ed from laboure. A- ™ 

monge them be the Siphograuntes (whoe 
as''d«^^-' thoughe they be by the lawes exempte and 
miaUue priuilegedfromlabour)yetthey exempte not 
themfelfes : to the intent that they may the 
rather by theii' example prouoke other to worke. The 
tame vacation from labour do they alfo enioye, to whome 
the people perfuaded by the commendation of the 
priefl.es, and fecrete election of the Siphograuntes, haue 
geuen a perpetual licence from laboure to leaminge. 
But if any one of them proue not accordinge to the 
expectation and hoope of him conceaued, he is forth- 
with plucked backe to the company of artificers. And 
contrarye wife, often it chaunceth that a handicraftes 
man doth fo eamelljy beftowe his vacaimte and fpare 
lioures in leaminge, and throughe diligence fo profytelli 
therin, that he is taken from his handy occupation, and 
promoted to the company of the learned. Oute of this 
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onlre of the learned be chofen anibafla- 
dours, priedes, Tranibores, and finallye the 
prince him felfe. \Vhome they in theire olde 
tonge cai Barzanes, and by a newer name, Adanaus. 
The refidewe of the people being neither ydle, nor yet 
occupied about vnprolitable exerciles, it may be eafely 
iudged in how fewe houres how muche good woorke 
by chem may be doone and difpatched, towardes thofe 
ihinges vat I haue fpoken of. This commodity they 
haue aifo aboue other, yat inthe mofl part of necelfarye 
occupations they neade not fo much work, as other 
nations doe. For firil ofal! ye buildinge or „ 
repwyringe of houfes a(keib euerye where «c^mrcMi 
fo manye mens continual labour, bicaufe yat "■ '""'''^e- 
the vnthrifty heire fuffereih ye houfes that his father 
buylded in contyneuaunce of tjTne to fall in decay. So 
that which he myghte haue vpholden wyth lytic code, 
hys fucceflbure is conftreyned to buylde it agayne a 
newe, to his great charge. Yea nianye tyraes alfo the 
howfe that lloode one man in muche moneye, another 
is of fo nyce and foo delycate a mynde, that he fettethe 
nolhinge by it. And it beynge neglected, and there- 
fore (hortelye fallynge into ruyne, he buyldethe vppe 
another in an other place with no leffe colle and 
chardge. But amonge the Utopians, where .ill thinges 
be fett in a good ordre, and the common wealthe in a 
good (laye, it very feldom chaunceth, that they cheufe 
4 newe piotte to buyld an houfe vpon. Antl they doo 
not only finde fpedy and quicke remedies for prefent 
faultes; but alfo preuente them that be like to fall. And 
by this meanes their houfes continewe and laile very 
longe wilh litle labour and fmal reparations : In fo much 
that this kind of woorkmen fomtimes haue almoU noth- 
Inge to doo. But that they be commaunded to hewe 
timbre at home, and to fquare and trimme vp ftones, 
to the intente that if anye woorke chaunce, it may the 
fpedelier rife. Now Syr in theire appatell, „ . 
maike (1 piaye you) howe few woorkmen lUc chtits \» 
ihcyncade. Fyrileofah whyK's they beat ""P"™' 
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A» for Ae (■ilin.li. <v faoKJfe <^ je Andc, ifaat »' 
eo Ctti0e paftd fcc Aad Am a libe caafe ■h eri bre 
ia otiMT pbca.BB. or v doAe gowacs of dynos cul- 
oorOiUKl as maaftSBx coeftts be sotcnoi^he 
ooc nan. Yea and jf be be of Ac ddkatc and 
fortcx. [teii]be toieac: WKTcastliCTeoaegaiiiiciii 
feme a nan mooAe con>nKQ!7>e^ ^. jwates. Foe vbie 
Ihoukte he defyrc moo? idogt yf be had tliefn, be 
(hodd not be the beoer hapte or cooeied from colde, 
ncilber in hii apparel anye iriutte the ctXBtyer. 
Wherdbre, feinge they be aU exeicTfed in pro6.tib1e 
OCCUpatioria, and that fewe anificen in the bme craftes 
be foffidcntc, this is the caute thai plent}-e of all thbges 
bcinge among them, tbey doolbmetymes biinge fonhe 
>n innumerable corapanye of people to amend the 
byghc Hrayef, yf anye be brol^en. Many times alfo, 
when they haue no fuche woorke to be occupied 
nhocite, Ml open proclamation is made, that they (ball 
bcflone fewer hourcs in worlte. For the magillrates 
doc not cxcrrife thelre citizens agalnde tfaeire willes in 
vnncadcfiill lalioiites- For whie in the inilitution of 
thai wcftle [itiblique, this ende is onelye and chiefely 

Creicndcd ftnd mynded. that what time maye poffibly 
e fparcd from the necefl'arye occupacions and af&yres 
of llic ronimcn wealth, all yat the citizeins flioulde with- 
•Imwc fmm llie tiodcly feniice to the free Lbertye of 
the Riindc, and firiniiffhinge of the fame. For hereia 
ihcy fuppofe the felicityc of 
this liffe to confide. 
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C 0t ftfeive Iititngc anti mutual 

conucc^atton together. 

U nowe wil I declare how the citizens vfe 
ihem felfea one towardes another: what 
familiar occupieng and enterteynement, 
there is amonge the people, and what fas- 
fion they vfe in the did.ribation of euery 
flhing. Firfte the ci^ confifteth of families, the fami- 
lies mod conunonlye be made of kinredes. For the 
women, when they be raaryed at a lawefuU age, they goo 
into theire hulbandes hoiifes. But the male children, 
with al the whole male offpringe continewe Hill in their 
owne family and be gouemed of the eldefl and aun- 
cientdl father, onles he dote for age: for Chen the next 
to him in age, is placed in his rowme. But to The immhro 
t]i[e]intentyeprefcriptnumberofthecitezens "fciti'eiis. 
(lioulde neither decreafe. nor aboue meafure increafe, it 
is ordeined that no familie which in euery citie be. vi. 
thoofand in the whole, befydes them of the contrey, 
(hall at ones haue fewer children of the age of xiiii, 
yeares or there about then. x. or mo then. xvi. for of 
children vnder this age no numbre can be prefcribed 
or £q>pointed. This meafure or numbre is eafely ob- 
fenied and kept, by putting them that in ftiller 
families be aboue the number into families of fmal- 
ier increafe. But if chaunce be that in ye whole citie 
the ftoore increafe aboue the iufl number, therewith 
they fil vp ye lacke of other cities. But if fo 
be yat (he multitude throughout the whole Ilande 
jiaffe and excede the dewe number, then tliey chuefe 
out of euery citie certein citezens, and build vp a towne 
voder their owne lawes in the next land where the in- 
habitauntes haue muche walle and vnoccupied ground, 
receauing alfo of the fame countrey people to them, if 
they wil ioyne and dwel with them. They thus ioyning 
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and dwelling together do eafelye agre in one fafiion 
lining, and tliat to the great wealth of both the peoples. 
For they fo bringe the matter about by theire lawes, that 
the ground which before was neither good nor profitable 
for the one nor for the other, is nowe fufficiente and 
fruteful enoughe for them both. But if the inhabil- 
auntes of that lande wyl not dwell with them to be 
ordered by their lawes, then they dryue them out of 
Ihofe boundes which they haue limited, and apointed 
out for them felues. And if they refiile and rebel, then 
they make warre agaynft them. For they counte this 
tiie mofle iulle caufe of warre, when anye people hold- 
ethe a piece of grounde voyde and vacaunt to no good 
nor profitable vfe, kepyng other fi-om the vfe and pof- 
feflion of it, whiche notwilhflandyng by the lawe 
nature ought thereof to be nouryfhed and relieued. 
anye chaunce do fo mut'-e diminiihe the niunber of any 
of theire cities, that it cannot be fylled vp agayne, witho 
the diminifliynge of the luft numbre of the other cyti 
(whiche they fay chaunced but twyfe fynce the begi 
nyng of the lande throughe a greate peflilente plage) 
then they fulfyll and make vp the numbre with cytezens 
fetched out of theu'e owne forreyne townes, for they 
had rather fuffer theire forreyne townes to decaye 
and peryfhe, then any cytie of theire owne Ilande to be 
diminifhed- But nowe agayne to the conuerfation of 
the cytezens amonge themfelfes. The eld- 
efle (as I fayde) ruletbe the familye. The 
wyfes bee miniflers to theire hufbandes, the 
children to theire parentes, and to bee 
fhorte the yonger to theire elders. Euery 
Cytie is deuided into foure equall partes or quarters. 
In the myddes of euery quarter there is a market place 
of all maner of thinges. Thether the workes of euery 
Tamilie be brought into certeyne houfes. And euerye 
Itynde of thing is layde vp feuerall in bemes or (lore 
houfes. From hence the father of euerye familye, or 
euery houfholder fetchethe whatfoeuer he and his haue 
neade of, and carieth it away with him without money. 
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Hnthout exchaunge, without any gage, pawne, or pledge. 
For whye (houlde any thing be denyed vnto him? feynge 
there is abundaunce of all thinges, and that it is not tc 
bee feared, lefle anye man wyll afke more then he 
neadeth. For whie fhould it be thotigbte that that man 
woulde afl^e more then anough, which is fewer neuer 
to lacke P Certeynely in all kyndes of lyu- j^^ ^^^ ^^ 
inge creatures either feare of lacke dothe coucicman^ 
caiife couetoufnes and rauyne, or in man =""""'"■ 
only pryde, which counteth it a glorious thinge to pafTe 
and excel other in the fuperfluous and vayne otlentaiion 
of ttuDges. The whyche kynde of vice amonge the 
Utopians can haue no place. Nexte to the market 
places that I fpake of, Hands meate markettes : whe- 
ther be broTight not only all fortes of herbes, and the 
fruiles of trees, with breade, but alfo fifiie, and all 
maner of. iiii. footed beaftcs, and wilde foule that he 
mans meate. But firft the fylchynes and ordure therof 
is dene waflied awaye in the renninge ryuer without the 
tie in places appoynied mete for the fame puipofe. 
om thence the bealles be brought in kylled, and 
Icane wafflied by the handes of theire bondemen For 
liey pcnnitle not iheir frie citezens to accuflome them 
felfes to the killing of bealles, tlirough the vfe whereof 
they ihinke, clemencye the gentelelle affec- or iiie siaujih- 
tion of cure nature by lytle and lytle to '" °' 1k:.-.i« 
decaye and perj'Uie. Neither they funer ncdmBnstiugh. 
anye ihtnge that is fyllhye, lothefom, or "■■ 
vnclenlye, to be broughte into the cytic, leafl the ayre 
bythe llenche therofinfectedand corrupte, p^m, .^ ^r- 
Ihoulde caufe peililente difeafes. More- du'= bring iho 

n V . .1 .1 I n fee lion of po- 

ouer euerye llrete hath certeyne great large niiaiM inii> 
halles fett in equal didaunce one from an- Cyb«. 
other, euerye one knowen by a feueraU name. In thefe 
halles dwell the Syphograuntes. And to euerye one of 
thefaineha]lesbeapoynted.KJtx.[thirty]farailiea,on either 
fide. XV [fifteen] The (lewardes of euerye hallealaccr- 
tayne houre come in to the meale markettes, where they 
rereyue meate accordingc to the number of their halles. 
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Care dLiiwiKe ^^^ ^'^ ^"'^ chieflie of all refpect is had 
andanendanco to the fycke, that be cured in the hofpi- 
>toB<th=.,=ke. j^ijgg p^j. -^ ji^g circuite of the citie. a 

litle without ye walles, they haue. ail. hofpitalles, fo 
bigge fo wyde, fo ample, and fo large, that they may 
feme, iiii, iitle townes, which were deuifed of yat bignes 
partely to ch[e] intent the fycke, be they neuer fo many 
in niimbre, fhuld not lye to thronge or (Irayte, and 
therfbre vneafely, and incommodioufly : and partely 
that they which were taken and holden with contagious 
difeafes, fuche as be wonte by infection to crepe from 
one to an other, myght be layde apart farre from tlie 
company of ye refidue Thefe hofpitalles be fo wel 
appointed, and with al thingtss necefTary to health fo 
fiimilhed.and more ouer fo diligent attendaunce througli 
the continual prefence of cunning phifitians is geuen, 
that chough no man be fent thether againfl his will, yet 
notwithfUndinge there is no ficke perfone in al the citie, 
(liat had not rather lye there, then at home in his o^vne 
houfe. When the ftewarde of the ficke hath receiued 
fuche meates as the phifitians haue prefcribed, ihen the 
beflc is equallye deuided among the halles, according 
to the company of euery one, fauing that there is had 
a refpect to the prince, the bylhop, the tranibours, and 
lo ambafiadours and all flraungers, if there be any, which 
be verye fewe and feldorae. But they alfo when diey 
be there, haue certe)'ne feuerall houfes apointed and 
prepared for them. To thefe halles at ye fel houres 
of dinner and (upper cororaeth all the whole Sipho- 
grauntie or warde, warned by ye noyfe of a brafen 
trumpet ; except fuche as be ficke in ye hofpitalles, or 
EuETj. mM i> els in their owne houfes. Howbeit no 
at i,« iibtrdB man is prohibited or forbid, after the halles 
rs'dont"by '"' be ferued, to fetch home meate out of ye 
e.impbiBun. market to his own houfe, For they knowe 
that no man wyl doe it without a caute reafonable. 
For thoughe no man be prohibited to dyrie at home, 
yet no roan doth it willyngly : becaufe it is counted a 
pointe of ftnal honeflie. And alfo it were a foUyc to 
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■ paync lo drefle a badde diner at home, when 
they may be welcome to good and fyne fare fo neighe 
hande at the ball. In this ha! al vile feruice, all llauery, 
and drudgerie, with all labourfome toyle, and bafe buii- 
DCS is done by bondemen. Bat the women ^„^„ ^,|,^ 
of eueiy family by courfe haue the office dnaKandHcruc 
and charge of cookerie for fethinge and "'" '"""■ 
dreflinge ihe meate, and orderinge all thinges therto 
belongyng. They Ht at three tables or moe, accordinge 
10 the numbre of their company. The men Ctte vpon 
the bench next the wall, and the women againfle them 
on llie other fide of the table, that yf any e fodeyne euyll 
(hould chaunce to them, as many tymes happeneth ti> 
women with cliylde, they maye rife wythoute trouble or 
diflurbauace of anye bodie, and go thence into the 
nurcerie. The nurceis fitte feuerall alone 
with theyr younge fuckelinges in a certaine '"^™'- 
parloure appointed and deputed to the fame purpofe, 
ncuei withoute iire and cleane water, nor yet wiAout 
cradels, that when they wyll they maye laye downe the 
younge infantes, and at theyr pleafure take them oute 
of their fwathynge clothes, and holde them to the fire, 
and refreihe them with playe. Euery mother is nource 
to her owne childe, onles either death, or fycknes be 
Ihe let. When that chaunceth, the wiues of the S)T)ho- 
grauntes quyckelye prouyde a nom'ce. And that is not 
harde to be done. For diey that can doo Noihing soMr 
it, profer themfelues to no femice fo giad- prouo^eth men 
lye as to that. Becaufe that there thys ■heTprai^nd 
kiode of pitie is muche prayfed : and the "^■""'i^ii™ 
chyide that is nourifhed, euer after taketh his nource 
fof his owne naturail mother. Alfoamonge thenourceis. 
fytte all the children that be vnder the aee ., 
of V. yeares. All the other chyldren of of ynrgc chii- 
bothe kyndes, afwell boyes as giries, that ''"''■ 
be vnder the age of maryage. do eyther feme at the 
tables, or els if they be to yonge (herto, yet they (land 
by with maniailous filence. That whiche is geuen 
:able they eale. and otlier feiierai' 
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dynuer lyme they haue none. The Siphograunte ' 
and his wife fitte in the myddes of the high table, 
forafmoch as that is coonled the honorablefl place, 
and becaufe from thence all the whole companie 
in their fight For that table (landelh ouer wha 
the ouer ende of the hall 1^ them be ioyned two i 
the auncienteft and eldell. For at euerye table they fit 
foure at a meeffe. But yf there be a church (landing m 
yat Syphograuntie or warde, then the priefl and his wife 
iitteth with the Siphograunt, as chiefe in the company. 
On Both fydes of them fit yonge men, and nexle vnto 
them againe o!de men. And thus through 
cd ".^h^ujo? out all the houfe equall oJ age be fette to- 
cidcn. gether, and yet be mixt and matched with 

\-nequal ages. This, they fay, was ordeyned, to the 
intent that the fage grauitie and reuerence of the elders 
Ihould kepe the yongers from wanton hcence of wordes 
and beliauioure, Forafmuch as nothynge can be lo 
fecretlye fpoken or done at the table, but either they 
that fit on the one fide or on the other mufte nedes 
perceaue it. The dillies be not fet down in order from 
oidemenre- ^^^ ^^^ place but all the o!de men (whofe 
gardedand re- placcs bc marked with fome fpeclall token 
„K=nc=d. jQ |jg knowen) be firil fenied of their meate, 

and then the refidue equally. The olde men deuide 
their, deintjes as they think bed to the yonger on eche 
fyde of them. 

Thus the elders be not defrauded of their dewe hon- 
otire, and neuerthelelTe equall commoditie commelh to 
ThisBowe euery one. They begin euerye dinner and 
Kmcfin^Dure fupper of redinge fumthing yat perteneth to 
vniuendiiM. good miners and verlue. But it is Ihorte, 
becaufe no man ihalbe greued therwith. Hereof th[e] 
T*ike M the elders take occafioii of honeft comniunica- 
'^'''°- tion, but neither fadde nor vnpleafaunt. 

Howbeit they do not fjiende all the whole dinertirae 
Ihemfelues with longe and tedious talkesi but they 
gladly heare alfo the yonge men: yea, and purpofelye 
prouokethem totalke,toth[e] intent thattheymayhaue 
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bfe of eucT)' inans wit, and towardnes, or difpolition 
Brtue, which commonlie in the libertie of feading 
I fhewandvtter it felf. Their diners be This is r^pug- 
B (hon: but their fuppers be furawhat ™H'?"''«" 
[er, becaufe that after dyner foloweth phiiinans. 
(ure, after fupper flepe and natural relle, whiche they 
ke to be of more (Irength and efficacie to wholfome 
jhealthfiill digedioa No fupper is paffed without 
icke. Nor their baukettes lacke no Musidtaiihe 
Ceytes nor ionketes. They bume fwete ''^^'■ 
fenes and fpices or perfumes, and pleafaunt 
Bes, and fprinckle aboute fwete oyntementes 
,' waters, yea, they leaue nothing vndone that 
Wth for the cheringe of the corapanye. For 
J- be muche enclined to this opinion: to thtnke 
Icinde of pleafure forbydden, whereof pi«siircimih 
nneth no harnie. Thus Iherfore and ^J.o°™°3^ 
t this fort they liue togethers in the citie, bic. 
in the countrey they that dwell alone farre from 
' neighboures, do dyne and fuppe at home in their 
je houfes. For no familie there lacketh any kinde 
of victualles, as from whom com- 
meth all that the citezens 
eate and lyue by. 
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IVt if any be defierous to vifite either theyr 
frendes dwelling in an other citie, or to 
fee the place it felfe : they eafelie obteyne 
licence of their Siphograuntes and Trani- 
bores, onlefTe there be fome profitable let. 
No man goeth out alone but a companie is fente Jnrth 
together with their princes letters, which do teftifie 
tliat they haue licence to go that ioumey, and pre- 
frribeth alfo the day of their retoume. They haue a 
wageyn geuen them, with a common bondman, which 
driuetli the oxen, and taketh charge of them. Bui 
onles they haue women in their companie, they fende 
home the wageyn againe, as an impediment and a let. 
And thoughe they carye nothynge furth with them, yet 
in all their iorney they lack nothing. For wherfoeuer 
they come, they be at home. II' they tary in a place 
longer then one daye, than there euery one of them 
falleth to his owne occupation, and be very gentilly 
enterteined of the workemen and companies of the 
fame craftes. If any man of his owne heade and with- 
out leaue, walke out of his precint and boundes, taken 
without the princes letters, he is broughte againe for a 
fugitiue or a runaway with great fliame and rebukCf 
and is Iharpely punifhed. If he be taken in that fault 
againe, he is puniflied with bondage. If anye be de. 
firous to walke abrode into the feldes, or into the 
countrey yat belongeth to the fame dtie that he dwell- 
eth in, obteininge the good wil of his father, and the 
confente of his wife, he is not prohibited. But into 
what part of ye contrei foeuer he commeth he halh 
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meat getien him vntil he haue wrought out his fore- 
Dones taike, or dilpatched fo muche work, as there is 
wont to be wrought before fupper. Obleruing this 
law and condition, he may go whether he wil within 
the boundes of his own citie. For he fhalbe no les 
profitable lo ye citie, then if he were within it. Now 
you fe how htle liherte they haue to loiter: howe they 
can haue no cloke or pretence to ydlenes. 
There be neither winetauemes, nor a!e wtaki, 
houles, nor ilewes, nor anye occafion of P''?';"""j 
Vice or wickednea, no lurkinge corners, 
no places of wycked counfels or vnlawfuU affembles. 
But they be in the prefente fighte, and vnder the eies 
of euery man. So that of necefPitie ihey muft, either 
apply their accuftomed labours, or els recreate ihem- 
.felues with honefl. and laudable pall.Lmes. 

This fafliion and trade of life, being vfed amoiige 
he people, it cannot be chofen, but that they mulle of 
neceflitie haue fLore and plentie of all thinges. And 
feyng they be ail therof parieners equallie, 
therefore can no man there be poore or th?"4IIt= 'iat 
nedie. In the counfell of Amaurot, whe- ™°'^jf^'"'''°"' 
ther, as I ikid, euery citie fendeth three 
men a pece yearly, affone as it is perfectly knowen of 
what thinges there is in euery place plentie, and againc 
what thinges be (kant in any place : incontinent the 
lacke of the one is perfourmed and filled vp with the 
aboundaunce of the other. And this they do trely 
without anye benefite, taking nothing againe of them, 
to whom ye thinges is giuen, but thofe cities that haue 
gcuen of their ftore to any other citie that lacketh, re- 
quiring nothing againe of yc fame citie, do take fuche 
thinges as ihey lacke of an other citie, to the which 
they gaue nothinge. So the whole ylande Acamnun 
is as it were one tamilie, or houfholde. Bat "'■;" '";,'* "J; 
when they haue made fufBcieni prouifion [ 'p^ai Viyu^*- 
Qf ftore for Ihemfeiues (which they thinke ''"°''- 
not done, vntil they haue prouided for two yercs folow- 
ge, becaufe of the vncertentie of the next yeares 
a 
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proffe) then of thofe thinges, wherof they haue abun- 
ilaunce, they carie fiirth into other countrets great 
plentie : as grayne, honnie, wuUe, flajte, 
Md !«™^ha*n. woode, madder, purple died telles, waxe, 
dUiofiiMiUio- tallowe, lether, and lyuinge beaftes. And 
"""* tlie feuemh parte of all thefe thynges they 

geue franckelye and freUe to the pore of tliat countrey. 
The reiidewe they fell at a reafonable and meane price. 
By this trade of traffiijue or marchaundife, they bring 
into their own contrey, not only great plenty of goldc 
and filuer, but alfo all fuche thynges as they lacke at 
home, whiche is almofle nothinge but Iron. And by 
reafon they haue longe vfed this trade, nowe they haue 
more aboundaunce of thefe thinges, then anye man 
wyll beleue. Nowe therfore they care not whether they 
fell for readye money, or els vpon truile to be payed 
at a daye, and to haue the moofle parte in debtes. 
It. all ihin^es But in fo doynge they neuer foiiowe the 
aod ibouE all Credence of priuat men : but the afiuraunce 
commlnUicthti or warrauntife of the whole citie, by inftru- 
h^uowicye. mentes and writinges made in that behalfe 
accordingly. When the daye of paiement is come and 
expired, the citie gathereth vp the debte of the priuaie 
debtoures, and putteth it into the common boxe, ani 
fo longe hatbe the vfe and profite of it. vntill the Vt 
pians their creditours demaunde it. The moolle parte 
„ , „. of it they neuer alke. For that thynge 

By whal polli- I ■ 1 • . .1 ^ ■ - 

tic money may whiche IS to them no profite to take it 
™iiod'"""' ^^°"^ other, to whom it is profitable : they 
thinke it no righte nor confcience. But 
if the cale fo Hand, that they mull lende part of that 
money to an other people, then they require theyr 
debte ; or when they haue warre. For the whiche 
purpofe onelye they kepe at home al! the treafure, 
whiche they haue, to be holpen and focoured by it 
cillier in extreame ieopaidyes, or in fuddeine daun- 
gers. But ctpeciallye and chiefelie to hiere therewith, 
and that for vnr^onable greate wayges, ilraunge 
foldiours. For they hadde rather put llraungets i 
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icopardie, tlien theyr owne countreyemen : 

knowyngethalfovmoneyynoughe, their ene- 

myesthemfelues many times may beboughle 

or folde, or elles throughe treafon be fette 

togethers by the eares amonge themfelues. 

For this caufe they kepe an ineilimable 

treafure. But yel not as a treafure ; but fo they haue 

it, and vfe it, as in good faythe I am aftiameil to (hewe : 

fearinge that my woordes ihall not be beleued. And 

this I haue more caufe to feare, for that I 

knowe howe difficultlie and hatdelye I me- ' "yt 

felfe would haue beleued an other miiu telhoge the 

Cune, if I hadde not prefentlye lene it with mine owne 

eyes. 

For it mufle neades be, that howe farre a thynge is 
dilTonaunt and difagreing from the guife and trade of 
the hearers, fo farre (hal! it be out of their belefe. 
Howebeit, a wife and indifferent eflimer of thynges, 
will nol greatlye marueill perchaunce, feynge all theyr 
other lawes and cuftomes do fo muche differre from 
cures, yf the vfe alfo of gold and fyluer amonge them 
be applied, rather to their owne falhyons, than to 
omres. I meane in that they occupie not money them- 
felues, but kepe it for that diaunce, whiche as it maye 
happen, fo it maye be, that it fliall neuer come to paffe. 
Id the meane time golde and fyluer, whereof money is 
made, they do fo vfe, as none cf them doethe more 
eileme it, then the vetye nature of the thing deferueth. 
And then who doeth not playnelye fe howe farre it is 
vnder Iron : as without the whiche men g^^^ ^„,^ 
can 00 better lyue then without fiere and '^"f, v'=° ^ 
water. Whereas to golde and (Uuet na- 
tMie hath geuen no vfe, that we may not 
well lacke : if that the foUye of men hadde not fette 
it in higher eilimation for the rarenelTe fake. But of the 
contrarie parte, nature as a mooUe tender and louynge 
mother, hathe placed the belle and moofle neceflarie 
thinges open abroade : as the ayere, the water, and 
the yearth it felfe. And hathe icmoued and hyd far- 
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theft from vs vayne and vnprofitable thinges. There- 
fore if thefe metalles amonge them Ihoulde be fade 
locked vp in Some tower, it might be fiifpected, that 
the prince and the counfell (as the people is euer 
fooiinieiie ymagininge) intended by fome fubtiltie lo 
deceaue the commons, and to take fome profite of it 
to ihemfelues. Furtheimore if they (hold make therof 
plate and fuch other finehe and cunninglie wroughte 
ftuffe : if at anye time they (hould haue occafion to 
breake it: and melte it againe, therewith to paye their 
fouldiere wages, they fee and perceaue verye well, that 
men woulde be lothe to parte from thofe thinges, that 
they ones begonne to haue pleafuie and delite in. To 
~"remedie all this they haue founde oute a meanes, 
whiche, as it is agreable to all their other lawes and cus- 
tomes, fo it is from ours, where golde is fo much fet by, 
and fo diligently tept, very farre difcripant and repug- 
naunt : and therfore vncredtble, but onelye to them that 
be wife. For where as they eate and driiike in earthen 
and glaffe veifelles, whiche in dede be curiouflye and pro- 
j_r .T perlie made, and yet be of very fmall value ; 
coniunieiit of of goloe and fyluer they make commonly 
*°'''°- chaumber pottes, and other velTelles, that 

feme for mode vile vfes, not onely in tlieir common 
hailes, but in euery mans priuate houfe. Furthermore 
of the lame mettalles they make greate chaines, fet- 
ters, and gieues wherin thefyl tie their bond- 
Go dt the n- .-.• 1, 1 r ,' .-r r 

prochfui badge mcH. Fmally whofoeuer for anye offenfe 
^ni*™"^'™" be infamed, by their eares hange rynges 
of golde ; vpou their fyngers they wearu 
rynges of golde, and aboute their neckes chaines of 
golde : and in conclufion their heades be tied aboute 
with gold. Thus by al meanes poflible thei procure 
to haue golde and filuer among them in reproche and 
infaraie. And theie mettalles, which other nations do 
as greuoully and forowefuUye forgo, as in a manner 
iheir owne lines; if they (hould altogethers at ones be 
taken from the Utopians, no man there would think* 
that he had loft the worth of one farthing. They 
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(her alfo pearles by the fea I'lde, and Diainondes and 
carbuncles vpon certen rockes, and yet they feke not 
for them : but by chaunce finding them, they cut and 
polifh them. And therwith thei deck their ^ 

- ,' , -iiTi - 1 1-1 -I (jcmmes ana 

yonge mtauntes. Whicre like as in the pnqniui no- 
ftril yeres of their chiWhod, they make ;"■ 'XiJc" 
muche and be fonde and p^oitde of Cuch m ^»yc wini- 
omamentes, fo when they be a litle more ■"* 
growen in yeares and difctetibn, pt-rceiuing that none 
but children do weare fuch toies and trifels ; tliey lay 
them awaye euen of their owne ftiiihu^ailenefTe, wyth- 
oute anye byddynge of their parenteS; euen as ourc 
chyldren, when they waxe bygge, dpa lafle awaye 
nuttes, brouches, and puppettes. Theriore thefe lawes 
and cuftomes, whiche be fo farre differen'a'from al 
other nations, howe diuers lantafies aho a'ud.T.lyndes 
they doo caufe, dydde I neuer fo playnelie perceaue, 
as in the Ambaffadours of the Aneniolians. 

Thefe Ambafladoures came to Amaurole a vets' pjw- ■ 
whiles I was there. And becauie they came ™"' '°'"' -" 
to entreate of great and weightie matters, tliofe three cili-' 
zens a pece oute of euerie citie were comen thether be- 
fore them. But all the ArabalTadours of tJie nexte 
countreis, whiche had bene there before, and knewe 
the falhions and maners of the Utoisians, amonge 
whom they perceaued no honoure geuen to (uraptuous 
apparell, fiikes to be contemned, golde alfo to be in- 
famed and reprochful, were wont to come thether in 
veue homelye and fimple araie. But the Anemoliaues 
becauie they dweU larre thence, and had very htle 
a[c]quaintaunce with them ; hearinge that they were ail 
apparelled a like, and that verie rudely and homely : 
thinkinge them not to haue the thinges whiche they 
did not weare : being therfote more proude, then wife : 
deiermyned in the gotgioufnes of their apparel to re- 
prelente verye goddes, and wyth the brighte (hyninge 
and gliilerynge of their gay clothing to dafell the eyes of 
the filie poore Utopians. So there came in. iii, Arobaffa- 
4lours with. c. [an htmdred] leruauntes all apparelled b 
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chaungcable coloiir= • ihe mofle of them infilkes: the^ 
AmbaQadoursthemfeIves(for at homein their ownecoun- 
tiey they were noble men) in cloth of gold, with great 
cheines of gold, with goldehanginge at their eares, 
with gold ringes upon their fino^ers, with brouches and 
aglettes of gold vpon their "cappes, which gliftered ful 
of peerles and precious-iVones: to be (hort trimraed, 
and adoumed with 4I ihdfe thinges, which among the 
Utopians were either the punifhetnent of bondmen, or 
the reproche of infahjed perfones, or elles trifels for 
yonge children 'o .playe withal. Therefore it wolde 
haue done a mar, good at his harte to haue fenc howe 
proudelye they oifpleyed theire pecockes fethers, howe 
muche they mdde of theire paynted (heathes, and howe 
loftely they fet forth and aduaunced them felfes, when 
they r&oipared their gallaunte apparrell with the poore 
rayment of the Utopians. For al the people were 
fwirmed forth into the (Iretes. And on the other fide^ 
it was no leffe pleafute to confider howe muche theyH 
^ere deceaued, and how fan-e they miffed of their 
purpofe being contrary wayes taken, then they thought 
tliey ihould haue bene. For to the eyes of all the 
Utopians, excepte very fewe, which had bene in other 
counlreys for fonie refonabie caufe, al that gorgeoufnesM 
of apparrel feemed fhamefiill and reprocheful. In fa^l 
muche that they moA reuerently faluted the vilefl and 
moil abiect of them for lordes : pafling ouer the Am- 
baffadoures therafclfes without any honour: iudging 
them by their wearing of golden cheynes to be bond- 
men. Yea you (Tioulde haue fene children alio, that had 
cade away their peerles and pretious (lones, when 
they fawe the like (licking vpon the AmbaQadoure 
cappes: digge and pulhe theire mothers vnder the 
fides, fainge thus to them. Loke mother 
how great a lubbor doth yet were peerles 
^ and precious (loones, as though he were a litel child 
fl.i1- But the mother, yea and that alfo in good eameft ; 
peace fone, failhe Ihe : I thinke he be fomc of the 
AmbalTadours fooles. Some founde faulte at theire 
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golden cheines, as to no vfe nor purpore, being fo 
Tmal and weake, thai a bondeman might eafely breakfi 
ihem, and agayne fo wyde and large, that when it 
pleafed him, he myght cart them of, and runne awaye 
at Ubertye whether he woulde. But when the Ambas- 
fadoures hadde bene tliere a daye or. ii. and fawe fo 
greate abundaunce of gold fo lyghtely elleimed, yea in 
no leife reproche, then it was with them in honour : 
and befides that more golde in the cheines and gieues 
of one fugitiue bondman, then all the codelye oma- 
naentes of them. iii. was worth : they beganne to abate 
their courage, and for ver) Hiame layde away al that gor- 
gyoufe arraye, whereof tliey were fo proud. And fpe- 
cyally when they had talked famiharlye with the Uto- 
pians, and had learned al theire faflions and opinions. 
For they marueyle that any menbe fo fol- Doubicfui ic 
yihe, as to haue delite and pleafure m the ^."^i;"-^^^. 
doubteful gUfleringe of a lytil tryffelynge deration and «- 
Hone, which raaye beholde annye of the ESfa"=''«'SZ; 
ilarres, or elles the fonne itfelfe. Or that ". '''|=' ^^ Sl'' 
'f anye man is fo madde, as to count him felfe ,try iLiici 
the nobler for the fmaller or iyner threde ""'"''"■ 
of wolle, which felfe fame wol (be it now in neuer fo 
nea fponne threde)a (hepedid onesweare: and yet 
Wis fhe all that time no other thing then a (hepe. 
They marueile alfo that golde, whych of the owne na- 
ture is a thinge fo vnprofytable, is nowe amonge al! 
people in fo hyghe eflimation, that man him felfe, by 
I whome, yea and for the vfe of whome it is fo much fet 
H by, is in muche leffe eflimation, tlien the golde it felfe. 
P Infomuche that a lumpyfheblockehedded AimcHins 
churle, and whyche bathe no more wytte "ndawiiiit 
then an affe, yea and as ful of notightynes as of follye, 
Ihall haue neuertheles manye wyfe and good men in 
fubiectyon and bondage, only for this, bycaufe he 
hath a greate heape of golde. Whyche yf it fhoulde 
^m be taken from hym by anye fortune, or by fome fubtyl] 
H wyie and cautcie of the lawe, (whyche no lefTe then 
H fortune dothe bolhe raife vp the lowe, and plucke 
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'them was cumen anionge them. And yet 
in Mufike, Logike, Arythmetyke, and Geo- 
metiye they haue founde oule in a. manner 
all that cure auncient Philofophi:rs haue tawghte. But 
as they in all thioges be aimofle equal to oure olde 
auncyente cletkes, fo oure newe Logiciens in fubtyl 
inuentions haue farre palTed and gone beyonde them. 
For they haue not deuyfed one of all thofe j^ ^^^.^ ^^ 
niles of reilrictions, amplifications and fup- EFmcLhciobea 
pofilions, verye wittelye inuented in the "'pp-s"™'" 
fraal] Logicailes, whyche heare oure children in euery 
place do learae. Furtheremore they were neueryet hable 
to fynde out the feconde intentions : infomuche that 
none of them all coulde euer fee man liimlelfe in com- 
men, as they cal him, thoughe he be (as you knoive) 
bygger than euer was annye gyaunte, yea and poynteil 
lu of vs euen wylh our fynger. But they 
be in the courfe of the (larres, and the mou- '^'""-^ 
ynges of the heauenly fpheres verye expert and cun- 
nynge. They haue alfo wittely excogitated and diuifed 
in[lnunentes of diuers faflions : wherein is exactly com- 
prehended and conteyned the mouynges and fltuations 
cif the fonne, the mone, and of al the other flarres, 
which appere in theire horizon. But as for the amityes 
and diiTentions of the pianettes, and al! that y^, ^^^^^ 
deceytefu] diuination by the (larres, they chritiiaru ihu 
neueraimuch as dreamed thereof. Raynes, Mwu«ith1a 
windes, and other courfes of tempefl.es they ''='='■ 
knowe before by certeine tokens, which they haue 
learned by long vfe and obferuation. But Naiuraii phi- 
of the caufes of al thefe ihinges and of the [^S!'|5gV 
ebbinge, flowinge, and (altenes of the fea, mnsirapcitda. 
and finallye of the original begynnynge and nature of 
heauen and of tlie worlde, lliey holde parlelye the fame 
opinions that oure olde Philofophers hold, and partely, 
as our Philofophers varj'e among themfelfes, fo they 
alfo, whiles they bringe newe reafons of thinges, do 
(iibgree from all them, and yet among themfelfes in all 
poymes they doe not accorde. In tliat part of Phi- 
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iiini»)>iiw lofophie, which intrealelh of manners an^ 
fia^ vertue, theire reafons and opinions agreel 

with ours. They difpute of the good qualilyes of the! 
fowle. of ihe body, and of fortune. And whether ihel 
n* order Bf name of goodnes maye be applied to all 
iBd iiiing<3. thefe, or onlye to the endowments and 
giftes of tlie foule. 

They reafon of vertue and pleafiire. But the chiefe 
rhetndeiDi and principaJi queilion is in what thinge, 
t^ ihingd, be it one or moe, the felicitye of 
man confiflethe. But in this.poynte they feme al- 
moofle to muche geuen and enclyned to 
Bu hoids^py- the opinion of them, which defende plea-, 
iiion ihii f=V [ui.g therein they determine either all or 
eihe in hontsi the chicfyfle parte of mans fehcitye to relle. 
pisuuie. ^jjjj (whyche is more to bee manieled at) , 

the defenfe of this foo deyntye and delicate an opinion, 
they fetche euen from iheire graue, (harpe, bytter, and 
-The prindpiej tygorous religion. For they neuer difpute 
S™ni™Ep^ of felicity or bleffednes, but they ioyne 
religion. vnto the reafons of Pliilofophye certeyne 

principles taken oute of religion ; wythoute the whyche 
to the inuefligation of trewe felicitye they thsTike reafon 
Theihuiggie "^ '^ *^^'fe weake and vnperfecte. Thofe 
principles be thefe and fuch lyke. Th.it 
the foule is immortal : and by ye bountiful 
goodnes of God ordeined to feiicitie. Th.it 
to our vertues and good deades rewardes 
be appointed after this life, and to our euei 
deades punifhmentes. Though thefe be] 
perteyning to religion, yet they thincke il 
mete that theyfhoulde bebeleued and graunted byprofes 
of reafon. But yf thefe principles were condempned 
and dyfanulled, then without anye delaye they pro- 
nounce no man to be fo folifli, whiche woulde not do 
all his diligence and endeuoure to obteyne pleafure be 
ryght or wronge, onlye auoydynge this inconuenience, 
tliat the leUe pleafure Ihould not be a let or hinder- 
aunce to the bigger : or that he laboured not for that 
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pleafure, whiclie would bringe after it dis- a> enrry pica- 
pleafure, greefe, and Torrow. For they ?^£rhf.D«i 
ludge it extreame madnes to folowe fliarpe so gr=f= '•• box 
andpeinftilvertue, andnotonlytobannifhe b1.uo?"J^tu« 
ye pleafure of life, butalfo willingly to suffer *■"*■=■ 
gn'efe, without anye hope of proffitthereof enfuinge. For 
what proffit can there be, if a man, when he hath paffed 
ouer all his lyfe vnpJeafauntly, that is to fay, miferablye, 
(hall haue no rewarde after his death ? But nmve fyr 
they thinke not felicJtieto refle in all pleafure, but only in 
that pleafure that is good and honelle, and that hereto, 
as to periet bleflednes our nature is allured and draweii 
euen of vertue, whereto onlye they that be of the con 
trary opinion do attribute lelicitie. For they define 
vertue to be life ordered according to nat- in ihi^defini- 
ure, and tliat we be here vnto ordiiined of ^i,™ "^ "'^'i, 
god. And that he dothe followe the courfe iii= Sioicians. 
of nature, whicii in defiering and reliifinge thinges is 
ruled by reafon. Furthermore that reafon Th^workfimd 
dodi chiefely and principallye ken die in (fit=t=orrtM. 
men the loue and veneration of the deuine "" '" ™^ 
maieilie. Of whofe goodnes it is that we be, and that 
we be in poflibihtie to attayne felicite. And that fe- 
condarely it bothe Hinethe and prouoketh vs to leade 
our lyfe oute of care in ioy and mirth, and alfo raouetr 
vs 10 helpe and further all other in refpecte of ye focicte 
oi nature to oliteine and enioye ye fame. For there 
was neuer man fo earned and paineful a follower of 
vertue and hater of pleafure, yat wold fo inioyne you 
labpures, watchinges, and fallinges, but he would alfO' 
exhort you to eafe, lighten, and relieue, to your powre, 
ye lack and mifery of others, prayfmg the fame as s 
dede of humanitie, and pitie. Then if it be a poynte- 
of humanitie for man to bring health and comforte to 
mai^ and fpeciallye (which is a vertue mofle peculiariye- 
belonging to man) to mitigate and afluage the greife of 
oihere, and by takyng from them tlie forowe and heuy- 
nes of lyfe, to reftore them to ioye, that is to faye to 
pleafure : whie maye it not then be fayd, that nature 
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■doth prouoke eutrye man to doo the fame to himfeiie ? 
For a ioyiall lyfe, that is to fay.apleafaunt 
diiei lime [her lyfc IS either cuel : and if it be lo, then thou 
;B^i'^';>r7a:r= (lioiildeft not onlye helpe no man therto, 
vnio ihemsd- but father, as mucli as in the heth, with- 
^ifr^°js" drawea!lmenfromeit,asnoyfomeandhmte- 

(Hied somt -', , , ' ■'. ' , 

hieghcpirinu of dewty art bound to procure it to others, 
wh^°l!^ii.« why not chiefely to the ielfe ? To whome 
the miigiousiy thou ait bound to (hew afmuch fauoure and 
^Q^ihJ'yLp- gentelnes as to other. For when nature 
P="'°^''™^^^^"biddeth the to be good and gentle to other 
efi«Cn"tu" (he commaundeth the not to be craell 
o'^ghT^Lo'l andvngentletothefelfe. Therefore euen 
lyc loreccsiio very nature {(aye they) prefcribeth to vs a 
«^j»uff«th.n,. j^^.j^j jyf^^ |.[j^j j^ ^^ j.^^^ pleafure as the 

ende of all oure operations. And they define vertue 
to be lyfe ordered accordynge to the prefcripte of 
nature. But in that that nature dolhe allure and pro- 
uoke men one to healpe another to lyue merily 
(which fuetly !he doth not without a good caufe : 
for no man is fo farre aboue the lotte of mans (late 
or condicion, that nature dothe carke and care for hym 
onlye, whiche equallye fauourethe all, that be compre- 
hended vnder the communion of one ihape fomue 
and faifion) verely (he commaundeth the to vfe dili- 
gent circumfpection, that thou do not fo feke for thine 
owne commodities, that thou procure others incom- 
modities. Wherefore theire opinion is, that not only 
Bargaynciwid COUCH auHtes and bargaynes made amonge 
Lawa. priuate men ought to be well and faythe- 

fullye fulfilled, obferued, and kepte, but alfo cotiunen. 
Jawes, whiche either a good prince hath iuftly pub- 
lyihed, or els the people neither oppreiTed with tyran- 
nye, neither deceaued by fraude and gyell, hath by 
theire common confent conflituted and ratifyed, con- 
iCeminge the particion of the commodities of lyfe, that 
is to fay, the matter ol plealure. Thefe lawes not off- 
ended, it is wyfdome. that thou looke to thine own 
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wealihe. And to doe the fame for the common wealth 
is no leffe then thy duelie, if thou bearefl any reuerent 
loue, or any nalurali zeale and aiTection to thy natttie 
countreye. But to go about to let an other man of his 
pleafure, whiles thou procured thine owne, that is open 
wrong. Contrary wyfe to withdrawe fomethioge from 
the felfe to geue to other, that is a pointe of humanitie 
and gentiines 1 whiche neuer laketh awaye fo muche 
commoditie, as it brlngethe agayne. For it is recom- 
penfed with the retourne of benefytes, and „ . 

the confcience of the good dede, ivith the cmne of idnd- 
renaembraimce of the diankefuU loue and ""^ 
beneuolence of them to whom thou hall done it, doth 
bringe more pleafure to tliy mynde, then that whiche 
thou haft withholden from thy felfe could hauc brought 
lo thy bodye. Finallye (which to a godly difpofed and 
a religious mind is eafy to be perfuaded) God recom- 
jienfeth the gifte of a ihort and fmal pleafure with great 
and euerlafl-inge ioye. Therlore the matter diligently 
w<yede and confidercd, thus they thinke, that al! our 
actions, and in them the vertues themfelfes be referred 
at the laft to plealure, as their ende and felicitie. Plea- 
fure ihey call euery motion and (late of tlie The defiiiidMi- 
bodie or mynde, wherin man hath naturally "' pi="u'=- 
delectation. Appetite they ioyne to nature, and that 
not without a good caufe. For like as, not, only the 
(enfes, but alfo right reafon coueteth whatfoeiier is natu- 
rally pleafaunt, lor yat it may be gotten without wrong 
or iniurie, not letting or debarring a greater plealure, 
nor caufing painlul labour, euen fo thole thinges that 
men by laine ymaginarion do fayne againll nature to 
be pleafaunt {as though it laye in their (.j„„j„,„. 
power to chaunge ye thinges, as they do icrfnupiEa^u- 
ye names of thinges} al luche pleafures "^ 
they beieiie to be of fo fmall helpe and furtheraunce 
to felicitie, thai they counte them a great let and hin- 
deraunce. Becaufe that in whom they haue ones taken 
place, all his mynde they poffefle with a falfe opinion 
of ])leafure- So that there is no place left for true and 
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naturall ddeciations. Fot ihetc he manj thiiiga, 
which of tbeir owne nature conteyne do pttbuaSats: 
yea. the moUe pane of tliem muche |ride and fbrrowe. 
AikI yet ihrougbe the peruerfe and tnaiicycms fiicker- 
ingc inticementes of lewde and vnhondle defyres, be 
taken not ouly for fpedall aad fonerdgne pleasures, but 
alfo be counted anionge the chiefe caufes of life. In 
tlliii counterfeat kinde of pleafure they put lliein ttit 
'iiwarrautar 1 fpalcc of before. Whidie the better'' 
ihiiriMir""'^"' ^"'™" ^^y '^"^ °'^ ** better men they 
i™i."for.'pi«r- ihiiike them felfes. In the which thing 
'•"" "'"■ they doo twyle erre. For they be no leiTe 
deceaued in that they Ihinke iheire gowne the 
bctlcr, than they be, in that they thinke iherafelfes 
the bcUct For if you coniider the profitable vfe of 
the Kaiinentc, whye (hould wulle of a fyner fponne 
Uircdc, be thoug[hlt better, than the wul of a cooife 
fnonnc tJirede? Yet they, as though the one did palTe 
llic other Ijy nature, and not by their mil\akyng. au- 
ttuni;e tliemfclfes, and thinke llie price of their owne 
[jcrfoiicH thereby greatly encreafed. And therefore the 
ilonoiir, whii'li in a courfe gowne they durile not haue 
Joked for, they require, as it were of dewtie, for theyr 
fynor gownes fake. And if they be palled by without 
toiicrciice, they take it difplea&untly and difdainfuUye. 
_ „ , . And aeayne is it not lyke madnes to take 

;i ]irydc in vayne and vnprontable honouisr 
Fof wlial n.'itiirall or trewe pleafure doefl thou take of 
nn other mans bare hede, or bowed knees? Will this 
■cufc the piiiue of thy knees, or remedie the phrenfieof 
thy hcdc ? In this ymaye of counterfeite pleafure, they 
be of a ninruelous madneffe, whiche for the opinion of 
nobilitie, reioyfc muche in their owne conceyte. Be- 
v.iia nubiii- caiifc it was their fortune to come of fuclie 
'** iumeelourcs, whofe (locke of longe tyine 

hiithe bene counted ryehe (for nowe nobilitie is nodiing 
«1Ick) fpeci.'illye ridie in landes. And though tbeir 
niincttiiurn left them not one foote of laude, or ds 
they Uieinfehiei haue pyffed it agaynfle the waliea, yet 
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they thinke themfelues not the lelTe noble theribre of 
one heare. In this number alfo they couifle them that 
take pleafure and delite (as I faid) in gem- pi^^nj^ ^ 
mes and precious (lones, and thynke them- prarfoiu =10- 
felues almode goddes, if they chaunce to ""■"""''^ii'h- 
gette an excellente one, fpecialtye of that kynde, whiche 
in that lyme of their own countre men, is xi^opimoniuui 
had inhygheil eflimation. For one kynde fanaeofpco- 
of ftone kepeth not his pryce (lyU in aU r^t^^dZV 
couutreis, and at all times. Nor they bye "^^ ^^ f^" 
them not, but taken out of the golde, and of prcciomnB. 
bare: no nor fo neither, vntyll they haup "=■ 
made the feller to fweare, that he will warraunte and as- 
fure it to be a true flone, and no counterfeit gemme. 
Suche care they take leR a counterfeite (lone (hould 
deceaue their eyes in fleade of a ryghte (lone. But 
why Ihouldefl thou not take euen afmuche pleafure in 
beholdytige a counterfeite ftone, whiche thine eye can- 
not difceme from a righte (lone ? They 
(lioulde bothe be of lyke value to thee, ^Sr<.ol 
euen as to the blyndc man. What (hall I occupLyng iho 
(aye of them, that kepe fuperfluous riches, 
to take delectation only in the beholdinge, and not in 
the vfe or occupiynge thereof? Do chey take trew 
pleafure, or elles be thei deceaued with falfe pleafure? 
Or of them that be in a contrarie vice, HydmorirM- 
hidinge the gold whiche they (ball neuer »>"=■ 
occupye, nor peraduenture neuer fe more? And whiles 
they take care leadelhey Iliall leefeit.doleefe itin dede. 
For what is it elles, when they hyde it in the ground, 
takynge it botiie from their owne vfe, and perchaunce 
frome all other mennes alfo ? And yet thou, when thou 
hafte hydde thy treafure, as one out of all Apf=.ii=ficiwn 
care, hopped for ioye. The whiche trea- »n<i>wiitio. 
fure, yf it (houlde chaunce to bee (lolen. and thou igno- 
raunt of the tliefte (houldefl dye tenne years after: all 
tliat tenne yeares fpace that thou lyueded after thy 
money was (Loolen, what ujatter was Jt to diee, whether 
it hadde bene laken awaye or elles fafe as thou leftefte 



iia 



Sfjt dnonai bonke 



it? Trewlyc both wayes like profytte came to thee. 
To thefe fo foolyftie pleafures they ioyne dicers, whofe 
madnefle they knowe by hearfay, and not 
'■ by vie. Hunters a!fo, and hawkers. I or 
what pleafure is there (fay they) in callinge the dice 
vpon a table. Which thou haft done fo often, that if 
there wer any plealure in it, yet the oft vfe might make 
HunOngeami thee werie thereof? Or what delite caii 
bawtnge. there be, and not rather dyfplealure in 
hearynge the barkynge and howlynge of dogges? Or 
what greater pleafure is there to be felte, when a dogge 
folioweth ao hare, then when a dogge followeth a dogge? 
for one thinge is done in bothe, thai is to faye, run- 
njmge, yf thou hade pleafure therin. But yf the hope 
of (laughter, and the expectation of tearynge in peces 
the beafte doth pleafe thee: thou (houldeft rather be 
moued with pi tie to fee a felye innocente hare murdereii 
of a dogge: the weake of the ftronger, the fearefuU cf 
the fearce, the innocente of the cruell and vnmercyfull 
H,ii.ii..s >ht Therefore all thys exercyfe of huntynge, as 
ba-«=si p^rie of a thynge vnworthye to be vfed of free men, 
STum^fZ"^ the Utopians haue reiected to their bou- 
indyciihisis chers to die wiiiche crafte {as we iayde be- 
dse of mosi no- iorc) they appointe their bondemen. For 
biemen. (jjgy couQte huntynge the loweft, the vyl- 

efle, and moofte abiecce part of boucherie, and the 
other partes of it more profitable, and more honetle, ai 
/bryngynge muche more commoditie, in that they kyll 
L beaJles onely for neceftitie. Where as the hunter feketh 
nothinge but pleafure of the feelye and wofuU beaftes 
flaughter and murder. The whiche pleafure in behold- 
inge deathe, they thinke doeth rife in the verybeafl.es, 
either of a cruel affection of mind, or els to be chaun- 
ged in continuaunce of time into crueltie, by longe vie 
of fo cruell a pleafure. Thefe therfore and all fuche 
like, whiche be innumerable, though tlie common forte 
of people doth take them for pleafures, yet they, feing 
there is no natural pleafauntnes in them, do playnly 
determine them to haue no affinitie with trew and right 



( 



^^^^^^^^ of fiiopia. 1 13 

Hpleafure. For as touchinge Chat they do commonlye 
Bmoue the fenfe with delectation {whiche femeth to be 
W a woorke of pleafure) this doeth nothynge dirainiihe 
their opinion. For not the nature of the thing, but 
their peruerfe and lewde cuflonie is tlic caufe hereof. 
Whiche caufeth them lo accept bitter or fosvre thyiiges 
lor fwete thynges, Euen as women \vith cliild in 
their viciate and corruple taile, thynke pj^che and 
Callowe fweter then any honey. Howbeit no mannes 
iudgeraenledeprauedandcorruple,eiiherbyfyckenes,or 
by cuftome, can chaunge the nature of pleafure, more 
then !l can do the nature of other thinges. They 
make diuers kindes of pleafures. For fome The kindc of 
/'they attribute to the foule, and fome to >«-pi<^-^™- 
^thc body. To the (oule they geue intelh'gence, and 
that delectation, that commethe of the contempla- 
tion of Irewth. Hereunto is ioyned the pleafaunte 
remembraunceofthegoodlyfepafle. The The picMuif. 
pleafure of the bodye they deuide into ii. "'•'"^ir' 
partes. The firil is when delectation is fenfibly felt 
and perceaued. Whiche many times chaunceth by 
L the renewing and refrefhing of thofe partes, whiche 
^■uure naturall heate drieth vp. This commeth by 
~meate and drynke. And fometj'mes whyles thofe 
thynges be expulfed, and voyded, wherof is in the 
btJdy ooer great abundaunce. This pleafure is felt, 
when we do our natural eafement, or wlien we be 
doyng the acte of generation, or when the ytchinge 
of any part is eafed with rubbyng or fcratchynge. 
Sometimes pleafure rifeth exhibitinge to any merabre 
nothynge that it defireth, nor takynge from it any 
paine that it feeleth, which neuertheleffe tikleth and 
mouetb oure fenfes wyth a certeine fecrete efhcacic, 
but with a manifeft motion turn ethe them to it. As 
IS that whiche commeth of muficke. The feconde parte 
of bodcly pleafure they fay, is that which confifletli 
and rcfleth in the quiete, and vpryghte (late „ ,.. , 
of the bodye. And that trewiye is euerye 
mannes owdc propre health entermingled and dis- 
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Itirbed wifli no griefe. For tliJs, yf it be not letted aot 
jtflaulted with no greif, is delectable of it felfe, thoui;he 
il he iiioued with no eictem.-ill or ootwarde plearure. 
For though it be not fo plain and manyfefte to the fenfe, 
a£ the gredye lufte of eatynge and drynkynge, yet 
ncuertlielelTe manye take it for the chiefeile pleafuie. 
All the Utopians graunl it to be a right fouereigne 
pleafure, and as you woulde fayc the foundation and 
grounds of all pleafures, as whiche euen alone is hable 
to make the iUle and condition of life delectable and 
plea£iunt. And it beyng once taken awaye, there is 
no place lefte for any plcafure. For lo be wiihoutj 
gtofe not hauinge health, that ihey call vnfenfibilitie, 
and not pleafure. The Utopians haue long a go re- 
ieacd aad conderapned the opinion of them, whiche 
£tjrdc that fted&Ae and quiete heaJthe (for this c^ues- 
tioo alio luthe bene diligently debated amonge them) 
oughie not thetfore to be counted a pleafure. bycaule 
thcjr fcjte it cam not be prefentlye and fenfiblye per- 
CMMcd naA liHte by Tome outwarde motion. But of 
the conii.tnc jarte nowe they agree almoofle all in 
this, ttut hcilthe is a mood foueraigne pleafure. For 
fcjngt that in fjrknefle (fcye they) is greiffe, whiche is 
t tnonal enenue to pleafure, euen as ficknes is to 
tialth, why Ihould not then pleafure be in (he quiet- 
DCB of hcttlih ? For they fay il maketh nothing tt> 
this RiAttct, Khelhef you (aye that fycknefle is a griefe, 
or that in fickenes is griefe, for all conunethe to oo£ 
puipofe. For vbetha- heakli be a pleafure it Wft 
or a necrSirY ciufe of pleafure, as 6er is of heate, 
tnidye bothe waye it folowelh, that they caonol 
be <nt}io«itc pleafure. that be in pofeci bdth. For- 
thcniKKc « hiics we eat \ia.y they) then healihe, wfaiche 
b^ ■ be appayred, fighteth by the helpe of 

''^- M\e hunger. In the irhich &ght, wliiles 

beau?) by hCe and litle getteth the ^^iper haode, dkU 
tutx prooe(l)-Bg, and <as yr would &y) that oowud- 
nee to the woote ftrength miniftreth that p; 
wherry i>c be ib lAeflied. Health thetfore, •hict'., 
to the coofict is iorcAiIl. OtaU it not be mery. »toeo iti 
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hath gootten the vlctorie f But as foone as it hathe 
recouered the priftinate flrength, which thing onely in 
all ihe fight it coueled, fhal it incontinent beaflonied? 
Nor dial it not know nor imhrace the owne wealthe 
and goodnes? For where it is (aid, healthe can not 
be felt : this, they ihinke, is nothing trew. For what 
man wakyng, fay they, felethe not himfelfe in health : 
but he that is not ? Is there anye man fo polTeffed with 
(lonifhe iiifeafibilitie, or with lethargic, that is to fay, 
the fleping ficknes, that he will not graunt healthe to 
be acceptable to him, and delectable ? j, . 
But what other thinge is delectation, than 
that whiche by an other name is called plealure? 
They imbrace chieSie tlie pleafures of the ThB pleasures 
mind. For them ihey counte the chiefiil "f "■= r"n.dc. 
and moll principall of all. The chiefe parte of them 
ihey ihinke doth come of the exercife of vertue, and 
confcience of good life. Of tiiele pleafures that the 
body miniHreth, they geue ye preeminence to helth. 
For the delite of eating and drinking, and whatfoeuer 
hath any like pleafauolnes, they determyne to be plea- 
fures muche to be defircd, but no other wayes than for 
healthes £ake. For fuche thinges of their own proper 
oatiire be not fo plea&unt, but in that they refifle Ucke 
celfe priuelie dealing on, Therfore like as it is a wife 
mans part, rather to auoid ficknes, then to wiHie for 
medicines, and rather to driue away and put to Sight 
carefull griefes, then to call for conifoit ; fo it is muche 
belter not to neade this kinde of pleafure, then thereby 
to be eafed of the contrarie griefe. The whiche kinde 
of pleafure, yf anye man take for his felicitie, that 
man inutl nedes graunt, that then he Ihalbe in mofl 
felicitie, if he Hue that life, which ia led in coniinuall 
hunger, thurile, itchinge, eatinge, diynkynge, fcratch- 
ynge, and tubbing. The which life how not only'foule, 
and vnhonell, but alfo howe miferable, and wretched 
it is, who perceueth not ? Thefe doubtles be the 
bafdl pleafures of al, as vnpure and vnperlect. For 
they neuei come, but accompanied with their contrarie 
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griefes. As with the pleafure of eating ts ioyned 
hunger, and yat after no very egal fort For of thefe. 
ii. ye griefe is both the more vehement, and alfo of 
longer continuaunce. For it beginneth before the 
pleafure, and endeth not vnti! the pleafure die with it. 
^Vhe^efo^e fuche pkafures they thinke not greatlye to 
be fet by, but in yat thei be neceffari. Howheit they 
haue dehte alfo in thefe, and ihankfuUi knowledge ye 
tender loue of mother nature, which with mofl plea- 
faunt delectation allureth her children to that, to the 
necelTarie vfe wherof they mud from time to time con- J 
^tinually be forced and driuen. For howwretched and^| 
I miferable (hould our life be, if thefe dailie greffes of^^ 
. hunger and thurfl coulde not be driuen awaye, but 
with bitter potions, and fower medicines, as the other «| 
Thcgaiauf difeafes be, wherewith we be feidomer^B 
/Mwre, troubled? But beutie, ftrengthe. nem- 

V, blenes, thefe as peculiar and pleafaunt giftes of nature 
they make muche of. But thofe pleafures that be 
receaued by the eares, the eyes, and the nofe, whiche 
nature willeth to be proper and peculiar to man (for no 
other liuinge creature doth behold the fairenes and the 
bewtie of the worlde, or is raoued ivilh any refpecte of 
fauours, but onely for the diuerfitie of meates, neither 
perceaueth the concordaunte and difcordant diilaunces 
of foundes, and tunes) thefe pleafures, I fay, they ac- 
cept and alow e as certen pleafaunte reioyfmgesoflife. 
But in all thinges this cautel they vfe, that a leffe 
pleafure hinder not a bigger, and that the pleafure be 
no caufe of difpleafure, whidie they thinke to folow of 
neceflitie, if the pleafure be ynhonefle. But yet ta 
difpife the comlines of bewtie, to wad the bodelie 
Hrength, to tume nimblenes into floughiihneffe, to con- 
fume and make feble the bodie with fallinge, to do 
iniurie to healthe, and to reiecte the pleafaunte mo- 
tions of nature, onies a man neglecte thefe commodi- 
ties, whiles he dothe with a feruent zeale procure the 
wealihe of others, or the commen profite, for the 
whiche pleafure forborne, he is in hoope of a greatei i 
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pleafure atgoddes hande, elles for 3 vaine Ihaddow of 
vertue, for the wealth and profile of no man, to pan- 
l(he himfelfe, or to the mtente he maye be liable cour- 
ragiouflie to fuffer aduerfitie: which perchaunce (hall 
neuer come to him, this to do they thicke it a point of 
exireame madnes, and a token of a man cruellye 
minded towardes himfelfe, and vnkind towards nature, 
■as one fo difdaining to be in her daunger, that he re- 
Bounceth ajid refufeth all her benefites- 

This is their fentente and opinion of vertue and 
pleafure. And they beletie that by mans realon none 
can be found trewer then this, onles any Mmke Uiii 
godlyer be inlpired into man from heuen. *'"• 
Wherin whether they beleue well or no neither the 
time doth fuffer vs to difcuffe neither it is nowe neces- 
farie. For we haue taken vpon vs to Ihewe and declare 
their lores and ordinaunces, and not to defende them. 
Hut this ihynge I beleue verely : howe foeuer chefe 
ilecres be, thai there is in no place of the world, 
neyther a more excellent people, neither a more 
floiirifhynge commen wealth. They be lyghte and 
quickeof bodie, full of actiuitie and nimble- tj,, ^adihc 
ocs, and of more (Irength then a man "nddacripiioa 
wouldc iudge them by their ilature, which " ' '"i^"^"*' 
for ail that is not to lowe. And thoughe theyi foyle be 
not verie frutefull, nor their aier very wholfome, yet 
againde the ayer they fo defende them with temperate 
diele, and fo order and hufbande their grounde with 
diligente trauaile, that in no countrey is greater in- 
cre^c, and plentye of come and caltell, nor mens 
bodies of longer lyfe, and fubiect or apte to fewer dis- 
eales. There therfore a man maye fee well, and dili- 
genilie exploited and furniflied, not onelye thoCc thingcs 
whic-he hulbandemen do commenly in other countreis, 
u by craft and cunninge toremedie the barrennes o. 
*he grounde : but alfo a whole wood by the handes of 
the people plucked vp by the rooles in one place, and fei 
againe in an other place. Wherein was had regard 
and confidcration, not of plenty, but of commodious 
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carriage, that wood and ttmber might be nigh»' to the 
fea, cw the riuere, or, ye cities. For it is leffe labourc 
anci bulinefle to carri grayne farre by land, than wood. 

(The people be gentle, merie, quicke, and fynt- witted, 
delitinge in quietnes, and when nede requirelh, hable 
to abide and fiiSer much bodclie laboure. Els they 
be not greatly defirous and (ond of it : but in the exer- 
dfe and (ludie of the mind they be ceuer wery. When 
Till YtiiiD. of they had herd me fpeak of ye greke litera- 
ihegnLeiDBCc t„rg Q^ [eming (for in latin there was nothV 
ing that 1 thought they would greatly alow, befides^ 
hifloriens and Poetcs) they made wondeifiill eamette 
and importunate fute vnto me that I would teach and 
inftructe them in that tonge and leaminge. I beganne 
therfore to reade vnlo them, at the firft tnielie more 
bicaufe I would not feme to refufe the laboure, then 
that I hooped that they would any thing profile therein. 
But when I had gone forward a litle, I perceaued in- 
conlinente by their dilig'ence, that my 
y~ m^ma la Itti- Uboure fiiould not be bellowed in vaine. 
njngt in tht YoT they beran fo eafelie to fafhion their 
letters.foplamlie to pronounce the woordes, 
fo quickelie to leame by hearte, and fo fuerlie to roH 
hearfe the fame, that I maruailed at it fauioge thati 
the mofl parte of them were fine, and 
chofeo wittes and of ripe age, piked oute 
of the companie of the learned men, whiche 
not onelie of their owne free and voluntarie 
will, but alfo by the com maun demente of 
the counfell, vndertoke to leame this langage. There- 
fore in leffe then thre yeres fpace there was nothing in 
the Greke tonge that they lacked. They were hable 
to rede good authors withoute anie ilaye, if the booke 
were not falfe. This kynde of leaminge, as I fuppofe, 
they toke fo muche the fooner, bycaufe, it is fumwhat 
allyaunte to them. For I thinke that this nation tooke 
their beginninge of the Grekes, bicaufe their fpeche, 
which in a! other poyntes Is not much vnlyke the 
I'erfian tonge, kepeth dr'ers figne.s and tokens of the 
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grekelangage in thennniesof tlieircityes, ajidof theire 
maginrales. They haue of me (Tor when I was deter- 
myned lo entre into my. iiii. voyage, I cade into the 
(hippe in the dearie of marchandife a prety fardel of 
bookes, bycaufe I intended to come againe rather 
aeuer, than fliortly) they haue, I faye, of me the mode 
parte of Flatoes workes, more of Aridotles, alfo 
Theophraftus of plantes, but in diners places (which I 
arn forye for) vnperfecte. For whiles we were a Ihip- 
borde, a marmofet chaiinced vpon the booke, as it was 
negligenllye layde by, which wantonlye playinge there- 
wyth ])lucked cute certeyne leaues, and toore them in 
pieces. Of them that haue wrytten the grammer, they 
haue onelye Lafcaris. For Tlic-odorus I caried not 
wytli me, nor neuer a dictionayre, but Hefichius, and 
Diofcorides. They felt greale doore by Plutarches 
bookes. And they be delyted wyth Lucianes mery 
coDceytes and ieftes. Of the Poetes they haue Arido 
phanes, Homer, Euripides, and Sophocles in Aldus 
fmall prynte. Of the Hidorians they haue Thucidides, 
Herodotus, and Herodian. Alfo my companion, 
Tricius .\pinatus caried with him pliifick bokes, cer- 
tein fmal woorkes of Hippocrates and Galenes Micro- 
techne. The whyche boke they haue in greate edi- 
mation. For thoughe there be almod no nation vnder 
heauen that hath lede nede of Phificke 
then they, yet this notwithdandynp, 
Phificke is no where in greater honour. 
Bycaufe they counte the knowledge of it among the 
goodlyede, and mod profytable partes of Philofophie. 
Forwhylesthey bythe helpe of this Philofophie fearche 
ouie the fecrete myderyes of nature, they thinke them- 
felfes to receaue therby not onlye wonderfuU greate 
pleafure, but alfo to obteine great thankcs and fauour 
of the autour and maker therof. Whome they thinke 
according to ye fad'ion of other artificers, -^^ conicm- 
lo haue fet furth the maruelotis and gor- pbdon of bi. 
gious frame of the world for man with great ""' 
affeccion intentiuely to beholde. \Vhom only he hath 
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ma/le of witte, and capacitie to conlidre am) vnder- 
iUnd the excellendc of fo great a woork. And there- 
fgie he beareth (fay they) more goodwil and loue to 
the cunous and diligent beholder and vewer of his 
wooric and manieloui at the iaiae, then he doth to 
him, which Uke a very bmtc beaJle ivilhout vitte and 
leafon, or as one without fcnfe or mouing, hathe no 
regarde to foo greate and foo wondertuU a fpectade. 
The wittes therefore of the Utopians inurede and exer- 
cifed in leamynge, be inanieilous quycke in the inuen- 
don of feates helpinge annye thinge to the aduantage 
and wealthe of lySe. Howbeit ii. feates theye maye 
thanke vs for. That is, the fcyence of imprinting, and 
the crafte of makinge paper. And yet not onelye vs 
but chiefelye and phncipallye themfeifes. 

For when we (he^vede to them Aldus his ptint in 
booVes of paper, and told them of the lluffe wherof 
pajjer is made, and of the feate of grauiiig lettere, 
fpeaking fumwhal more, then we colde plainlye declare 
{for there was none of vs. that knewe perfectlye either 
the one or the other) they furthwith very wittely con- 
jectured the thinge. And where as before they wrote 
onely in (Idnnes, in barkes of trj-es, and in rides, nowe 
they haue attempted to make paper, and to imprint 
letters. And thoughe at the firft yt proued not all of 
the belle, yet by often aflayinge the fame they fiiortelye 
got the feate of bothe. And haue fo broughte the 
matter aboiite, that yf they had copyes of Greeke 
auihores, they coulde lacke no bookes. But nowe 
they haue no moore, then I rehearfed before, lauinge 
that by pryntynge of bookes they haue multiplyed and 
increaied the fame into manye thoufandes of copies. 
Whofoeuer cummethe thether to fee the lande, beiiige 
excellent in anye gifte o wytte, or througpije rauche 
and longe ioumienge wel experienied and fene in the 
knoweledg[e]of manycountreies fforthewhyche caufe 
wee were very welcome to them) him they receyue and 
. interteync wonders gentilly, and louinglye. For they 
* I haue dclite to heare what is done in euerye lande, 
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howbeit verye fewe merchaunte men cotne ihelher. 

For what flioulde they bring thether, onles it were Iron, 

or els gold and filuer, whiche they hatlde rather carrye 

home agayue ? Alfo fuch thmgcs as are to be caryed 

oute of theire lande, they thinks it more wyfedome 

to carry that gere furthe themfelfes, then that other 

(houlde come thether to fetche it, 

toth[e]ententetheymaye thebet- 

ter knowe the out landes on 

euerye fyde of them, and 

kepe in vre the feate 

and knowledge 

of failinge. 
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Hey neither make bondemen of prifoners 
takeninbattayle, onelesitbe a m^miei^u. 
in battaylle that they foughte *qmtieof 
them felfes, nor of bondmens "^"""'^ 
children, nor to be (hort, of anye fuche as 
th^ canne gette oute of foneine countries, though he 
were theire a bondman. But either fuche, as amonge 
themfelfes for heinous offences be punylhed with bond- 
age, or elles fuche, as in the Cities of other landes for 
great trefpalTes be conderapned to deathe. And of 
this fort of bondemen they haue mooile (loore. 

For manye of them they bringe home fumtimes pay- 
inge very lytle for them, yea moofte commonlye getl- 
ynge them for gramercye. Thefe fortes of bondemen 
ihey kepe not onely in continual woorke and labour, 
but alfo in bandes. But tlielr oune men they handle 
hardefl. whom they ludge more defperate, and to haue 
d^feiued greater puniflhemente, bycaufe they being (a 
godlye broughte vp to vertue in foo excelente a conv 
mon wealth, could not for all that be refreined from 



Ill 



Iir atconVc bookt 



mifdoing. An other kinde of bondemen they haae, 
when a vile drudge being a poore laborer in an other 
countwy doth cliucfc of his owne free wyll to be a. 
bondman among them. Thefe they intreate and 
order honefUy, and enterteine almofle aa gentellye, as 
thcirc owne free cytyieins, fauynge that they put them 
to a. lyttle more laboure, as thereto acoiftomed. Yf 
anaye fuche, be difpofed to depatte thens (whiche fel- 
dome is feene) they neither holde him againfle his 
udhdii iii>t wyll, neither fende him away with emptye 
u tidie handes. The fycke (as 1 Ikyde) they fee to 

with great affection, and lette nothing at ai paife con- 
tremingvcithctPhifycke or good diete, whereby they may 
be refliTcil :ii;nine to their health. Such as be ficke of 
ioaimblc difcales ihcy coraforte with fittmge by them, 
with talkingc with Ihem, and to be ihorte with all 
mtuiei of hclpcs that may be. But yf the difeafe be 
not onclyc vncunible, but alfo full of contynuall payne 
and anguithc ; then the priefles and the magiftrates 
exhort Ihc man, fcinye he is not hable to doo anye 
dewlye of lytfe, and by ouerlyuinge his owne deathe ia 
iioyfome and irkefome to other, and greuous to him- 
fclfe ; that he wyl determine with himfelfe no longer to 
cheryfhc tli;it j^cilileol aod peincfiil difeafe. And feinge 
his Ivfe is to him but a lorroenf, that he wyl not bee 
vnivillingc to dye. Inil rather Like a good hope to him, 
Vsiiinury* and either dilpatche himfelfe out of that 
*""* payncful lyfl'e, as out of a prifon, oraracke 

of tonnente, or clles fuffiT himfelfe wyllinglye to be 
rytldc ontc of it by other. And in fo doinge they 
lell him he fhail doo wyfely, feing by his deathe he 
fhall lofe no comnioditye. but ende his payne. And 
bycaufe in that actc he (hall foilon-e the coimfel of the 
[iryeftcs. th.it is to faye. of the interpreters of goddes 
wyll and plcafure, they ihewe him that he lliall do iyke 
a godly and a vertuous man. They that be thus per- 
(badcd, finyflic theirc lines willjTiglye, either with 
hunger, or ell« dye in theirc fieape without anye feal- 
ing of deaths But ihcv caufe none fuche to dye 



^ 



I 



I 



Of wedlocks 



agaynfle his wjll, nor they vfe no lelTe dilygence and 
attendaunce aboute him : beleuinge this to be an 
honorable deathe. Elles he that killeth himfelf before 
that the piyeiles and the counfel haue allowed the 
caufe of his deathe, him as vnworthy either to be 
buryed, or with fier to be conruroed, they cafle vn- 
buried into fome flinkinge marrifli The 
woman is not maried before fhe be xviii. 
yeres olde. The man iiij yeres elder before he marye. 
If either the man or the woman be proiied to haue 
actually offended before theire marriage, with an other, 
the partye that fo hathe trefpacedis fharpelye punifhed. 
And bothe the offenders be forbidden euer after in al 
theire lyfe to marrye : oneles the faulte be forgeuen by 
the princes pardone. But bothe the good man and 
the good wyfe of the houfe, where (hat offenfe was 
committed as beinge flacke and neglygent in lokinge 
to theire chardge,be in daunger of greate reproche and 
infamye. That offenfe is fo (harpely punyflied, bicaufe 
they perceaue, that onles they be dJIigentlye kepte from 
the libertye of this vice, fewe wyll ioyne together in 
the loue of marriage, wherein al! the lyfe mufl be led 
with one, and alfo all the griefes and difpleafures com 
ming therewith paciently be taken and borne. Fur- 
thermore in chuefmge wyfes and huibandes they ob- 
ferue eameflly and flraytelye a cuffome, whiche femed 
to vs very fonde and folyfhe. For a &d 
and an honed matrone fheweth the woman, 31^" fimaily. 
be (he mayde or widdowe, naked to the ']|!J!Ji'"" 
wower. And lykewyfe a fage and difcrete ^^*^ 
man exhibyteth the wower naked to the woman. At 
this cuflome we laughed, and difalowed it as foohftie. 
But they on the other parte doo greatlye wonder at the 
follye of al other nations, whyche in byinge a colte, 
whereas a lytic money is in hafarde, be fo chaiye and 
circomfpecte, that thoughe he be almofte all bare, yet 
they wyll not bye hym, oneles the faddel and al! the 
harni^ics be taken of, leafle vnderthofe couerynges be 
hydde. fom galle or foore. And yet in chuefinge a wyfe. 
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wtayche fhalbe eithec pleafure, or difpleafnre to them 
all theire lyfe after, they be fo recheles, that al the 
refydewe of the woomans bodye beinge coitered with 
cloothes, they eftenie her fcafelye be one handebredeth 
(for they can fe no more but her face) and fo to loyne 
her to them not without greate leoperdye of euel 
agrdnge together, yf any thing in her body afterward 
ihould chaunce of offend and myflyke them. 

For all men be not fo wyfe, as to haue refpecte to 
the vertuous conditions of the partie. And the en- 
dowmenies of the bodye caufe the vertues of the 
rainde more to be eftemed and regarded: yea euen 
in the mariages of wyfe men. Vereiy fo foule defor- 
mitie maye be hydde vnder thofe coueringes, that it 
maye quite alienate and take awaye the mans mynde 
from his wyfe, when it (ha! not be lawfiil for theire 
bodies to be feparate agayne. If fuche deformitie 
happenbyanychaunce after theraariage is confummate 
and finyftied, wel, there is no remedie but patience. 
Euery man mufte take his fortune wel a worthe. But 
it were wel done that a lawe were made wherebye all 
fuche deceytes myghte be efchewed, and aduoyded be- 
fore haude. , ■ 

And this were they conllreyned more eamelllye to " 
looke vpon, becaufe they onlye of the nations in that 
parte of the worlde bee contente euerye man with 
one wyfe a piece. And matrymoneie is there neuer 
broken, but by death : excepte adulterye hreake the 
H^y ( bonde, or els the intollerabJe wayewarde raaners of 
Ky' either partye. For if either of them finde 

^ "'" themfelfe for any fuch caufe greued i they 

H maye by the licenfe of the counfel chaunge and take 

H another. But the other partie lyueth euer after in iii- 

H famye, and out of wedlocke. Howbeit the hufbande 

H to put away his wife for no other faulte, but for that 

H fome myfhappe is fallen to her bodye, this by no 

H meanes they wyll fuffre. For they iudge it a great 

H poynt of cnieJtie, that anye body in their mode cede 
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and that olde age, whych both bringelh ficknes with 
it, and is a fyckenes it felfe, (hould vnkindly and vn- 
fejthfuUye be delte withail. But nuwe and then it 
chaujifeth, where as the man and the woman cannot 
well agree b<;tw[e]ne themfeifes, both of them fyndinge 
other, with whorae they hope to lyue more quietlye and 
merylye, that they by ths full confente of them bothe 
be diuorfed a fonder and maricd againe to other. But 
that not without the aulhoririe of the counfell. Whiche 
agreeth to no diuorfes, before they and their wyfea 
haue diligently tried and examyned the matter. Yea 
and then alfo they be lothe to confent to it, bycaufe 
they know this to be the next way to break loue be- 
twene man and wyfe, to be in eafye hope of a new 
mariage. Breakers of wedlocke be punyihed with 
moofle greuous bondage. And if both the offenders 
were maried, then the parties whiche in that behalfe 
haue fufferede wrong, beinge diuorfed from the auou- 
trers, be maried together, if they wille, or els to whom 
they lufl. But if either of them both do flyl continewe 
in loue towarde fo vnkinde a bedfellowe, the vfe of 
wedlocke is not to them forbidden, if the partye faulte- 
les be difpofed to foUowe in toylinge and dnidgerye 
Ihe perfon, which for that offence is condempned to 
bondage. And very ofte it chaunceth that the repen- 
taunce of the one, and the eamefle diligence of the 
othw, dothe fo moue the prince with pytie and compas- 
fion, that he retlorelh the bonde perfone from feruitude 
to libertie and fredom again. But if the fame partie 
be taken eftfones in that faulte, there is no other waye 
but death. To other tiefpaces no prefcript puniib- 
mente is appoynted by anye iawe. But 
accordinge to the heynoufenes of the of- ofpiwfsw'n* 
fenfe, or contrarye, fo the punifhemente is 5?"= '." ">' 
moderated by the difcretion of the coun- the magistra. 
fell. The huibandes chaflice theire wyfes: '"■ 
and the parentes theire children, oneles they haue done 
anye fo horryble an offenfe, that the open punyfhe- 
mente thereof maketh muche for the aduauncemente- 
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of honellc manere. But moile commenlye the mode 
heynous faultes be punyfhed with the incommoditie of 
bondage. For tlia! they fuppofe to be to the offenders 
no leiTe griefe, ana to the common wealth more pro- 
fit, then yf they ihould hallely put them to death, and 
fo make them quite out of the waye. For there cum- 
meth more profit of theire laboure, then of theire 
deathe, and by theire example they feare other the 
longer from lyke offenfes. But if they beinge thus 
vfed, doo rebell and kicke againe, then forfothe they 
be ilayne as defperate and wilde beafles, whom neither 
prifon nor chaine coulde reftraine and kepe vnder. But 
they, whiche take theire bondage pacientlye, be not 
lefts all hopeles. For after they haue bene broken 
and tamed with long miferies, if then thei (hewe fudi 
repentaunce, as therebye it raaye bee perceaued that 
they be foryer for theire offenfe then for their punyihe- 
mente ; fumtymes by the Prynces prerogatjfue, and 
fumtymes by the voyce and confent of the people, 
theire bondage either is mitigated, or els cleane re- 
leafed and forgeuen. He that moueth to 
aduoutreye is in no lelTe daunger and ieo- 
perdie, then yf he hadde committed ad- 
uoutrye in dede. For in all offenfes they counte the 
intente and pretenfed purpofe as euel, as the acte or 
dede it felfe, thinking that no lette oughte to excufe 
him, that did liis belle to haue no lette. Tliey haue 
{inguiar delite and pleafure in foles. And as it is a 
greate reproche to do annyeof themhurte 
or iniury, fo they prohibite not to take 
pleafure of foolyihnes. For that, they 
thinke, dothe muche good to the fooles. And if any 
man be fo (adde, and ileme, that he cannot laughe 
neither at their wordes, nor at their dedes, none of 
them be committed to his tuition : for feare lead he 
wonid not intieate them gentiliy and fauorably enough :.H 
to whom they fhould brynge no delectation {for otherB 
goodnes in them is none) nmche lefle anye proffite" 
ihoulde they yelde him. To mocke a man for hjs i 
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fonnitie, or for that he lacketh anye parte or lymme 0/ 
his bodye, is counted greate diihoneftye and reproche, 
not to him that is mocked, but to him that mocketh. 
Which vn^vyfely doth imbrayde anye man o( that aa a 
vice, that was not in his powre to efchewe. Alfo as 
they counte and reken verye little witte to be in him, 
that regardeth not naturall bewtie and comlinelte, fo 
to helpe the fame with payntingcs, is taken 
for a vaine and a wanton pride, not with- gwi^urfsiK 
oute greale infamie. For they knowe euen 
by very experience, that no comelinefTe of bewlye 
doethe fo hyghelye commende and auaunce the wiues 
in the conceite of their hulbandes, as honed condi- 
tions and lowlines. For as lone is oftentimes wunne 
with bewty, fo it is not kept, prefemed, and continued, 
but by vertue and obedience. They do ^^^^^^^ 
not onely feare their people from doyng shfd'n''dvK- 
cuil by punilhmeiites, but alio allure them '"= """d'^'i 
to verttie with rewardes of honoure. Therfore they 
fet vp in tlie markette place the ymages of notable 
men, and of fuch as haue bene great and bounteful 
benefactors to the commen wealth, for ye perpetual 
memorie of their good actes : and alfo that the glory 
and renowme of the auncetors maye flyrre and pro- 
uoke their pofteritie to vertue. He that 
inordinatly and ambitioufly defireth pro- V^i^^'ciT" 
motions, is left al hopeles for euer attein- """" condon- 
ing any promotion as long as he liueth. 
They lyue together louinglye. For no magiflrate is 
cythet hawte ot fearfuli. Fathers they be called, and 
lyke fathers they vfe themfelues. The citezens (as it 
is their dewtie) wjllynglye exhlbite vnto 
them dew honour without any compulfion. M«P""t« 
Nor the pnnce himfelfe is not knowen 
from the other by princely apparell, or a robe of flate, 
nor by a crown or diaderae roial, or cap of maiotcu- 
aunce, but by a litle Ihetfe of come caried before 
him. And fo a taper of wax is borne before ye bifliop, 
wherby onely he is knowen. They haue but few 
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Fewe hva. lawes. For to people fo infljucte and it 
(litute very fewe do fiiffice. Yea this thing they' 
chiefely reproue among other nations, that inniimer- 
abie bokes of lawes and expofitions vpon the fame be 
not fufficient. But they think it againft all right and 
iuftice tflat men (houlde be bound to thofe lawes, 
which either be in number mo then be hable to be 
read, or els blinder and darker, then that anye man 
can well vnderflande them. Furthermore 
they vtterlie exclude and banifhe all at- 
tomeis, proctours, and fergcauntes at the 
lawe : whiche craftelye handell matters, and fubtelly 
difpute of the lawes. For they thinke it mofle meete, 
thai euery man fiiould pleade his own matter, and tel 
the fame tale before the iudge that he wold tell to his 
man of law. So (hal there be leiTe circumftaunce of 
wordes, and the trueth Ihall foner come to light, whiles 
the indge with a difcrele iudgement doeth waye the 
woordes of him, whom no lawyer hath indructe with 
deceit, and whiles he helpeth and beaxeth out ftmple 
wittes againft the lalfe and malicious circuniuentions 
of craftie children. This is haide to be obferued in 
other countreis, in fo infinitie a number of blinde and 
intricate lawes. But in Utopia euery man is a cunning 
lawier. For (as I faid) they haoe very few lawes t and 
the plainer and grofTer that anye interpretation is : 
that they allcwe as mofl iufle. For all 
lawes (faie they) be made and publyfhed 
onely to the intente, that by tliem euery 
man (houlde be put in remembraunce of his dewtie,^^ 
But the craftye and fubtill interpretation of them (fotas-^B 
muche as few can atteyne thereto) canne put verye fewe^ 
in that remembraunce, where as the Ample, the plaine, 
and groffe meaninge of the lawes is open to euerye man. 
Elles as touchinge the vulgare fort of the people^ 
whiche be bothe moofte in number, and haue mofle 
nede to knowe their dewties, were it not as good for 
tliem, that no law were made at all, as when it is made, 
to bringe fo lilynde an interpretation vpon it, that 
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«-ithout greale witte and longe arguyiige no man can 
difcufle it? To the fyndynge cute whereof neyther 
the grofle iudgement ot the people can attaine, neilher 
the whole life of them that be occupied in woorkmge 
for their liuynges, canne fufRce thereto. Thefe vertues 

fof the Utopians haue caufed their nexle neiboures and 
borderers, whiche Hue fre and vnder no fubiection (for 
ihe Utopians longe ago, haue deliuered manye of thent 
from tirannie) to take magidrates of them, fome for a 
yeare, and fome for tiue yeares fpace. Which wheri 
the tyme of their office is expired, they bringe home 
againe with honoure and praife, and take new 
againe with them into their countrey. Thefe nations 
haue vTidoubtedlye very well and holforaely prouided 
for their common wealthes. For feynge that bothe 
the makinge and marringe of the weale publique, 

^doeth depende and hange vpon the maners of the, 
jlers and magiilrates, what officers coulde they more ■ 

'ivyfelye haue chofen, then thofe which can not be 
ledde from honeftye by bribes (for to them that (hortly 
afier fbal depart thens into their own countrey money 
(hould be vnprofitable) nor yet be moued eyther with 
fauoure, or malice lowardes any man, as beyng flraun 
gers, and vna[c]q\iainted with the people? The whiche 
tivo vices of affection and auarice, where they take 
place in iudgementes, incontinente they breake iuRice, 
the flrongefl and fuerell bonde of a common wealth 
Thefe peoples whiche fetche their officers and rulers 
from them, the Utopians cal their fellowes. And othei 
to whome they haue bene benefidall, they call their 
frendes. As touching leagues, which in 
otherplaces betwene countrey and countrey e=8u«. 
be fo ofte concluded, broken, and renewed, they neue. 
make none with anie nation. For to what ptirpofe 
fenie leagues, fay they? As thoughe nature had not fet 
fufficient !oue betwene man and man. And who fo 
regardeih not nature, thinke you that he will paffe for 
wordes ? They be brought into this opinion chiefelye, 
becaufe that in thofe partes of the worlde, leagues be- 
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with manybandeSibycaufe it ftall not run airouers. The 
other a princelye vertue.whichlikeasitisof nnichhygh- 
ermaieilie.thenlheoliierporeiuflicejfoalfoitisof muche 
morelibertie.aslothewhichnothmgisvnlawfQllihatitlns- 
teih after. There maners of prLnces(as I Jaidjwhiche be 
there fo euell kepers of leagues, caufe the Utopians, as I 
fuppofe,lomakenoleagueBatal,vvhichperchaunce would 
chaunge their minde if they liued here. Howbeit they 
thinke that thoughe leagues be neuer fo faithfuUye obfer- 
Ued and kepte, yet the cuflome of makynge leagues was 
very euell begon. For this caufeth men (as though 
nations which be feperat a fondre, by ye fpace of a 
litle hil or a riuer, were coupled together by no focietie 
or bonde of nature) to thinke themfelues borne adu*- 
(aries and enemies one to an other, and that it wet's 
lawfuH for the one to feke the death and dedruction 
of the other, if leagues were not : yea, and that aftCr 
ye leagues be accorded, frendfhip doth not grow and 
encrefe ; But the licence of robbing and dealing doth 
ilyU remaine, as farfurth as for lack of forfight and ad- 
uifement in writing the wordes of the league, any fen- 
^- lence or claufe to the contrarie is not therin fufficientlie 
^1 comprehended. But I h ey be of a contrary e opinion. That 
^^ •>, that no man oughte to be counted an enemye, whiche 
hath done no iniurye. And that the felowlhippe of na- 

ta ftrooge lea^e : and that men be better and more 
furely knit logethers by loue and 
beneuolence, then by couenauntes 
of leagues : by hartie affec- 
tion of minde, then 
by wordes. 

\rre or battel as a thing very beaflly, and 
yet lo no kinde of beatles in fo rauche 
vfe as to man, they do deleft and abhone. 
And contrarie to the cuftome almoolle of 
all other nations, they counte nothynge 
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fo muche againft glorie, as gloiy gotten ii 
And therefore thoughe they do daylie practife and ex- 
ercife tlicmfelues in the difcipline of ivarre, and nol 
onelie the men, but alfo tlie women vpon certen ap- 
pointed daies, left they (hould be lo feke in the feate 
of armss, if nede fliould require, yet they neuer go to 
battel!, but either ia the defence of their owne coun- 
trey, or to driue out of their frendes lande the enemies 
that haue inuaded it, or by their power to deliuer from 
the yocke and bondage of tirannye forae people, that 
be thereivith opprefled. ^Vhich thing they do of 
mcere pitie and compafllon. Howbeit they fende 
helpe to their frendes, not euer in their defence. But 
fometymes alfo to requite and reuenge iniuries before 
to them done. But this they do not onlelTe their 
counfell and aduife in the matter be afked, while« 
it is yet newe and freihe. For if they finde the caufe 
probable, and if the contrarie part ivil not refloore 
agaynefuche thyngesasbe of themiuftelyedemaunded, 
then they be the chiefe autours and makers of the 
warre. Whiche they do not onlie as ofte as by in- 
rodes and inuafions of foldiours praies and booties be 
driuen awaye, but then aUb muche more mortally, 

when their frendes marchauntes in anie lande, either 

vnder the pretence of vniulle lawes, or elles by thofl 
nTcilinge and wronge vnderftandinge of good lawes,™ 
do fufteine an vniuft accufation vnder the colour of 
iuAice. Neither the battell whiche the Utopians fought 
for the Nephelogetes againfl the Alaopolitajies a !itle 
before oure time was made for any other caufe, but 
that the Nephelogete marchaunt men, as the Utopians 
thought, fuftred wrong of the Alaopolitanes, vnder the 
pretence of righte. But whether it were righte or 
uTonge, it was with fo cruel and mortal warre reuenged, 
the countreis rounde about ioyninge their helpe and 
powre to the purlaunce and uialice of bothe parlies, 
that mofte florithing and wealthy peoples, being fome 
of them ftirewedly fhaken, and feme of them Iharpely 
beaten, tlie mifcheues wer not finifhed nor ended, vn- 
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lil the Alaopolitanes, at Ihe lad were yelded vp as 
bondemen into the iurifdiction of the Nephelogetes. 
For the Utopians fought not this war for thenifelues. 
And yet the Nephelogetes before the wane, when the 
Alaopolitanes flouriflied in wealth, wer nothing to be 
compared with them. So egerlye the Utopians pro- 
fequute the iniuries done to their frendes : yea, in 
money matters, and not their owne likewife. For if 
they by coueyne or gile be wiped befide their y;oodes, 
fo that no violence be done to their bodies, they 
wreake theii anger byabfteininge from occupieng with 
that nation, vntil they haue made fatiffaction. Not 
forbicaufe they fet leffe (loore by their owne citizeins, 
then by their frendes ; but that they take the lofle of 
their frendes money more heuelie then ye lofle of their 
own. Bicaufe that their frendes marchaunte men, for- 
afmuche as that they leife is their own priuate goods, 
fufleine great dammage by the loffe. But their owne 
citizeyns leife nothing but of the commen goods, and 
of that whiche was at home plentifull and alnioft 
fuperfluous, els had it not bene fent furth. Therfore 
no man feleth the lofle. And for this caufe they 
thinke it to cruell an acte, to reuenge that lofle with 
the deathe of manie, the incommoditie of the which 
lofle no man feeleth neither in his lyfe, nor yet in 
his lining. But if it chaunce that any of their men 
in any other countrey be maimed or killed, whe- 
ther it be done by a commen or a priiiate counfel, 
knowj'ng and trying out the trueth of the matter by 
their arabafladours, onlefle the offenders be ren- 
dered vnto ihem in recompence of the iniurie, they 
will not be appeafed : but incontinent they proclaime 
warre againfl. them. The offenders yelded, they pun- 
iflie either with death, or with bondage. They be not 
only fory, but alfo afhamed to atchieue the victorie with 
bloudlhed, counting it greate fohe to bie vktoriedcM 
precious wares to dere. They reioyfe and iMugtL 
auannt themfeliies, if they vanquiflie and oppreffe their 
enemies by craft and deceite. And for that act they 
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make a gencrall triaraph, and as yf die matter wue 
manfiillye handeled, they fet vp a pyller of flooe in the 
place where they fo vasquifbcd ibcir enemies, to token 
of the victorie. For then they glonc, then they boallc. 
and craclte that they haue plaied the men in deedc. 
when they haue fo ouercommen, as no other lining 
creature but onely man couJd : that is to faye, by the 
by the mighte and puiCitiDce of wit For with bodily 
llrength (fay they) beafes, lions, boores, wulfcs, dogges, 
and other wild beafles do tighL And as the mode 
part of them do pafTe vs in Aiength and fierce courage, 
fo in wit and reafon we be much (Ironger then they alL 
Their chief and principal! piirpofe in wane, is to ob 
teine that thynge, whiche if they had before obteined, 
they woulde not haue moued battelL But if that be 
not pollible, they take fo cniell vengeaunce of diem 
whiche be in the faulte, that euer after they be afeide 
to do the like. This is their chiefe and prindpall in- 
tent, whiche they immediathe and tirfl of al profe- 
quute, and fetforwarde. But yet fo, that th^ be mote 
circuinfpecte, in auoidmge and efchewynge ieopardies, 
then they be delierous of praj-fe and renowne. There- 
fore immediatlye after that warre is ones foIeinneUe de- 
nounced, they procure many proclamations figned with 
their owne commen feale to be fet vp priuiLe at one 
time in their enemies lande, in places mode fiequented. 
In ihefe proclamations they promiffe greate rewardes 
to hym that will kill their enemies prince, and fome 
what leffe giftcs, but them verj-e greate alfo, for eueiye 
heade of them, whofe names be in the tide proclama- 
tions contcyned- They be thofe whom they count their 
KhiefeacIuerfaries,oe)itvntotheptince. Whatfoeuerispre- 
fcriUrd viiio him that kiiJeth any of the proclaimed per- 
fatu.that is dubled to him that bringeth anye of the fame 
to tliem aliue : yea, and to the proclaimed perfones 
thcmfclucs, if they wil chaunge their mindes, and come 
into ihcm, taking their partes, they profer the lame 
Creiilr rewardes with pardone, and fuertie of their lines. 
^'lictcfore it quickely cotnmeth to paife thai their ene- 
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mies haue all other men in fufpicion, and be vnfaith- 
full, and millrufling among themfelues one to another, 
liuing in great feare, and in no lefle ieopardie. For il 
is well knowen, that diners times the mofl part of them 
(and fpeciallie the prince him felfe) hathe bene betraied 
of them, in whom they put their mofle hope and trull. 
So that there is no raaner of act nor dede that giftes 
and rewardes do not enforce men vnto. And in re- 
wardes they kepe no raeafure. But remembring and 
confidering into how great hafarde and ieopardie they 
cal them, endeuoure themfelues to recompence the 
greatnes of the daunger mth like great benefites. And 
therefore they promife not only wonderful greate abun- 
daunce of golde, but alfo landes of greate reuenues 
lieng in mod faffe places among theire frendes. And 
theire promiffes they perfounne faythfully withoute 
arniye fraude or couyne. This cuftorae of byinge\ 
and fellynge aduerfaiyes among other people is dyfal- 
lowed, as a cruel acte of a baffe and a cowardyfhe 
mynde. .But they in this behalfe thinke themfelfes 
muche prayfe woorthy, as who lyke wyfe men by this 
meanes difpatche greate warres withoute anny battell or 
fkyrmylhe. Yea they counte it alfo a dede of pytye 
and raercye, bicaufe that by the deatheof a fewe offen- 
ders the lyues of a greate nurabre of innocentes, afwel 
of theire oune men as alfo of theire enemies be raun- 
fomed and faued, which in fighting ihouJrie haue bene 
(leane. For they doo no lefle pytye the baffe and 
coremioo forte of theire enemies people, then they doo 
theire ownet knowing yat they be driuen and enforced 
to warre againfte their willes by the furyous madiies of 
theire princes and heades. Yf by none of thefe meanes 
the matter goo forwarde, as they woulde haue it, then 
they procure occayfons of debate, and diflention to be 
fpredde amonge theire enemies. As by bringinge the 
princes brother, or fome of the noble men in hoope to 
oblayne the kingedome. Yf this waye preuaylc not, 
then they reyfe vp the people that be ncxte neyghe- 
iMures and borderen> to theire enemyes, and them they 
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felte in theire neckes vnder the coloure of fome olde 
tylle of ryghte, fuch as kynges doo neuer lacke. To 
them they proniyffe theire helpe and ayde in theire 
. warre. And as for moneye they gyue them abund- 
aunce. But of theire owne cytyzeins they fende to 
"them fewe or none. UTiome they make fo much of, 
and loue fo intierlye, that they would not be willing to 
chaunge anye of them for their aduerikries prince. But 
their gold and filuer, bycaufe they kepe it all for thys 
only purpofe, they laye it owte frankly and frely: as 
who fhoulde lyue euen as wealthely, if they hadde be- 
llowed it euerye pennye. Yea and befydes theire 
lyches, whyche ihey kepe at home, thei haue alfo an 
infinite treafure abrode, by reafon that (as I (ayde be- 
fore) manye nations be in their debte. Therefore they 
liiere foldiours oate of all countreis and fende them 
to battayle, but cheifly of the zapoletes. This people 
is. joo. myles from Utopia eaflewarde. They be hide- 
ous, (auage, and fyerce, dwellynge in wild woodes and 
high mountaines, where they were bredde and brouglit 
vp. They be of an harde nature, hable to abide and 
fufleine heate, colde, and labour, abhorrynge from aJl 
delicate deintyes, occupyenge no hufbandrye nor tyll- 
age of the ground, homelye and rude both in buildinge 
of their houfes and in their apparrel, geuen vnto 
no goodnes, but onely to the breedinge and bring- 
ynge vp of catte!. The mofte parte of theire lyuinge 
is by hunlynge and (lealynge. They be borne one- 
lye to warre, whyche they diligently e and ear- 
neflelye feke for. And when they haue gotten it, 
they be wonders glad thereof. They goo furthe of 
theire countreye in greate companyes together, and 
who foeuer lackethe fouldyours, diere they proff-r 
theire feruice for fmall wages. This is onelye the 
crafle they haue to gette theire liuynge by. They 
maynteyne theire lyfe, by fekinge theire deatlie. For 
them whomewy til they be in waygesthey fyghtehardelye, 
fyerflye, and faythefuUye. But they bynde themfelfes 
for no certeyne tyme. But vpon this condition they 
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cntre into bondes, that the nexte daye they wyll take 
parte with the other fyde for greatter wayges, and the 
nexte daye after that, they wyll be readye to come 
backe agayne for a lytle more moneye. There be fewe 
warres thereawaye, wherein Is not a greate numbre of 
them in bothe partyes. Therefore it dayelye chaun- 
cethe that nye kynfefolke whyche were hiered together 
on one parte, and there veryefrendelye and familiarlye 
vfed theinfelfes one wytli another, fhortely after beinge 
feparate in contrarye partes, runne one againfle auolher 
enuyouflye and fyerceiye: and forgettingc botlie kindred 
and irendefhyppe, thnifle theire fwordes one in anotlier. 
And that for none other caufe, but that theybehyered 
of contraiye prynces for a lytle moneye. Whyclie they 
doo fo hyghlye regarde and eftearae, that ihey will 
eafelye be prouoked to chaunge partes for a holfe- 
penye more wayges by the daye. So quyckelye 
ihey haue taken a fmacke in couetefenes. Wliyche for 
all that is to them no proffyte. For that they getle by 
fyghtynge, immedyatelye they fpende vnthryttelye and 
wretchedlye in ryolte. This people fighteth for the 
Utopians agaynile all nations, bycaufe they geue them 
greatter wayges, then annye other nation wyll. For 
the Utopians lyke as they feke good men to vfe wel, 
fo they feke thefe eucll and vicious men to abufe. 
Whome, when neade requirethe, with promilfes of 
greate rewardes they putte forthe into great ieopardyes. 
From whens the raoofle parte of tfiem neuer cummeth 
againe to a(ke their rewardes. But to them that re- 
mainealiuetheypayeyatwhich they proraiffed faithfully, 
that they maye be the more willinge to put themfelfes 
in like daunger another time. Nor ye Utopianes palTe 
not how many of them they bring to detlruction. For 
they beleue yat they Ihould doo a verye good deade for 
all mankind, if they could ridde out of ye worlde all 
that fowle ftinking denne of that moll wicked and 
ciirfed people. Next vnto thies they vfe ye foldiours 
of them for whom they fighte. And then the helpe of 
their other frendes. And laJlc of all, thej* ioyne to 
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theire oune citizens. Emong wliorae they giue to oae 
of tried vertue and prowes the reule, goouemaunce, 
and conduction of tlie wliole anoye. Vnder him they 
appoynte ij. other, whyche, whyles he is lauffe, be 
bothe priuate and oute of offyce. But yf he be taken 
or flayne, the one of the other, ij. fuccedeth hym, as it 
were by inherytaunce. And if the feconde mifcanye, 
then the thirde taketh his rowme, lealle that {as the 
chaunce of battell is vncerteine and doubtful) the 
ieopardye or deathe of the capilaine fhoulde brynge 
the whole armye in hafarde. They cliuefe foldyours 
out of euery citye thofe, whych putte furthe themfelffes 
wyllyngelye. For they thrufte no man forthe into 
warre agaynfle his wyli. Bycaufe they beleue, yf 
annye man be fearefull and fainte harted of nature, he 
wyll not onelye doo no manfull and hardy acte hym 
felfe, but alfo be occayfon of cowardenes to his fellowes. 
But if annye battell be made agaynlle theire owne 
countreye, then they putt thefe cowardes {fo that they 
be (Ironge bodyed) in (hyppes amonge other bolde 
harted men. Or elles they dyfpofe them vpon the 
walles, from whens they maye not fiye. Thus what 
for fharae that theire enemies be at hande, and what 
for bycaufe they be without hope of runninge awaye, 
they forgette all feere. And manye times extreame 
neceffitye turnethe cowardnes into prowes and manly- 
nes. But as none of them is thrufl forthe of his coun- 
trey into warre againfte his wyll, fo women that be 
wyllynge to accompany theire hufbandes in times of 
wane be not prohibited or letted. Yea they prouoke 
and exhorte them to it with pniyfes. And in fet 
fylde the wyues doo flande euerye one by theire owne 
liufbandes fyde. Alfo euery man is compaffed next 
aboute with his owne children, kinlToIkes, and aliaunce. 
That they, whom nature chiefely moueth to mutual 
fuccoure, thus (landynge together, maye healpe one 
another. It is a great reproche, and difhonelly for the 
hulband to come home without his wiffe, or die wyffe 
withoute her hufbande, or the fonne without his father. 
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therfore if the other jjart (licVe fo harde by it, 
thai the battel come to their handes, it is fought with 
great flaughter and blodihed, euen to the vtter deftruc- 
tioD of both partes. For as they make all the meanes 
and (hyftes that maye be to kepe ihemfelfes from the 
necelTaye of fyghtinge, or that they may difpalche the 
battell by their hiered foldyours : fo when there is no 
remedy, but that they mulle neades fight themfelfes, 
they they do as corragiouflye fall to it, as before, whyles 
Ihey myght, they did wifelye auoyde and refufe it 
Nor they be not moll fierce at the firil bront But in 
^ continuaunce by Htle and lytle theire fierce courage 
H encreafeth, with fo flubbome and obflynate myndes, 
H (hat they wyll rather dye then gyue back an ynche. 
For that fuertye of lyuinjje, whiche euerye man hath 
3l horae beinge ioyned with noo carcfull anxictye or 
temembraunce how theire poUeritie Ihall lyue after 
ihem (for his penfifhes oftentymes breakethe and 
abateth couragious (lomakes) makeih them ilowte and 
hardye, and difdaineftil to be conquered. Moreouer 
theire knowledge in cheuairye and feates of armes 

■ putteth them in a good hope. Finally the wholefome 
and vertuous opinions, wherin they were brought vp 
cuen from theire chiidhode, partely through leamynge, 
and partiye throughe the good otdinaunces and lawea 
of theire weale publique augmente and encreafe theire 
manful! courage. By reafon whereof they neither fel fo 
litle Ilore by their liues, that they will raflhclye and vn- 
aduifedlye carte ihem away : nor they be not fo farre 
in lewde and fond loue therewith, that they will (hatne- 
fuliye couete to kepe them, when honeftie Th 
biddeth leaue them. When the battel is 
hottefl and in al places moft fierce and fer- 
uent, a beode of chofen and picked yong 
men, whiche be fwome to line and dye to- 
gethcrs, take vpon them to deAroye theire aduerfaries 
capitaine. Whome they inuade now with priuy wieles, 
now by open ilrength. At him they (Irike both nerc 
is affayled with a long and a con- 
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i tbfl fwiiMjiigc m tbe wend 
Aad frMfiT k cimncxd) (ooles he 
be bmt bpa&lCe b^ ArBig) tfasl he b not diher flayne, 
or cfe uka {nfancE, and yddcd to his enemies aliuc 
If Ifa^ wyapc Ite fydd^ Acf pcriecute not tfaeirc 
^i^Mcs mA Ae rioJt nge of flutter. For they 
had n&er tde Acs sBm, tken ^ diem. Neither 
Akj do fo faOow ibe dufe and ptnlbic of thdre 
rmr.^mt\ bM tbey lease hrtaarir dKm ooe paite of 
Aore hoAc m hat&Jc ax^yc vada iheb- flutdardes. 
fai fe ^BdK Atf if al lk« whole annie be difcumfeted 
sad oaeacvB 6bbk dK FCFCwanl^ and thAt ciiey there- 
wM ttdfaaeae Ae vkaoiT, Ibea thcj bed ruher lectc al 
tbcK caeBies fcjp^ Aoi to faOawe tbera oat of amy. 
For tbcT raacnbc^ il htfk cbaaaciBd vnto tfaemfelfts 
cnoBC ib^ oas: die whole powic aad flraagtfa of 
tfadr facAe bang vxaqobed aad put to flight, whiles 
tbdroiaHCs nJ o j ia g ai Ac victoiy haae pcrfecuted 
then flyiss faoic ooe way and (bmc aDotfaer, a finall 
cOB^tmye <d tbon men lying in an ambolbe; there 
ndyat all ocafitms, haac fadainc^ ryfeo vpoo ttieni 
dun iS^Kricd and fcaltcicd onle of snxy^ aad duoi^ 
IMCfinuptian of tiietf midiiili iBji jmufaiug dt^ r-hafr ; 
and haoe iia mlJiw iil i hiinii i1 diefortBaeof the whole 
batiayli : and ^iite of thor tetfacs wirflinge oute of 
tfaar bands tbc fare and Todonted victaiye, bdng a 
Bde before conqiiBcd, bane for thdr paite oooqaered 
die txaiqnaeis. It is haid to bj wludier diey be 

^■be bioe. You would Aii^ tb^ iotcsde to flye, 

^^nen Aey mease Dodmig lefle- And oootiaiye wyfe 

^^Hiea tb^ go about that pmpol^ yoo wold belnie 

^ft were the leaAe paitc of didr dto^iL For if they 

peiceaae dicmlidfcs ddiCT oocnnatcbed m numbre, or 

dofad in too nairowe a plao^ then they remooc their 

campe eidus in Ibe tugbt fealbo with fflenc^ or by 

Amu poifide they decease d>eire enemies, or in the 

^r time tbey retiere badce fo foftelye. that it is no 

j^e icopeidie to medle with them i^ea tfaeygcue 

^*cJkc; then wbea th^ pceefe oo. They fence and 
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(ortifie their campe fewerlye with a deape and a brode 
trcnche. The earth therof is caft inward. Nor they 
do not fet drudgeis and (laues a worke about il. It is 
doone by the handes of the fouldiours them felfes. All 
the whole armye worketh vpon it : excepte them that 
kepe watche and warde in harneis before the trenche for 
fodeine auentures. Therefore by the labour of fo manye 
a large trenche clofinge in a grcate compaffe of grounde 
is made in IciTe tyroe then anye man woulde beleue. 
Theire amioure or hameys, whiche they __ . 

. ■' ' rt ■ 1 heir arraour. 

weare, is fure and flrong to receaue lirokes, 
and handrome for ail mouinges and geflures of the 
bodye, infomuche that it is not vnweldye to fsvymnie 
in. For in the difcipline of theire warefare amonge 
other feates thei leame to fwimme in hames. Their 
weapons be arrowes aioufe : whyche they Ihote both 
ftrongely and furelye, not onelye fotemen, but alfo 
horfenien. At hande ftrokes they vfe not fwordes but 
pollaxes, whiche be mortall, afwel in (harpenes, as in 
weyghte, both for foynes and downe ftrokes. Engines 
for warre they deuyie and inuent wonders wittelye. 
Whiche when they be made tliey kepe verye fecrete, 
leaile j-f ihey (houlde be knowen before neade requyre, 
they (hould be but laughed at and ferue to no purpofe. 
Bnt in makynge them hereunto they haue chiefe re- 
fpecte, that they be both eafy to be caried, and hand- 
fome to be moued, and turned about ofinic« 
Truce taken with their enemies for a fhorte 
lime they do fo lirmelye and faythfullye keape, that 
they wyll not breake it : no not though they be there- 
unto prouoked. They doe not waile nor deAroye 
theire enemies lande with forraginges, nor they bume 
not vp their come. Yea, they faue it as rauche as 
may be from being ouerrunne and troden downe 
either with men or horfes, thinkinge that it growelhe 
for theire owne vfe and proffit. They hurt no man 
(hat is vnarmed, onles he be an efplall. All cities that 
be yelded vnto them, they defende. And fuche as 
they Wynne by force of affauUe, they neither difpoyie 
aor facke, but them that withftode and dyCfuaded iht 
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yddynge rp of the fame, they put to deaths, the otha 
" foalakxtis they punnyfhe with bondage. AH ihe 
weike multitude they leaue \iitouched. If they knowe 
that anaye dteieins couofelled to yealde and rendre 
v-p the cilie, to them they gj-ue parte of the condemned 
mens goods. The refydewe they diftribute and glue 
irelj-c amonge them, whofe helpe they had in fame 
warre. For none of them felfes taketh any portion of 
., the praye. But when the battaile is finiflied and ended, 
I they put theire frendes to neuer a penny code of al the 
■ rfiaiges that they were at, but laye it vpon theire 
iieckes that be conquered. Them they burdeine with the 
whole charge of theire expenfeis, whichethey demaunde 
■of them panelye In moneie to be kept for like vfe of 
battayll, and partelye in landes of greate reuenuea to he 
payde vnto them yearelye for euer. Suche reuenues 
they haue now in manye countreis. Whiche by lille ao ' 
litle ryfmge of dyuers and fondry caufes be increaiT 
" iboue. vij. [fevenj hundrethe thouland ducates by t 
.tere. Theiher they fende forth fome of their cileze'__ 
OS Lieueienauntes, to line there fumptuoufly like men 
of hoooure and renowne. And yet this not witJiftand- 
^■hge mudie moneye is faued, which commeth to the 
B^nmen treafory : onles it fo chaunce, that they had 
rather trad ye countrey with the money. Which 
many times they do fo long, vntil they haue nede to 
occupie it. And it feldome happeneth, that thei de- 
maund al. Of thefe landes they affigne parte vnto 
them, which at their requeil and exhortacion put them- 
, felfes in fuch ieoperdies, as I [pake of before. If an 
'/ prince (lirre vp warre agaynfle them, intending 
I inuade theire lande, they mete hym incontinent ou 
of theire owne borders with greate powre and Hrengthe. 
For they neuer lyglitely make warre in their owne 
■countreL Nor they be neuer broughte into fo ex- 
treme neceflitie as to take 
helpe out of forreyne 
landes into their 
owne Ilande. 
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C <Bf tt£ teliQion^ in SStopia. 

Here be diuers kindes of religion not only' 
in fondrie partes of the Ilande, but alfo 
in diuers piaces of euery citie. Some 
worJhip for God the fonne : fome the 
mone : fome, fonie other of the pianettes. 
There be that giue worfhip to a man that was ones of 
citcellente vertue or of famous glory, not only as God, 
but alfo as the chiefell and hygheft God. But the 
mode and the wyfeft parte (reiectynge al ihefe) beleue, 
thai tliere is a certa)'ne Godlie powre vnknowen, euer- 
laflinge, incomprehenfible, inexplicable, farre aboue 
the capacitie and retche of mans witte, difperfed 
throughoute all the worlde, not in bignes, but in ver- 
lue and power. Him they call the father of al. To 
him alone they attribute the begimiinges, the en- 
creafmges, the procedinges, the chaunges, and the 
endes of al thingea. Neither they geue any diuine 
honours to any other then to him. Yea al ye other 
aUo, though they be in diuers opinions, yet in this 
pointe they agree all togethers with the wifell forte, 
in beleuing that there is one chiefe and principal! 
God, the maker and ruler of the whole woride ; whome 
they all commonlye in their countrey language call 
Mythra. But in tiiis they dilagree, that amoDg fome 
he is counted one, and amonge fome an other. For 
euery one of them, whaEfoeuer yat is whiche he takelh 
for the cliief god, thinketh it to be the very fame 
nattire, to whole only diuine raighte and maiellie, the 
iumme and foueraintie of al thinges by the confent of 
al people is attributed and geiien. Howbeit they all 
begyn by litle and litle to (orfake and fall fioro this 
%-arietie of fuperftitions, and to agre togethers in that 
religion whiche femethe by reafon to palfe and cxcell 
the refidewe. And it is not to be doubted, but all the 
other would long agoo haue bene abolifhed, but that 
atfoeuer viiprofperous thynge happened to anie of 
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Cmas bapdfsd^ began againll our willes. with more 
earoefte affection, then wifedome, to reafon of Chriftes 
religion ; and began to wase I'o hote in his maiter, 
that he did not onlye prererre our religion before 
al other, but alTo did vtterly defpife and con- 
dempne all other, calling them prophane, and the 
folowers of them wicked and deueliih, and the children 
of euerlallinge dampnation. AVhen he had thus longe 
reaibned the matter, they laide holde on him, accufed 
him, and condempned him into exile, not as a defpifer 
of religion, but as a fedicious peribn, and a laifer vp of 
diffention amonge the people. For this is one of the 
aimdeniefl laives araoi5ge Uiem : that no man (hall be 
^_ blamed for refoninge in the maintenaunce of his owne 
^P religion. For kyng Utopus, euen at the firfte begin- 
^^ ning, hearing yat the inhabitauntes of the land wer 
before his comming thether, at contimiall diHention and 
Urife amonge thenSelues for their religions : perceyuing 
alfo that this common diffention (whiles euery feuerall 
fecte tooke feueral partes in fighting for their countrey) 
was the only occafion of his conquetl ouer them aJ, 
afTone as he had gotten the victory : Firfle of all he 
made a decree, that it fhouid be lawfuU for euerie man 
to fauoure and fotow what religion he would, and that 
he mighte do the beil he could to bring other to his 
opinion, fo that he did it peaceablie, gentelie, quietly, 
and foberlie, without hadie and contentious rebuking 
and inuehing againft other. If he could not by faire 
^_ and gentle fpeche induce them vnto his opinion yet he 
^M (hould vfe no kinde of violence, and refraine from dis- 
^" pleafeunte and feditious woordes. To him 
that would vehemently and femenilye in this 
canfe ftriue and contende was decreed, 
banilhinent or bondage. This lawe did kynge Utopus 
make not only for the maintenaunce of peace, which 
he law through continuall contention and mortal hatred 
vllerly extinguiflied : but alfo becaufe he thought this 
_ decrie Ihould make for the hirtheraunce of religion, 
^k niierof he durfl define and determine nothing vnad- 
^1 
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whabcr god defigiing manifolde 
: Ibncs of IwaoDi; would infpire fondry men 
«itk limdrie kiades of idigian. And this fuerly he 
tfaooghl a vay t auMM. xnd blidh thing, and a point of 
airopnt iwcfiinniiioo, to coaq>dI all other by violence 
and tbreaixBtiigcs to >gre to tbe fame, thai thou 
bdeneft to be trew. Fnnben&Gce thooghe there be 
one refigioa, wfaic^ akne is ticw, and al other valne 
and Ibpeiflitkmfi, jn did be wd forefee (fo that the 
matte vcic handeled with reaibn, and fober modeflie) 
that the tiueth cf the own powre would a.t the laA 
ilTue out and come to Ijrghte- But if contendon and 
debate in that bdialfe fltonld axUiQuallye be vfed, as 
the vooifle men berooofleobftinate andllubboume, and 
in their euyll opinion moofte contlante : he perceaued 

■ that then the befle and holyeft religion woulde be tnxlen 
\TidecfoEe and deftioyed by moil vaine fupoilicions, 
euen as good come is by thomes and weedes ouer- 
growen and chooked, Therfore all this matter he 
lefte vndifcufled, and gaue to euerye man free bbertie 
and choife to beleue what he woulde. Sauinge that 
he camellelye and ilraiielye chatged them, that no 
No nie opini- mao (hould conceaue fo vile and baafe an 
»" drf^t opinion of the dignitie of mans nature, as 
wofihy t.a.uie. to think that the foules do die and periihe 

■ with the bodye ; or that the world runneth at al 
auentures gouemed by no diuine prouidence. And 
therfore thei beleue that after this hfe vices be ejt- 
treamelye punifhed and venues bountifully rewarded, 
Hym that is of a contrary opinion they counte not in 
the numbrc of men, as one that hathe aualed the 
heighe nature of hys foule to the vielnes of brute 
beades bodies : muche leffe in the numbrc of their 
citiziens, whofe lawes and ordenaunces, if it were not 
for feare, he wold nothing at al efleeme. For you 
maye be fuer that he will ftudie either with craft 
priuely to mocke, or els violently to breake the commen 
iawcs of his countrey, m whom remaineth no further 
fcare then of tbe iawes, nor no further hope then of the. 
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lye. Wheitore he that is thus minded is depriued 
of all honours, excluded from all common imtigioui 
adminiilradons in the weale publique. S^^t™^ 
And thus he is of all fortes defpifed, as of hopqun. 
an vnprofitable, and of a bafe and vile nature. How- 
beit theyputhim tonopunilhrnent, becaufe A.=ryitnung 
they be peritiaded, that it is in no mans "J^b'- 
power to beleue what he hfl. No nor they conilraine 
hym not with threatninges to differable his minde, 
and Ihew countenaunce contrarie to his thought. For 
deceit and fallhod and all maners of lies, DtceU and fait 
as nexte vnto fraude, they do maruelouilie ""^ •'"osKi. 
deiefte and abhorre. But they fuffer htm not to dis- 
pute in his opinion, and tliat onelye amonge the com- 
men people. For els aparte amonge the prieiles and 
men of grauitie they do not onelye fuller, but alfo ex- 
horte him to difpute and argue : hoping that at the lafl, 
that madnes will geue place to reaibn. There be alfo 
other, and of them no fmall nurabre, which be not for- 
bidden to fpeake theyr mindes, as grounding their 
opinion vpon fome reafon, beyng in their lining neither 
euell nor vicious. Their herefie is much contrarie to the 
other. For they beleoe that the foules of J^ niarudom 
brute beafles be immortall and euerJading. ™'">«c opi- 
But noIJiynge to be compared with oures in "he"oui'M of' 
dignitie, neither ordeined nor predeilinate '"'" '™"»- 
to like felicitie. For al they beleue certeinly and fewei'ly 
that nuns bleffe thai be fo great, that they do moume 
and lament euery mans ficknes, but no mans death- 
oneles it be one whome they fee depart from his life 
carefuUie, and agaynft his AvilJ. For this they take for 
a verye eue! token, as thoughe the foule To die nii.ii- 
beynge in difpaire, and vexed in confciencc, lynsiy m *uei 
through fome priuie and fecret foreieiling '° 
of the punifhement now al hande were aferde lo depart, 
And they ihinke he (hall not be welcome to God, 
which when he is called, runneth not to him gladlye, 
but is drawen by force and fore againll his will. They 
therfore that fee this kinde of deathe, do abhorre it. 
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and them that fo die, they bvirie with forow and filence. 
And when they haue praied God to be merciful! to the 
foule, and merciftilly to pardo:i the infirmities therofi 
Awi!i,nE»nd thcy couer the dead cooife with earth. Con- 
^^'UtSl'J'r! trariewife all that departe merely and fill 
<ni of good hope, for them no man mourneth, 

but foUoweth the heerie with ioyfuU fynging, commend- 
ing the foules to God with great affection. And at the 
lad, not with mourning forrow, but with a great reuer- 
ence they boinne the bodies. And in the lame place 
they fette vp a piller of (lone, with the dead mans titles 
therin graued. When they be come home they reherfe 
his vertuous maners and his good dedes. But no part 
of his life is fo oft or gladly talked of. as his men 
deth. They thinke that this remembraunce of the 
vertue and goodnes of the dead doeth vehemently pro- 
uoke and enforce the liuing to vertue. And that 
nothing can be more pleafaunt and acceptable to the 
deade. Whom they fuppofe to be prefent among 
ihera, when they taike of them, though to the dull 
and feble eiefight of mortall men they be inuifible. 
For it were an vnconuenient thinge, that the bleffed 
fhoulde not be at libertie to goo whether they 
ivoulde. And it were a pointe of greate vnkind- 
nes in them to haue vtterly call awaye the defire of 
pifi tinge and feing their frendes, to whome they 
S'ere in their life time ioyned by mutuall loue and 
amitie. Whiche in good men after their deathe they 
counte to be rather increafed then diminilhed. They 
beleue therefore that the deade be prefentlye conuer- 
faunt amonge the quicke, as beholders and wicnelTcs 
of all their wordes and dedes. Tlierfore they go more 
coTragioufly to their bufmes as hauing a trufl and 
affiaunce in fuch ouerfeers. And this fame belefe of 
the prefent conuerlation of their forefathers and aunce- 
Eothsaycri. toufs omong them, feareth them from all 
001 regarded fecTCte diflioneilte. They vtterly defpife 
"" ™ ' and mocke fothfayinges and diuinations oi 

thinges to come by the flighte or voices of birdes, and_ 
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all oiher diuinations of vaine fuperflition, whiche in oilier 
countreis be in greale obfeniatioo. But they liighlye 
efleme and worfhyppe miracles that come ^^^^ 
by no healpe of nature, as woorkes and wii- 
neOes of the prefente power of God. And fuche they 
laye do chaunce there verye often. And fometimes in 
great and doubtefull matters, by commen interceffion 
and prayers, they procure and obteine them with a fure 
hope and confidence, and a (leadfafl belefe. .,1,^ n,; ^^^_ 
They thinke that the contemplation of na- "nipii'i:i'=- 
ture, and the prayfe thereof coraminge, is to God avery 
acceptable honoure. Yet there be many fo earneftlye 
bent and affectioned to religion, that they paffe no thing 
for leming, nor geue their mindes to any The life ac- 
knowledge of thinges. But ydelnes they vt- <^•"■ 
terly forfake and elchue, thinking felicitie after this life 
to be gotten and obteiced by bufie labors and good 
exercifes. Some therfore of thetn attende vpon the 
ficke, fome amende high waies, clenfe ditches, repaire 
bridges, digge turfes, grauell, and flones, fel and cleaue 
wood, bring wood, come and other thinges into the 
cities in cartes, and feme not onelye in commen woor- 
kes, but alfo in priuate laboures as feruaunles, yea, more 
then bondmen. For what fo eiier vnpleafaunt, harde, 
and vile worke is anye where, from the whiche labour, 
lothfonmes, and defperation doth fray other, al that 
ihey take vpon them willingly and gladly, procuring 
quiete and reft to other, remaininge in continual woorke 
and labour themfelues, not embraidinge others there- 
with. They neither reproue other mens liues, nor glo- 
rie in theire owne. Thefe men the more feruiceablel 
they bebaue themfelues, the more they be honoured of. 
all men. Yet they be diuided into wo fectes. The 
one is of them that liue (ingle and chart, abileining not 
onely from the companie of women, but alto from eat- 
ing of fleihe, and fome of them from all maner of beas- 
tfcs. Whiche vtterly reiecting the pleafures of this pre- 
fent life as hurtfull, be all wholye fet vpon the defier of 
the lyfe to come by watchynge, and fweatynge, hoop- 
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ent liuing. But as it is their office to geue good ex- 
hortations and counfel, fo is it ye dutie of the prince 
and the other magiflrates to correct and punifhe offen- 
ders, fauing that the priefLes, whome thej; find excead- 
ing vicious liuers, them they excommuni- Eicominuiiica- 
cate from hauing anye intereH in diuine '''=°- 
matters. And there is alinofle no punifhement amonge 
them more feared. For they runne in verye gieat in- 
famie, and be inwardly tormented with a fecret feare of 
religion, and (hall not long fcape free with their bodies. 
For vnleffe they by qulcke repentaunce approue the 
amendement o( their lines to the prielles, they be taken 
and punifhed of the counfel, as wicked and irreligious. 
Roth childhode and youth is inftructed, and taught of 
them. Nor they be not more ddigente to inftructe them 
Bi learning, then in vertue and good maners. For they 
vfe with verie great endeuour and diligence to put in- 
to the heades of their children, whiles they be yet ten- 
der and pliaunte, good opinions and profitable for the 
conferuation of their weale publique. Which when 
they be once rooted in children, do remayne with them 
al their life after, and be wonders profitable for the de- 
fence and maintenaunce of the (late ot the commen 
welth. Whiche neuer decaieth but throughe vices ris- 
inge ofeuiU opinions. Theprieaes, onles wommprie- 
thcy be women (for that kinde is not esciu- "«■ 
ded fi'om priellhoode, howbeit fewe be chofen, and 
none but widdowes aid old women) the men priefles, 
I (aye, take to their wifes tJie chiefetl women in all their 
countreye. For to no office among the Utopians is 
more honour and preeminince geuen. In fo much that 
i( they coramit any offence, they be vnder no commen 
iudgement, but be left only to god and ThemaiMtiB 
themfelfes. For thei thinke it not lawful ""' p"?"^ 
to touch him witli mannes hande, be he priMia. 
neuer fo vitious, which after fo fmgular a fort was dedi- 
cate and confecrate to god, as a holly oflering. This 
tnaner may they eafelye obfenie, bicaufe they haue fo 
icwe prieftes, and do chufc them with (uch circumfpec- 
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For « C»frl>-«-aei chaunceth, that the niofte ve 
tootts unonge vrrtnous. whicl) in lefpect only of his 
vcfflK is ftuftoncnl to fo high a iligntt>', can fal to vice 
and wklcediKS. And il' h (hould chaunce in dede (as 
tttuu MCUK is lautable and I'niile) yet by reafon they 
be lb kin, aad ^mntoted to no might nor pow:«, but 
only to liiMtGiUR, tl were not to be feared vat anye great 
ilinMnHC by ihcin IbouKI h;ipt>eti and cnfue to the com- 
men wnlthe. Vixy tuuc fo rare and fewe priefles, 
ImA if the hoooui were communicated to many, ye dig- 
aili of dw onliVt wtucfa among them now is fo highly 
•lUlMd. OmuU nuM is contempt. Spedallye bicaufe 
dMgr AiMkc it boitl to lind many fo good, as to be 
nett for ^t ttigbiiy. to the execution and difchaige 
wttcnof it is nut fii&iente to be endued with meane 
iWO W i FtudMRBore th«fe iinefles be not more etle- 
taed of titeir WM coanmy men, then they be of for- 
reiii aDd ftnuiiie ooonVets. VVlddi ttunge maye heie- 
tqr ^laialjr appcra. And I ifainLe alfo yai ihk is the 
r It For whOes ye vnies be fitting tc^dier 
I fehl xitey a title befide not ixm of knele vpon 
iQ ikcir tiallowcd veiltmeiites, holding rp 
theu hmlks to heaaen: pning fiHt of all for peace, 
xle (or ^cTCtoty of tbeir owtk pane, bat to neyther 
• fahudy vKtocy. If theii ooft gette the vppo- 
tlw^ nunc IB to ^ wm,jae batayk, and res- 
_^ ajrae tbor owae nen fton fleyus and crueUr puifu- 
"aage thdie vuMjuDked eneones. Whycbe ciiaiiics,;f 
iher doo biit fcc (tKn aad Qxake to than, it is fiKMigbe 
for the EuiMude of theiR l|iMs. And tbe toucfaing 
«f dtein domes defeodeth ud inetfi al then- gDoddes 
faiaa aitiiw «ad ^Mjrfe. Tfab thiqge halbe anauDced 
tkeai to ft> pcue aoaflMp udtirMe Biaieft]r aBoogal 
nwioaa. i^t atiqn tnn they bane afrd (lefemed 
t^eae own dtuoK fitm yc cma &cce of tbeir enemies, 
*s tfaejrhwe ibeire eaeaxs bam Ak UajtiBS age of 
*^eire owne oaeo. Foe it is wdl knowen, ditf «faen 
P*qn. omne ann y bubc reoaled, and in iijtp».yT<e tuaed 
iMrfrqaoeaway, diCT C^ K iMrt fferilyepBriuiag 
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with Dacghter and fpoyle, then the prieliea cummitiL^ 
betwene haue flayed the murder, and parted bothe the 
hoAes. So that peace hath bene made and concluded 
betwene bothe panes vpon equal! and mdifferent condi- 
dons. For there was neuer any nation, fo fierce, fo cruell, 
and mde, but they hadde them in fuche reuerence, that 
ihey counted their bodyes hallowed and lanctified, and 
therefore not to be violentiyeand vnreuerentlye touched. 

They kepe hollye the firile and the lafte daye o! ' 
euery moneth and yeare, diuydinge the Titobscm.- 
yeare into moneihes, whyche they mea- 51^^/^^;,''^, 
fnre by the courfe of the moone, as they ihcUiopijini 
doo llie yeare by the courfe of the fonne. The fyrl\e 
dayes they call in theire language Lyoeraemes, and 
the lafle Trapememes, the whyche woordes may be 
interpreted, primifefle and finifell, or els in ourfpeache, 
itft feafte and lafl. feafU Their churches be x^^f ^^. 
verye gorgious, and not onelye of fine and ti™ 
curious workemanlhip, but alfo (which in the fewenea 
of them was neceflary) very wide and large, and hable 
to receaue a great company of people. But they be al 
fumwhat darke. Howbeit that was not churche^cf 
donne through ignoraunce in buildinge, J^^^^li^or. 
but as they lay, by the counfel of the priefles. why 
Bicaufe they thought that ouer much light doth difperfe 
mens cogitations, whereas in dimme and doubtful lighle 
they be gathered together, and more eameftly tixed vp-^ 
on religion and deuotion: which bicaufe it is not there 
of one fort among all men, and yet all the kindes and 
falhons of it, thoughe they be fondry and manifold, 
agre together in die honour of the diuine nature, as 
goyng dtuers wayes to one ende: therefore nothing is 
fene nor heard in ye churches, but that femeth to agre 
indefferently with them aU. If there be a diftinct 
kind of facrifice peculiar to anye feueral fecte, that 
tliey execute at home in their owne houfes. The com- 
mon lacrifices be fo ordered, that they be no derogation 
nor preiudice to anye ot the priuate lacrifices and re- 
li^ons. Therelore no ymage of anny.: god is leene in 
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the churche, to the intente it maye bee free for euery 

man to cooceiue god by their religion after what likenes 
and firaiUtude they will. They call vpon no peculiar 
name of god, but only Mithja In the which word 
they all agree together in one nature of the diuine 
maiefti whatfoeuer it be. No prayers bee vfed but fuche 
as euerye man maye boldelie pronounce withoute the 
offendinge of anny fecte. They come therefore to the 
churche, the lade day of euerye moneth and yeare in 
the euenynge yet fallinge, there to gyue thankes to 
GOD for that they haue profperouflye paiTed ouer the 
yeare or monethe, wherof that hollye daye is the lade 
daye. The nexte daye they come to the church earlye 
in the momyng, to praye to GOD that they maye haue 
good fortune and fucceffe all the newe yeare or monethe 
whych they doo begynne of that fame hoUye daye. 
But in the holly dayes that be the laile dayes of the 
monethes and yeares, before they come to the churche, 
the wiues fall downe proflrai before theire hufbandes 
,-j- , . feet at home, and the children before ihe 
onofSieUio- fecte of their parentes, confefTinge and ac 
^'™'- knowleginge themfelfes offenders either by 

fome actuall dede, or by omifRon of their deuty, and 
defire pardon for their offenfe. Thus yi anye cloudc 
of priuy difpleafure was rifen at home, by this fatiffac- 
tion it is ouerblowen, that they may be prefente at the 
fa-crifices with pure and charitable mindes. For they 
be aferd to come there with troubled confciences. 
Therefore if they knowe themfelfes to beare anye 
hatred or grudge towardes anye man, they prefume 
not [O come to ye facrifices, before they haue recon- 
ciled themfelfes and purged theire confciences, for 
feare of greate vengeaunce and punyfhemente for their 
offenfe. When they come thether, the men goo into 
the ryghte fyde of the churche, and the 



I 

I 

I 

I 



pUcH in ihc women into the lefte fyde. There they place 
thmxht -i,„„roifB= in fuche oidre, that all they 



themfelfes in fuche oidre, that 
whyche be of the male kinde m euery houfhold fitte 
before the goodman of ve houfe, and they of the [emule 



' kinde before tlie goodwyfe. Thus it is forfene that all 
their geftures and behauiours be marked and obferuert 
abrode of ihem by whofe authority and difcipline they 
be gouemed at home. This aKo they diligently 
tee vnto, that the younger euermore be coupled with 
his elder, left children beinge ioyned together, they 
Ihould paffe ouer j-at time in childUh wantonnes, wherin 
they ought principally to conceaue a religious and de- 
uoute feajc towardes god : which is the chieSe and al- 
mod ye only incilaiion to vertu. They kill no liuing 
beaft in iacrifice, nor they thinke not that the merciful 
dcmencye of god hath dehte in blonde and ikughter, 
which hath geuen UfFe to beailes to the in- 
lent ihey fhoiild line. They bume franc- ="="""=»• 
kenfence, and other fweet fauours, and light alfo a 
greate numbre of waxe candelles and tapers, not fup- 
pofiDge this geare to be any thing auaylable to the 
diuine nature, as neither ye prayers of men. But this 
vnhurtfu! and hanncles kind of worihip pleafeth them. 
And by thies fweet Ikuoures and lightes, and other 
fuch ceremonies men feele themfelfes fecretlye lifted 
vp, and encouraged to deuotion with more willynge 
and feraent hartes. The people wearethe in the 
churche white apparell, The priefl is clothed in 
chaiingeable colours. Whiche in workemanftiipe bee 
excellent, but in ftuffe not verye pretious. For theiie 
veftimentes be neither embraudered with gold, nor let 
with precious ftones. But they be wrought fo fynely 
and cooningelye with diuera fethers of foules, that the 
eftimation of no coftely ftuffe is hable to counteruaile 
the price of the worke. Furthemiore in thefe birdes 
fethers, and in the dewe ordre of them, whiche is ob- 
fenied in theire felting, they laye, is conteyned certaine 
diuine mifleries. The interpretation whereof kno wen, 
whiche is diligentlye taught by the priefles, they be put 
in remembraunce of the bountifull benefites of God 
towarde them : and of the loue and honoure whiche 
of theire behalfe is dewe lo God : and alfo of their 
deuties one lowarde another. When the pried Gril 
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commcth out of the veflry thus apparelled, they fall 
downe incontinent euerye one reuerentlye to the ground, 
with fo dill (ilence on euerye part, that the very faffion 
of the thinge flriketh into them a certayne feare of 
God, as though he were there perfomdly prefente. 
When they haue lien a litle fpace on the ground, the 
' priefl geuethe them a figne for to ryfe. Then they 
fmg prayfes vnto God. whiclie tliey intermixt with in- 
Theirachurdie fl-iTimentes of muficke, for the mode parte 
muBiii:. of other faliions then thefe that we vfe in 

this parte of the worlde. And like as fome of ours t ee 
muche fweter then theirs, fo fome of theirs doo farre 
palTe ours. But in one thinge doubtles they goo ex- 
ceding farre beyonde vs. For all their mufike bothe 
that they playe vpon indmmentes, and that they fingc 
with mannes voyce dothe fo refemble and expreiTe 
naturall affections, the found and tune is fo applied 
and made agreable to the thinge, that whether it bee a 
prayer, or els a dytty of gladnes, of patience, of trou- 
ble, of raoumynge, or of anger ; the fafiion of the 
melodye dothe fo reprefente the meaning of the 
thing, that it doth wonderfuUye moue, dirre, pearce, 
and enflame the hearers ra)-ndes. At the lade the people 
ind the priell together rehearfe folempne prayers in 
woordes, expreflyc pronounced, fo made 
that euerye nian maye priuatelye applye 
to hynifelfe that which is commonlye fpoken of all. 
In thefe prayers euerye man recognifethe and know- 
ledgethe God to be hys maker, hys gouemoure, aud 
the principal caufe of all other goodnes, thankynge 
him for fo many benefites receaued at his hande. 
But namelye that throughe the fauoure of God he hath 
chaunced into that publyque weale, whiche is mode 
liappye and welthye, and hathe chofen that religion, 
whyche he hopeth to be mode true. In the whyche 
thinge if he doo anye thinge erre, or yf there be any 
other better then eyther of them is, being more ac- 
ceptable to God, he defierethe him that he wyl of his 
goo'ines let him haue knowledge thereof, as one that. 
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is ready too followe what wayfoeuer he wyll leade hym. 
But yf this fourme and falTion of a commen wealthe 
bee befte, and his owne relygion moil true and per- 
lecte, then he defyrethe GOD to gyue hym a con- 
ftaunte ftedefaflnes in the fame, and too brynge all 
other people to the fame ordre of lyuynge, and to the 
lame opinion of God onles there bee annye thinge 
that in this diuerfitye of religions dothe delite his vn- 
fercheable pleafure. To be fhorte he prayeth hym, 
that after his deathe he maye come to hym. But how 
foone or late that he dare not alTynge or determine. 
Howebeit, if it myght flande with his maieflies pleafure, 
he wouide be muche gladder to dye a payneftill deathe 
and fo to goo to God, then by longe lyuing in worldlye 
profperitye to bee awaye from him. Whan this prayeris 
(aid they fal doune to the ground again and a lytle after 
they ryfe vp and go to dinner. And the refydewe of the 
daye they paffe ouer in playes, and exercife of cheualrye. 
Nowe I haue declared and defcribed vnto you, as 
truelye as I coulde the fourme and ordre of that 
commen wealth, which verely in my iudgment is 
not only the befle, but alfo that which alone of 
good right maye clairae and take vpon it the name of 
a commen wealth or pubiique weale. For in other 
places they fpeake (lil of the commen wealth. But 
euery man procureth his owne priuate gaine. Here 
where nothinge is priuate, the commen affaires bee 
eamelllye loked vpon. And truely on both partes they 
haue good caufe fo to do as they do. For in other 
countreys who knoweth not that he fliall (lerue for hon- 
ger, onles he make forae feuerall prouifion tor himfelfe, 
though the commen wealthe floryfhe neuer fo muche 
in ryches? And therefore he is compelled euen of 
verye neceffilie to haue regarde to him felfe, rather then 
to the people, that is to faye, to other. Contraryivyfe 
there where all thinges be commen to euery man, it 
is not to be doubted that any man Ihal lacke anye 
thinge neceffary for his priuate vfes ; fo that the com- 
men (lore hoiifes and hemes be fufiicientlye flored. 
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For there nolhinge is diftributed afier a nyg^lhe fort^H 
neither there is anye poore man or begger. And ~ 
thoiighe no man haue aoye thinge, yet euerye man is 
tyche. For what can be more riche, then to lyueioy- 
fuUy and merely, without al griefe and penlifenes ; Not 
carmg for his owoe lyuing, nor vexed or troubled with 
his wifes importunate complayntes, nor dreadycge 
pouertie to his fonne, nor forrowyng for his doughters 
dowrey ? Yea they take no care at all for the lyuyng 
and wealthe of themfelfes and al theirs, of theire wyfes, 
theire chyldren, theire nephewes, theire childrens chyld- 
ren, and all the fucceffion that euer Ihall followe in 
theire pofteritie. And yet befydes this there is no 
lefle prouifion for them that were ones labourers, and 
be nowe weake and impotent, then for them that do 
nowe laboure and take payne. Here nowe woulde I 
fee, yf anye man dare bee fo bolde as to compare with 
this equytie, the iuftice of other nations. Among 
whom, I forfake God, if I can fynde any figne or token 
of equitie and iullice. For what iuflice is this, that a 
ryche goldefmythe, or an vfurer, or to bee fhorte anye 
of them, which either doc nothing at all, or els that 
whyche they doo is fuch, tliat it is not very necef- 
lary to the common wealth, fliould haue a pleafaimte 
and a welthte lyuinge, either by Idlenes, or by vii-fl 
neceffarye bufmes : When in the meane tyme poore^ 
labourers, carters, yronCnythes, carpenters, and plow- 
men, by fo greate and continual toyle, as drawing and 
bearinge beailes be (kant hable to futleine, and againe 
fo neceffary toyle, that without it no common wealth 
were hable to continewe and endure one yere, fhould 
yet get fo harde and poore a lyuing, and lyue fo 
wretched and miferable a lyfe, that the Hate and con- 
dition of the labouringe beatles maye feme muche 
better and welthieri* For they be not put to foo 
continuall laboure, nor theire lyuinge is not muche 
worfe, yea to them muche plealaunter, takynge no 
thoughte in the meane feafon for the tyme to come. 
But thefe feilye poore wTetches be prefently tormented 
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with barreyne and vnfrutefuU labonr. And the remem- 
brauncc of theire poore indigent and beggcrlye olde 
age kylleth them vp. For theire dayly wages is fo lyrle, 
that it will not fuflice for the fame daye, muche leffe it 
reldeth any ouerplus, that may daylye be layde vp for 
the relyefe of olde age. Is not this an vniufl and ait 
vnkyode pubiyque weale, whyche gyueth great fees and 
rewardes to gentlemen, as tt^y call them, and to gold- 
fmythes, and to fuche other, whiche be either ydle 
peifones, or els onlye flatterers, and deti\-feis of vayne 
pieafures : And of die conuary parte maketh no gentle 
jjTouil'ion for poore plowmen, collars, laborers, carters, 
yronfm3'thes, and carpenters : without whome no com- 
meo wealthe can continewe? But after it hath abufed 
the labours of theire lufty and fiowring age, at the 
lade when they be oppreffed with olde age and fycke- 
nes : being nedye, poore, and indigent of all thinges, 
then fo^ettyng theire fo manye paynefiill watchinges, 
not remembring their fo manye and fo greate bene&tes, 
recompenfeth and acquyteUi them moUe vnkyndly 
with myferablc death. And yet befides this the ridie 
men not only by priuate Iraud, but alfo by commcn 
lawes do eucry day pluck and fiiatche awaye from the 
poore fome parte of their daily liuing. So where as it 
femed before vniufteto recompenfe withvnkindnes thew 
paynes that haue bene benehciall to the publiqtte weale, 
Dowe they haue to this their wrong and raiulle deal- 
inge (which is yet a muche worfe pointe) geuen thf 
name of iuftice, yea and that by force of a law. Thei 
fore when I confidcr and way in my mind all thele 
corameo wealthes, which now a dayes any where do 
I Sorilh, fo god heipe me, I can perceaue nothing but a 
ceneinconfpiracyof riche men procuringe theire ownc 
irommodities vnder the name and title of the commeo 
wealth. They inuent and deuife all meanes and craftes, 
Aril how to kepe lafely, without feare oi leiing, that 
they baue vniuAly gathered together, and next how to 
hire and abufc the worke and laboure of the poore lor 
litle money as may be. Thefe deuifes, when the 
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eiged and eucombred with great ryches. And I dowte 
.ot thai either the refpecte of euery mans priuate coin- 
loditie, or els the authority of oure lauioure Chrille 
which for his great wifdom could not but know whaf^^ 
vere be<l, and for his ineiliitiable goodnes could not '. 
but counfel to that which he knew to be be(\) wold haue I 
brought all the worlds longe agoo into the a mmidoiu 
lawes of this weale publique, if it wer not yat «yioge. 
one only bead, ye princelTe and mother of all milchiefe 
Pride, doth withftande and let it. She 
iSeafcrethe not wealth and profperity by ^"^ 
her owne commodities, but by the miferie and incom- 
modities of other, (he would not by her good will be 
■made a goddeffe, yf there were no wretches left, ouer 
whom Ihe might like a fcomeful ladie rule and triumph 
ouer whofe miferies her felicities mighte ftiyne, whofe 
pouertie (he myghte vexe, tormente, and encreafe by 
;orgiouilye fettynge furthe her richeffe. Thys heU 
Lounde creapeth into menshartes: and pluckelJi them 
backe from entering the right patbe of life, and is fo 
depely roted in mens breAes, that flie can not be pluc- 
ked out This fourrae and fafliion of a weale publique, 
which I would gladly wi!h vnto al nations; I am glad 
yet that it hath chaunced to the Utopians, which haue 
folowed thofe inftitutions of life, whereby they haue 
laid fuch foundations of their common wealth, as (hal 
continew and lalt not only wealthely, but alfo as far as 
tnans wit may ludge and coniecture, (hall endure for 
euer. For, feyng the chiefe caufes of ambition and fe- 
dition, with other vices be plucked vp by the rootes, 
and abandoned at home, there can be no ieopardie of 
domifticall diffention, whiche alone hathe caile vnder 
foote and brought to noughte the well fort[i]ried and 
ilronglie defenced wealthe and riches of many cities. 
But forafmuch as perfect Concorde remaineth, and 
wholfome lawes be executed at home, the enuie of al 
forein princes be not hable to fliake or moue the em- 
pire, though they haue many tymes long ago gone about 
to do it, beyng euermore driuen backe. 
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_ TOM VDd Til ' ill'if^^ '^fBTir "^Pff' ""^ ■'***^^^» fc*^'^, 
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i-TTtr^ -Tar it n a«-. : 

ili; VXlciie "TTn y n i ^fcf ji 

»*a."rT. T=eii7» ae qiis.'±L ' '3 ^i .a Bnf > i iwrd : yd be- 

"•a~ iii iai -Trr »^i*myf i ifa* &[jx n ^ f Ti.—-^ wijdi be 
a£:rde jci :zct iLnncjd faiae joc na be w^ mnnrfi.on- 
Iesc«7cccjif^iz=£&=& 31 oc&g- mas EwnaiwB: 
:i£?5x* I -rn'-^-^ bath Thnr 3i£=xtxzB zad fan cam- 
i-aaniinmon, :ijk£ -^ bf ^x ^j-**. aodbd lEminto 
f^pper: bjiagt tfutt we wockfe dn^ xd oc^^ lime 
to wsye az^ """'^■^ tfac base miiigis . xcd to laike 
vuh Etiin tnoore at izrze dwrra. Wldcfae wtmlde God 
it m-.^ ones come ro ps^ In die meane dme as I 
can not agree and coo&nt to aj] tlni^es tfaai be £ude, 
beyikg eb wiiboDt doubt a man fipgnWiHv wd learned, 
and alio in all woridelfc Diaiien ex^cdr and profaimdiy 
czperieiiced: lb maA I i>edcs tmfefie wtd giaant 
that maay thinges be in tbe Uto- 
pian weale publique, wbicbe 
in OUT citiea I majc la- 
tho' wilhe for, then 
facq>e after. 

a 7&t» niBet^ tM AfUmoows tilfec 

of ViStfyMl ^VtlllOlUPC CttUttT' 

nfttg tfie latDM anD titstttati= 

ons of tfit {lanOt 

of tStopto. 




C tCo t^c noSt tjonotirafiie "^w- 

romt laualpOf, pronOBl aviriiu, anfl romisfllotirf 

rto lijc raHjoUhf binge Cijaviro, \istei Gvha, 
Crtijei" of auHucrpc, toistjc tft Ijeall^ 
aiiO fclicitie. 
^^^^=^Homas More the lingular omamente of this 
our age, as you your felf (right honourable 
Bullide) can witneffe, to whome he is per- 
fectly wel knowen, fent vnto me this other 
day the ylande of Utopia, to very few as 
yet knoweD, but mod worthy, which as farre excelling 
Platoes commen wealthe, all people (houlde be will- 
inge to know: fpecially of a man moll eloquent fo 
finely fet fiirth, fo conningly painted out, and fo euid- 
ently fubiect to the eye, that as oft as I reade it, me 
ihinketh that I fee fomwhat more, then when I heaiti 
Raphael Hj'thloday himfelfe (for I was prefent at that 
talke afwell as mailer More) vtteryng and pronounc- 
mg his oftiie woordes; Yea, though the fame man, ac- 
cordinge to his pure eloquence, did fo open and de- 
clare the matter, that he might plainely enough appearc, 
to reporte not thinges, which he had learned of others 
onelye by hearefey, but which he had with his own eyes 
prefently fene, and throughly vewed, and wherin he had 
no final time bene conuerfent and abiding: a man tru- 
lie, in mine opinion, as touching the knowledge of re- 
gions, peoples, and worldly experience, muche paflinge, 
yea euen they very famous and renowmed irauailer 
Vlj-ffes: and in ciede fuche a one. as for the fpace of thefe 
viij. c [eighl hundred] ycres pail I think native into the 
worlde brought not furthhtslike: incomparifonofwhome 
Vefpuce niaye be thought to haue fene nothing. More- 
oiier, wheras wc be wont more effectually and pitlhely 
to declare and expreffe tliinges that we hauc fene, then 
irbiche we haue but onelye hearde, there was befides 
that in this man a certen peculiar grace, and Angular 
dexteritie to difcriue and fet hirth a matter n-ithalL 
Yei the fclfc fame thinges as ofte as I beholdc and con- 
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I «ad punted oule with mader Moi 
, I iiliiiwiiti fo aiooed, fo deliied, To mflam< 
1 fc np^ tbat femrdme me think I am prefentli 

lindlte jbodeorUtopb. And I pro- 
I can flante beetle diat Raphael bimreife 
■I dai tmtt yms ^nce ibu be was in Utopia abi< 
bm Aa« isaancK as ben in maAer Mores defcriptii 
• to be faae nad pcnxsned. Whiche defcription wi 
fe aHf* woaden, Jud miraculous thinges is replen!- 
Ikm^ WM I fande in gient doabt vheiat £rfl and chief- 
Ge tt adt «r oaneile; vbedier st Ae excelleccie of 
h>t pctfccc and facr tnonorie, which cottld wehiiegh 
««rae br voocde itlMaife (b manye ihinges oDce onely 
beanl: or dte at bs fingolar prudence, who fo well 
aad ■inj^uatked sad bm away al the original! caiifes 
and tem u m y nt s (to ibe Tnlgare people commenly mod 
(BkaoBCB) vbera both j&edi and fpringeth the mor- 
td COahioB aad Vtttt deca^ of a commen wealth, and 
alfe the wwnKcaent and wealtbjr Aate of the lame may 
riefe and gro««: or tHes at the efiicade and pitthe d 
tus mwstdfs, wfucfa in fo fine a latin flile, with fuche 
fotet of eloquence hath couched tt^ther and com- 
prifed fo many and diueis nutter^ fpedallte beinge a 
man oonttnuallie encombtvd with fo manye bufye and 
troabicfeaK oars, both publtque, and pnuate, as he 
b. Howbeit all thcfe thii^cs canfe you litle to mar- 
uell (righte boDoaratde Btdlid) for that you are famil- 
iariy and throughly acquainted with the notable, yea 
ftfanoft diutne witte of the man. But nowe to pnjcede 
to other matters, I fucriy know nothing nedeful or ri 
qwfile to be adioyned vnio his writinges: Oncly 
meter of iiij. verfes wrilten in the Utopian tongue, 
whiche after mafler Mores departure Hythloday by 
chaunce Oiewed me, that haue I caiifed to be added 
thereto. »-ith the Alphabece of the fame nation, and 
haue alfo gamiftied the maigent of the boke with cer- 
ten notes. For, as touchinge the fituation of the 
jrlande, that is to faye, in what parte of the worlde 
Uluj>ia (landetli, the ignotaunce .iml lacke wliereof n 
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■» lute troubleth and greueth mailer More, In dede 

Raphael left not that vnfpoken of. Howbeit with 

^vene fewe wordes he lightly touched it, incidentlye by 

Bhre way pafTing it ouer, as meanyng of likelihod to 

Piepe and referue that lo an other place. And the 

bme, I wot not how, by a. certen euell and vnluclde 

cbaunce efcaped vs bothe. For when Raphael was 

fpeaking therof, one of mafter Mores feniauntes came 

to him, and wliifpered in his eare. Wherefore I beyng 

Ihen of purpofe more eameflly addict to heare, one of 

the company, by reafon of cold taken, I thinke, a 

Ihippeborde, coughed out fo loude, that he toke from 

ray hearingc certen of his wordes. But I wil neuer 

llynle, nor reft, vntil I haue gotte the full and exacte 

knowledge hereof: infomuche that I will behable per- 

-iiectly to inilmcle you, not onely in the longitude or 

lie meridian of the ylande, but alfo in the luil latitude 

herof, that is to fay, in the fubleuatioa or height of the 

ole in that region, if our frende Hythloday be in Ikfe- 

, and aliue. For we heare very vncerten newes of 

Some reporte, that he died in his iomey home- 

'warde. Some aga5Tie afRnne, that he retomed into his 

countrey, but partly, for that he coulde not away with 

the fafhions of his countrey folk, and partly for that his 

minde and affection was aJtogether fet and fixed vpon 

Utopia, they fay that he hathe takeo his voyage 

thetherwarde agayne. Now as touching this, that the 

name of this y!and is nowhere founde amonge the o!de 

and auncient cofmographers, this double Hythloday 

himfelfe verie well dilTolued, For why it is polTible 

enoughe (quod he) that the name, whiche it had in 

olde lime, was afterwarde chaimged, or elles that they 

^euer had knowledge of this iland : forafmuch as now in 

Knir time diuers landes be found, which to the olde Geo- 

^ gr a phers were vnknowen. Howbeit, what nedeth it in 

this behalfc to fortifie the matter with argumenlcs, 

feynge mailer More isauthorhercof fufficient? Bulwhere- 

^ as he doubteihofthe edition or imprinting of the booke, 

■indeede herein I both commende, and alfo knowledge the 
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iBsnncs modefik. Ho«i>e)t voto me h. ienaelb a worke 
iDOA Yi f q nh ie to be kx^ Ibpprdled, and mod trorthy 
to goabrod tMo je handes ormea,fea,aiMl voder the title 
rf yoore natBC to be paU)iIi«d to the worlde : either 
becanig the fii^lar erxlownKntes and qualities o( 
bbSct Uore be to do man better knowen then to you. 
or tib bicaofe no man b more &[te sad meete, then 
jron with good coddMLcs to fimher, and auaunce the 
fjMiiiiPi. weahh, wfaenn jt» faane many yeares already 
CBB dn oed and traaailed widi great glory and conunen- 
dadon, bothc of vtfedanc smd knowledge, and alfo 
of bttegntic and Tpri^itaei. Tins o liberal! fuppoi- 
to" of good karrunge, and flooie of this "ure time 
I byd jtKi mofie haitely weD to Tare. At 
Antwcrpe .1516. the firil dayc of 
NoiKnibcT. 
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a meter of .iiii. Mtxstn m tftc ttUopian 

lORjur, bnrfflci tauctfingt aetDrll tfjr sirAunae 

brginntng. as 4IM tin ifappit anti toralt^ie 

commuatitr af tfer »anc tommpn 

tnralttic. 

VTn^s ha Boecas faila (AamMfio/ta ehamaan. 
Bargoi he magioma Baecam foma g ymnofophaon. 
Agrama g ymnofophon /abartm imAa boddmihmin. 
Voiuala barcliin heman la Imtohiala dramme fagioin. 

< Whiche verfes the tranflator, accordinge to his 
fimple knowledge, and meane ynderftanding in the 
Utopian tongue, hath thus nidely engliftied. 

My kinge and conquerour Utopus by name 
A prince of much renon-me and immortall fame 
Hath tnade me an yle that earft no yiande was, 
Ful fraight n-ith worldly welth with pleafuie and folas, 
I one of all other without philofophie 
Haue ihaped for man a philofophicall citie. 
As myne I am nothinge daungerous to imparte. 
So belter to receaue 1 am readic with al my barte. 



C 9 a1)om mrttr of Utopia, bitftteu bs 9m- 

moliufi portc [aureate, anO neyfietne ta l 

ii;st])lDt)ase b^ fjis sfBter. J 

ME Uiopie cleped Antiquitie, 1 

Voyde of haimte and herboroughc, I 

Nowe am I like to Platoes citie, | 

Whose fame flieth the worlde ihroughe. I 

Vea like, or raUier more likely I 

Platoes platte to excell and pafle. I 

For what Platoes penne hathe platted briefely I 

In naked wordes, as in a glalTe, 1 

The (amc haue I perfourmed fully, J 

With lawes, with men, and treafure fyttely. I 

Wherfore not Utopie, but rather rightely I 

My name is Eutopie : A place of felicitie. I 

C (JScratDcNouiomageof 29to))ui. ] 

DOth pleaiiire pleafe? then place the here, and 
well the rett, 
Moft pleafaunt pleafures thou (lialte finde here. 
Doeth profit eafe ? then here arriue, tliia yle is befl. 
For pafiinge profettes do here ajipeare. 
Doeth bothe thee tempte, and woldeft thou gripe both 

gaine and pleafure ? I 

This yle is fraight with both boimtcoudy. 
To iUll thy gredie intent, reape here incomparable treas- 
Bothe minde and tongue to garnilhe richelie. [ure 

The hid welles and fountaines both of vice and vertiie 
Thou haft them here fubiect vnto thine eye. 
Be thankful now, and thankes where thankes be due 
Geue to Thomas More Londons immortal glorye. 

C (Tovnclius iBxap^ts to itealrtr. 

VVilt thou knowe what wonders ftraunge be in the 
lande that late was founde ? [godly be ? 

Wilte thou leame thy life to leade, by diners ways that 
Wilt thou of vertue and oT vice, vnderllande tlie very 
grounde ? [vanitie ? 

Wilt thou fee this viretched world, how ful it la of 
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